ACHILL IRISH DANCERS, Inc.

P.O. Box 9385, Springfield, IL 62791-9385      AchillAcademy@yahoo.com

www.geocities.com/AchillAcademy

Welcome to all new families and students of the Achill Academy of Irish Dance,

Thank you for your interest and support of the Achill Academy of Irish Dance and the Achill Irish Dancers.  Our goal is to promote Irish Culture through Irish Dance instruction.  With hard work by the teacher, dancers, and parents, each student will learn the basics of Irish Dancing while making lasting friendships.  
For those who are new to the school, we are associated with the American Association of Irish Dancers and Teachers (AAIDT). We offer instruction in Irish Dance, providing classes in Ceili (Group) Dancing, and in Solo Step Dance. Irish Dance, as a dance discipline, enables both adults and children to learn and grow through a vigorous social activity. Adults gain benefits from both the aerobic and weight bearing aspects of the exercise, while younger people get to challenge themselves through achievement and discipline. More importantly, all of this happens while students are laughing and enjoying a cultural activity.
Through the AAIDT, and its world-wide sister organizations, the CRDM and WIDA, competitive opportunities are also available. The extent of participation in feiseanna (Irish Dance competitions) is the choice of the individual, and requires teacher approval. It is the goal of the Achill Academy of Irish Dance and the Achill Irish Dancers to sponsor at least two such competitions, one to which we will invite other Irish dance organizations, and one which will be to showcase the achievements of our dancers. There will be other competition opportunities throughout the year in other locations within the US, Ireland, Europe, and via video, in which a dancer may choose to compete. Participation in these activities is strictly discretionary, and all are subject to approval by the teacher
We may also be invited to perform at local events such as the Illinois State Fair, the Sangamon County Fair, St. Patrick’s Day events, and other local festivals. Performance events, too, are optional, but are always fun for all participants. All members of the Achill Academy of Irish Dance may participate, if they wish. Sign-up sheets will be available no less than one month in advance so that the performance can be appropriately choreographed, and so that everyone can plan their schedules in advance.

All classes are taught by Sharon Flynn Stidham, herself a former championship dancer. She has been performing and competing in Irish Dance since 1969, and has taught high school as well as Irish Dance before moving to Springfield. She conducts introductory Irish Dance classes at Lincoln Land Community College in addition to teaching her classes at the Dance Arts Studio. Nothing brings her greater joy than sharing her immigrant parents’ legacy of Irish culture, music and dance.
Enclosed you will find the following:

1. Registration Form:  Please return this with the Non-Refundable Registration Fee to ensure enrollment in the classes you select.  ALL families or individual dancers must complete this form.
· Your e-mail address is required information as it will be the primary mode of communication within the classes.  If you do not have e-mail, please make arrangements with others in your class in order to receive information.
2. General Information and Class Rules: 
· Please read carefully
3. Payment/Tuition Schedule:

· Please read carefully

4. Picture Release Form:

· Please read carefully. Signatures are only required if no pictures are to be published.
Looking forward to hearing from you soon,

Sharon Flynn Stidham
Achill Academy of Irish Dance, Inc./Achill Irish Dancers, Inc.
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