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ELVIS IMPERSONATOR

Next best
thing to
the King

W Veteran concert

promoter says Randy
Friskie's show a dead-on

tribute to Elvis Presley

By J.P. SQUIRE
The Chkanagan Sundsay

When Randy *Elvis’ Friskie brings his

fece Las Vegas show band to

Helowna, one of his bigpest fans wants
ta be there,

Friskie began singing Elvis songs at
the age of 17 after forming a band with
his brother.
Decades later, he is
hailed as the
world's best Elvis
Impersonator.

“1 don't have any
interest in Elvis im-
personators, but
you'd swear it was
Elvis,” says Hugh

Friskie Pickett, a retired
Vancouver concert promoter who
egrmed the nickname Mr. Showbiz

“The quastion is can I get to Kelowna
for his show? [ love Kelowna. I've spent
a lot of time in Kelowna. I love the park,
the lake, the hotel (The Grand). We've
flown to Kelowna just for the weekend.”

Pickett booked a veritable who's who of
enfertainment In Vancouver from the
1950s to the 1980%, and also brought a
number of shows to Kelowna and

e met Elvis Prosiey when bt was “a
rikw young men” 2 the beginning of his
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- Stadiom in Vanoouver in 1957 and e
members his four young bodygaands in
partioular.
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“1 eouldn’y st fhrough his Las Vegas
shorw i the bade =X He wiel soaking wel,
wiping hiswelf off with towels and then
throaing thie e th sodieroe. He did-
't know what be was dotog. | bod 1w get
T{emmﬂlﬂﬂﬂh“‘
Frisiic in Victoria in the 190

Bod Hope, a personal frivnd, wanted o
inspoct theatres in Vancouver and
mwmwmﬂm~
The two stood at the back of Royal
Theatre in Vicloria and saw part of
Frishch's dhow.

=Pty wiks thrilded to doath. Randy’s as
close to Elvis as you can get althoagh
be's a bit heavier,” sivs Pickett.
~Raddy's oot only the best, he's the
reincarnation of Elvis”

I was the {irst time | actually sat
dowm and s his show, He's got [t per-
fectod, He dopsn't kid with the audience.
He believes be's Elvis a2 the time ha's do
ing it. He readly pets the audience going.
If you're tmbtating someone, that's how
1t B b b dhomt”

Friskie will perform at 230 and 7 pom.
an Feb. 12 &t Kelowna Community
Theatre, Twhets are availabie through
Towne Theket Centre ootlets or charge
by plwone ot S04,
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