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Simger Randy Friskie brings bis Tribute To Elvis show to the Cowicichan Theatre Saturday at 7 pm.
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IN THE BUILDING: Randy “Elvis" Friskie headlines acclaimed tribute show this weekend

PETER RUSLAND
sl reparfer

t other Elvis clones,

- Fandy Friskic says his Trofute fo the

Kinz 15 about as close to secing the

lme rock n' roll hero as vou can get.
“This 15 a chance to see what it

ight have been like o sce Elvis

Prosley live,” he said Friday from

- Discerning fans can be the judge
duning Satundiy’s 7 pumn, Cm\échan
catre show when Friskie will be
acked b}& his 10-picce Las Vegas

e Those seasoned plivers, including
he Amuzing Grace Brothers double-

pribute to country music king Garth
Brooks, und Cassandra Friskie's
{Randy's duughter) wibute to Pasy
Eline,

| Randy's pride abour his hor show
5 tem with a gentle modesty
mbour depicting his musical hero.

L “I'm nor one of those guvs who
walks around thinking he's Ebis. 1
st feel I do a tribuge, which is why
we been successful, I've been told
fou're the most normal Elvis we've
worked with.'

- I think Elvis was the best por-
Eﬁ:rmur wha ever lived but ic’s cool
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people can tlkoto me as Randy”

Friskie, 36, was bom in Nilgin
Falls, Ont. He ealls Abborrstord
home when helsnot on the roud.

“I'm in Vegas five months o year,
Vegas has changed @ lor; the calibre
afshows has come down o lor because
there’s so many shows and hotels hir-
ing_ e who wouldn't have beén
up there 10 vedrs ago.”

Ar age 17, Friskie began honing the
Elvisact thar was discovered ut Expo
B6 in Vincouven

“Towas hireel for the Elvis, Elvis,
Elvis show ar 86th Streer and the
producerof Expoasked me wdomy
o show,” th?‘.‘]rnrms:r “leing-hanred
drummer” said,

“I'gor my own band of B.C. plavers
and we were hired for two weeks
then we stayed until the end of
Expo.”

Iriskie admigs he's puzeled abour
why Elvis" life has reached nedr-cole

starus sinee Presley died of o drug:

overdose on Aug 16, 1977,

*Twas attracted 1o Elvis beciuse of
thie way he carged himself. You never
heard him-sav @t bad word ahaug anv-
bschy”

AL age 12, Frskie savethe King per-
form 2t Mew Yorkls Niagirs Falls
Convention Centre,

“People lovd his music and the big
fuiry tale abodt 4 country by whn
makes it big and has'a trgie end.

“He gave ifeverything and 1 feel

I'm Ilessed vobse able o do ll{n 0T
Friskie made livele comment ubout

Elvis” addiction to drugs and food,
“Everyone a his a dark sidebut I've

met people who worked with  Elvis
and all they do is sy good things
abour ham.”

Friskic’s favorite Elvis song to per-
form?® “1'd say Suspicions Miad:
because it’s very dyvnamic and hus los
ol movement.

“T also like singing his gospel swufl
— anyehing that's challenging.”

Thar ¢hallenge 1% nade gasier by
his powerhotise band. ]

“They're the type of musicians
who don't lave 1o play’ for a living
Ohne guy owns a drom shopand ke
time off to go on the mad,”

Iriskie his the stage 0 vanous
trademark. Elvis costumes, two of
which were made by L] Wigzing: tai.
lor 1o the King !

“My fovounite Elvis enas the 505
because | per to bounce uround on
stage; it's real high-energy!

He works: out 1o mainain the
energy level thar often danvs three
generitions of fins to his concerts,

*I'm a people person and fans like
to feel you're there to entérciin and
have fun wich them.

“I do Elvis meoves that are com-
forable for me, 1 just méve to the
music the way hedid.” |

Tickers are 530, $25 srudents and
seniors, 520 children. Call F48-PLAY,
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