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Orders to move into Germa.ny were met with enthusia.am. It could
nc'l; help mee.ning the start of & new and more importa.nt phase in the '
career of the 'battalion. I‘!: meant more than a chance {o come closer
to action at the f*ont. It meant that the long slow winter campe.igns
had been succeasful, thd: the ‘enemy was backi.ng across his last

natnrel 'b..rrier, and that Compa.ny "A", though :H: had m18°ed the plunge

" across Frence, was being celled on %o play an imnortant roll in the

final p===5~= into Gemany. _ Most of 211 it meant the war in Europe
wes soon tc end, - . | o '

. The convoy headed north to northec.st through Belgium '!:o I.eige,
strik:!.ng Germany at Aachen, and on to "'he twin c:.*ies o< Rheydt and
mmchen Gladbach, 1eaving AeSaCaZe maz'kers far b_ehind. The once

beautiful Aachen appeared as though the earth beneath had been set to
boiling and then frozen in’ its moment of up-heavele. wa.r mekers cen

be proud for having strucl: such an exacting ultimate o deatruc‘bion.
Irees were 111:3 sta....l:s flalled bar° a.nd broken hy a v=ry dull weapon.‘
Bow anything of such ruin conld he ea.lvaged is & task for the minds of
geniuns, But, here in the Rhineland west of the river was ‘qoncentra.ted
the fiercest end most enduring campaign Fith the Germans. EIvery

city and every village vwas a bewildering shambles on which total war

 had inﬂic{ed its full meaning, Iore than ever in Nobmandyl évery

mile was fough% over, every field was set with obstacles and emplace=
ments, their guns now mute and broken. Battle gear littered the

oountrysidé.?mhe company was moving in behind the Armies/and the



| secticn itlmoved intn wes taken only-t;n?ays before, The object .
of course was to get through. Along ew.r; highray were oonfmion
: o.f rrec‘&age' tc.nks,wagons, hor.aes, trucks a.nd a.z.d:os of evezy des-
cription pushed a.gainst trees and in ditches. Trenches wound their
' way through fields, fron’ced with petterns of barbed :wire end broken
by command po-s:l:s, usually e little more -elatorate; pé\ijhaps covered
with shel ter~halves, 'Twisted machine 'gu.ns, brcl:én rﬂ:ﬁes, helnets,
clo..hinu, shell casi.ngs and all *bhe odd bits ol gear a soldier
carric#s into battlz 1i't'bered the areas. Bod:.es has‘hilv buried .
in foxholes and trenches /wer.é marked by orude orosaes ond ,helmgta.
others had not yet been found by burisl parties., Cattle lay dead
around farm buildings a.nd other animals still na.n.dered abou‘t a:l.m-
| 1essly, blowing ’chemselvcs up with mines. ﬂ‘:l.elds, foresta, o:.ties
a.nd higkways wez:e pocx-marked with bond cra.ters and shell holess;
a 1a.nd stalkeq with tragedy and dea‘bh and its people stood about
'bem.lderecl and frightened a.'t. what might come next. The eztcn'h of
'thn,i:r propaganda tee.chings were disclosed :Ln every thought they eX=
pressed and i’anatic utterances from Berlin loomed in large let‘ters
goross buildings and fences. 4 . o
: Travel along the highweys was slowed by craters znd bridges
which had been tlown 2t every stra.'tegic point, ~When engineers had
nov yet rebuilt tham/:!.t was necessary %o mslre detours and on one or ‘

two occassions shzllow sireams were forded. As the convoy drove into

Munchen Gladbach the lst Army completed i‘l;s‘ mopping up and moved on
gome 12 kilometers to the attack on Di'zaseldorf/ end Gladbach was in

i%s height of turmoil. People were flooding beck into the oity
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from the surrounding countrybide. Those who remained in the city
_ had come out of their bomb .;helters and baaements and’ blinl:ing in

the sunlight were trying $o get used to seeing e s‘brange a.mw
g amongst them. Bvexyone was reorg&nizing his 1ia.e, even the Army.
."!L'here was no Military Govemment, which leﬁ: the oity in a ohoatic
' s'bate. The every :.no“ea.si.ng dcmands of 'bh° Army for living
.' qua.rters added tmorries tc—thaee the o:.vil:.an already endured, o
- :.i’or in order %o locate a oompe.rv and maintain um.uy it nes .
: 'Aneceééary to move f.a.miliea out of whole blooks of houaes. I was
up to civilians to provide for themselves as beat '!:hey coﬁld. There
'. :was no e_ectric}/ norwater supply, no stores—nothing exoep‘a what
they had in their possession and as an added evil there was
"'1ooting. Civilians robbing oivilians a.nd soldiera raiding them
’ 'i'al;l.."}There ere ‘unheard of evils and crimes commi‘kted :Ln the wake
_ _.;'-'ot'An'nies.- The Army was et:L‘!.l conduc*ing raids occastionally on
hideouts of fanatic pa.rty members. | o R
rb was Narch 5th when COmpany "L" moved into ths R.he;dt area
| where I.ieutena.nt Eeddleston had picked a snitable loca.tion. |
Families were sti1l moving out when the oompaqy- a.rr:!.ved, some of
then ha.ving he.d as much ag three houra to find new homea énd move
their more precious belongirngs. Others who were not‘-rnotified a.f:
-the first eé‘t;l.mate of houcing needs had only minutec, with trbopé '_
moving in before they had had time to leave, There were many fear
stained fa.ces and streets were crowded with buatling carts a.nd

wagons u.ntil the curfew a.t T7:00 Pl
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~.the 3ob." There was still '::’ork; to be done but with su.p;plies
moving through the 'obJect oL cmpa.ny "A" was accompl;ﬁhed and . .

