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Friskie
really is
the King

REVIEW: Imitator bang on in his
representation of Elvis Presley

PETER RUSLAND
staff reparter

At first glanee, vou'd think Elvis Presley really
was on the Cowichun Theatre stage singing
Jealhouse Rock during Saturday's Trare 1o The
King.

Blink und you realize just how good Randy
Friskie’s imitation of Elvis is,

Sure, Presley was taller but Friskie gers wop
marks for bringing the King back to hife for fans
of all ages.

In fuct, Friskie’s banter and trembling hip
antics show he's having fun withour losing sight
of reality,

. ]jc kngmmm'sbiilagﬁ dicd Aug, 16, 1977 and he Arefree Leong
isn't coming back, - - Ty L P .
FFriskie's an actor, not an impersonator, depict- Randy Friskie portrays leather-clad 19605 EIIS during Saturday's spot-on Cowichan Theatre tribute.

ing Elvis the way most remember him from fad- WL R : : W : Pt
ing concert footage. Sixtics Elvis donned a black leather-look The polished band alse backed the shockingly

Afcer that. we sisnend fealiteand realize hew  0utht for Froa Las Vegas, Return To Sender; fts mature voice of Cassandea Friskie, 11, dunng
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pnuml Elvis was to rock n' roll; how many 'ﬂﬂn
he immortalized before drug abuse tmk its to

But 350 F:ms at Saturday's show were there m
honour Elvis' aecomplishments, not to remem-
ber his mistakes,

Friskic helped our with three hot sets chore-
ozraphing Presley in the *50s, *60s and *70s.

More diction and less crooning by Friskie
would have shared Elvis's lyrics better.

Farly Elvis performed a hip-displacing Blue

Sueele Shoes, Don't Be Crusd, Toddy Bear;, Hounel Dog,

and AY Shoof Up in a trademark silver-sequined
jucket, black slacks and white bucks.

?’E O Never, Hearibreak Hotel, and fn The
whetto.

Seventies Elvis closed the show in a white
jump suit during CC Ruder; Burning Love,
Stspicions Minds and My Way pius a flurry of
karate kicks and punches.

It's clear Friskic studied Elvis’s changing
mannerisms and infused his songs with leg-
cndary moves.

His 1.as Vegas Show Band sizzled with three
female vocalists and two percussion kits from
the Amazing Grace Brothers, plus players on
sax, guitar, kevboards and bass.

her memorable Patsy Cline tribute.

She never missed a beat belting out Cline's
Saver Dreawms of Yow, Crazy and Walking After
Midmight. Dad Randy should be proud of his |
voung dalﬁhzer's sTIgE poise,

‘T'he high-volume show also invalved Steve
Hillis’ tribute to Garth Brooks during his
serinvolving Thunder Rolls, The Danee and Fraends
In Low Places,

But most fans got the Elvis they came for
Even if you didn't like his songs, Friskie's show
15 still great rock n' roll,

Lbvis tribute rating: 8.5 pefosses onr of 10,
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