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*If you're sifting in the audience and watching this kid, he is Elvis,’ says retired impresario Hugh Pickett of Randy Friskie, pictured above.

Elvis impersonator, among North America’s best, rocks the Royal on Friday

By ADRIAN CHAMBERTATN
Times Colonist staff

OB HOPE WAS ONCE Habbergasted
by an Elvis Presley impersonator in

B Mictoris: e

. Orisoilhe SIory goes.

Retired impresario Hugh Pickett says he
once took Hope to check out the Roval Theatre
i abott 19960, At the time, the comedian was

interested in doing live shows in Victoria 2nd
Vancouver, and wantedito examine available
venues.

Atlthe theatre, Hope happened 1o.catch
Abbotsiord Elvis impersonstor Randy Friskie
dpi;g a sound-check for his concent there thar
TgnlL.

“Bob Hope couldn’t believe i1, said 87-year-
old Pickelt, a legendary show-biz figure who
ran Fanous Artists Booking agency out of Vin-
cotrver witil the migd-19808. “He stood there for
half an'hour and witched hin perform. He said,
That's uncanny,” ™

Friskie — who returns to/the Royal Theatre
on Friday — recalls the incident well. He
wasi:Laware of Hope was watching him it the
time. The pair didn't meet then, but were
introduged later,

“Hesaid, 'T've nevenseen anyiody: dewbar—

v do the Wiy you're doing it, > said Friskie.

Friskie. 37, is widely. considered one of
Monh America’s leading Elvis impersonators,
And there’s major-leasue fime compelition for
wieal may seem i dubious honour. One Interet
repart estinmates thers are now “ﬂppm_l-xim:;ml}'
SH000 Ry Elvises world-wide: They include
“ElVez" a Mexican Elvis with a pencil-mus-
tache, a Virginia-based cardiothoracic surgeon
anclia 10-man skydiving team from Las Vegas
called “The Elying Elviv.

Some ire greal, some are good, and some are
simply awiil. Bul Pickett believes Friskie is the
best: And lie speaks from experience, since he
was'the man who brought Elvis Presley {o
Empire Stadiom int 1957 for his [irst-evern Cing-
tian appéarance.
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“If you're sitting in the-audience and watch-
ing this kid, he is Elvis"said Pickeir. “He has
the same charisma that Elvis had. The people all
like Rim and want him 1o be gosd

Friskie, performing with his nine-piece show

it will peitriy Elvigthroigh thoee decades;

the '3tk S60s, and “70s, His 10-year-old daugh-
ter, Cassandra, will appear during the finale’o
sing. Don 't Cry Daddy. The show ravels to
isanaima’s Port Theatre on Saturday night.
Friskie may or may not be the best Elvis
impersonator around. But one thing for sure, the
sbcdienee at the Royal Theatre will fietr more of
the Kinge's music thanthe Empire Stadiom atdi-

“enee did'in 57,

\ Prckett says the real Elvis sang only one-and-
-l songs before the promaters pulled the
plug. Maniacal fans rushed the stage, ending the
concert. Elvis was whisked off into a waiting
limo to the Georgia Hotel. Meanwhile, 25 musi-
cians stll on stage were left 10 pack up their
nstruments and mike theirescapes,

“luwas,chacs.” Pickatl recalled,
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