ACHILL IRISH DANCERS, Inc.

P.O. Box 9385, Springfield, IL 62791-9385      AchillAcademy@yahoo.com

www.geocities.com/AchillAcademy

General Information and Rules:

1. Parents should drop off and pick up children PROMPTLY.

2. Observers are NOT PERMITTED to stay in the studio classroom. At various times throughout the year, parents will be invited to stay in the class to observe. If you wish to attend a class to decide on the prospect of attendance, we will require participation.
3. Once class has started, it is requested that non-dancing parents NOT approach the teacher unless it is an emergency. If you have any questions or concerns, please speak to the teacher between classes or e-mail her. Please remember that if a parent chooses to talk to the teacher during a class, the ENTIRE class loses time.

4. While waiting outside the studio classroom, please RESPECT the Dance Arts Studio facility and the other dancers who may be studying there. It is the parent’s responsibility to supervise their children while waiting.  Noise, running, and garbage being left in any area is not permitted.  

5. NO FOOD is allowed in the dance classroom!!!  Each individual class is only one hour in length or less so all nutritional needs must be met before or after the class, not during.  Only water bottles are allowed in the dance classroom area.

6. If you decide to withdraw/transfer from the school, please notify the teacher in writing or via e-mail.
7. Once registrations are complete, an e-mail list will be given to all participants of each class.  If you do not wish to have your name or e-mail given to the rest of the class, please notify the teacher immediately.
8. CLASS ATTIRE POLICY:

· Attire: Please see our website for full details on the required class attire. In brief:
a. Girls/Young Ladies: A fitted t-shirt is necessary for the teacher to correct your posture. Cheerleader shorts, biker shorts or skirts/skorts are preferred. No basketball shorts, soccer shorts, jeans, or slacks may be worn.
b. Adult Ladies: A fitted t-shirt is preferred, but will not be required if you are not comfortable wearing fitted clothing. Cheerleader shorts, biker shorts, or jazz pants are all appropriate choices. No basketball shorts, soccer shorts, jeans or heavy slacks may be worn.
c. Boys/Young Men/Adult Men: An appropriately sized t-shirt is required, as are appropriately sized shorts. No baggy clothes of any kind may be worn in class. Basketball or soccer shorts will be allowed if the hem of the leg is above the knee. Dress slacks may be worn, but jeans or heavy slacks are not allowed.
d. ALL DANCERS: Please wear outerwear appropriate to the weather. Dance Arts Studio has a changing room available for your convenience. We would rather you be five minutes late to class than have you catch the flu.
· When we have established a vendor for school-themed attire, we will make that available for your purchase at your discretion.
· Shoes:  
a. Initially, beginners need soft ballet shoes or beginner jazz shoes. Full sole shoes are required for beginners. You may purchase Irish ghillies (also called “soft shoes”) online from a variety of vendors. Please speak to your teacher before you order, however. Pricing and sizing vary widely between vendors.
i. Note: some adults may have medical issues that prevent the use of a shoe without additional support. We request that those individuals invest in a pair of dance sneakers, available from Luers in Springfield, or from online vendors.
b. Advanced students are required to have proper Irish ghillies and, when ready, proper Irish dance hard shoes. Again, please speak to your teacher before you order.
c. The Achill Irish Dancers organization does not, at this time, have a relationship with any particular vendor of Irish dance shoes. And, since we are a new school, we do not yet have a network of used shoes available to us. It is expected that these will occur in the future.
· If a dancer arrives at class in improper attire, he/she will NOT be allowed to participate.

9. COSTUMES:

Details regarding costumes will be distributed as they are finalized.  There will be a school costume for use in all performances and for competition purposes.  Until then:
· Beginners:  Ladies: School skirt and ¾ length sleeve white shirt is the costume for beginners.  Gents:  Black dress slacks, a white shirt and a green tie is the costume for beginners.
· Advanced Beginner, Novice, and Prizewinners:  School costumes are required for competitions or shows. It is imperative that we present a pleasing, unified image as a school.  Note:  School costumes may only be sold to a student of the school, since this is our identifying dress.
· Preliminary/Open Championships: Solo Dress Costumes may be purchased if desired, subject to teacher approval, but are for competitive use only.
· NOTE:   Decisions regarding all costumes will be at the discretion of the teachers.  No exceptions.  Anyone wanting a new costume must first consult with the teachers before any ordering is done.  For Solo Costumes, the final product must be approved by the teachers prior to any competition.  NO EXCEPTIONS.  

10.  Buying & Selling Used Costumes (once this becomes available):
· Opportunities to buy and sell costumes, shoes, etc. will be provided.  
11. SOLO DANCERS:

· No one can move into another category (for example from Novice to Prizewinner) without the permission of the teacher.  Your teacher is the only individual trained and qualified to evaluate your progress as a dancer, and your work will be noticed and appropriately leveled.  
· The teacher has final say on which competitions you enter. This is to ensure that your progress is on all levels and tempos of dance (reel, jig, hornpipe, slip jig, etc.).
12. TEAMS:

· All AAIDT competitions offer team and group competitions, as do those of other dance organizations.  Teams will be assigned for competitions, since they must practice together to achieve a high level of cooperation.
· Performance teams may be developed for a particular performance.  It is imperative that students sign up inn advance for performances, and accept the responsibility for that commitment.  Irish Dance is as much about sportsmanship and dedication as it is about exercise with friends.  We all rely on each other for our mutual success.
13. TUITION: Please read the rules below carefully so no one is put in an awkward situation.

· Tuition is due in FULL on or before the first of each month, and covers all classes for that month. There will be no refunds or discounts for missed classes.
· A LATE FEE of $5.00 will be added to each late payment.
· A FEE of $25.00 will be added for each refused/returned check.
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