" the details yet %o be comple‘.:ed left :Lor mainte@ra.noe crews fron

other Engineer nnita. :
: I.eaving Rheydt Merch 151:}1, the compa.ny, 'by special orders -

‘not to be separated v:hile in Germany, moved as a unit to Geldem

) behind the Sth .Amy faoing th° Germans a.crose the Rhine at Wesel.
Geldern wes 1argej e ghost ci’c;,".:he populace havmg fled a.nd
- not yet re‘bu:med. It was as thoroughly wrecked as its sister

'._i'cities farther south. Having good lucic, the company was able to
£ind bu.ﬂd:!.nge enough, enolosin° an area 1arge enough to stand

Fisse:

. the men had moved their bags and belding in'bo their new homes,

- 1ts equipmen'b and to houae the men P.nd the L{otor Poole er

most of them w:.ndowless and eha.ken by the wei gh‘t a:ﬁ bomhi.ng

: _a:kta.ck:s on .the ci'by e Capta.in Si.mmons called h:i.a coz:zpe.ny together

: :Ln the gra.aay parking a.rea to acquaint 'bhem wrl:h their new o'b;]ec'b-
ives 3, end warn them of the dangere. Com;pany "A." hed arn inmportant
paxrt to play i.n "ah.e-prepa:ra'bions for/a.nd 'the eroasinc, of the
- Rhine at Weael. For ths present and until '!';he'invaaion was. y
le.tmched the raiiroad bridge, which was the climaxing objecﬁve ,
of the jobi would have to wailt, for the German Armies were

ocoupying ¥Wesel and the east banks of the river, However, it was

extrenel; important to put rail transportation through to the
west bank or as nearly so as possible, In the six miles of track
approaching the site of the new bridge to be built, three minor
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‘bridges had been blown OD?,BOS:LdeB these the rall itsell had

beer oplit by fixzed charges at 20 foot intervels/and switches had t«

.. be repleced. The men were warned to 'be ever alert/ for, for the

most par‘b, it wes necessa.ry to work in Jont o.f {Leir own a.rtillery
: :.'and within sure range. of German guns. Beoides +his gloomy aepect
""wer‘e 'the de.ngers' from mines and possible strafﬁng by the Luff- -

The company obtained 60 Rnssia.ns, v:ho viere only recently

A .released from Gernan slave labor camps, ready e.nd anxious %0 help,
e.mi as soon as reconnais;nce wag made a.nd the section was checked
.-tor mines ‘and trapa, the. company was assigned work deta.ils and N
" went ou‘t oq the joba _"'hose of '!:he Russisns who vere in good |

: encugh pbysice.‘!. condition Laced:. :hbe dangers and went with them, -

There were none unwilli.ng but a few of the older a.nd undemourished

remained in the aree releé.ving the men o.f all pet de'baila e.nd
N e.'l_'!.om.ng the Job- 'bo be atte.ox.ed in full atrength. ‘Work progresaec'l.
: rapidly/%:e nen often work:lng 1n the dense smoke screens that

/.
veiled the entire front by daye. The sinJ.e span bridges were

completed” i.n surprisinc,ly short order. The men worlcing in two - .

: ahifts mede use of every hour of dajlight,and occassionally of

mocnlight. Night work was a picerfeus task for the Germans were .
sending over scouting parties, besides, the flare from cut‘ting_' |
torches was easily seen from the easi benk of the Rhine and

secrecy of operation was o:! utmost importance, However carefully,-

and rapidly- done/the Job was "not void of dangers, The voneys



of 'l:he Br:’d:ish and Amcricon art.llery were deafening and conste.nt.

In :eply the C-ermzm._. ::c*rt: in §pa Sma of 88'9 a.nd ‘t:heir never to be |
fo;;got‘ben wkistling send men to the ground clutching for sa.tety.,;. .

" Some of ‘che shells la.nded very neau:—-inuch %00 near. When the |
~a't:‘baoLs beca.me too viol.nt it was neceasary to leave the job Toxr
awhile. Late in the ev\.ning a.nd a‘b night Geman Stukas made wea.k
',attempts to streff ar‘hﬂ.lery posi"ions adding a.nxiety to the
situa.t.,.on but were soon driven cff if not shot dovn oy anti-
a.:!.rcr..f'b ba‘bteries. The night sty with its ﬂ.arcs, flashes and
ribbons of tracer fLe was an interesiing aight bu‘l: u.nholly by ita
. mea.ning and the roaring din that accompanied them. o

Even with precantions +herc was the 1urk:Lng da.nger of mines.
'.Clark again had, with others ﬁom the company , risked his 1:Lfe a‘b .
'bhe ;;ob of acaxching out mines dragging them from hiding ané
‘detona‘bing them in fields where 'L'hey cou.'Ld do ro harm, Bu"c, even
with such attention there were- always others which somehow eqcaped
notice. A Jeep beering en ofﬁ.cer had only tne day before struck
& mine which tore it to bits." One of the Company's 2ir Sompressor's
me'l: aimila: fate. Roland Whitman a.nd Vern Husted, operators of

‘bhe vehicle :xqc::&ae—#e-da-ﬁ- drove onto the shouldera of ".:he
railroad, and, as Whitman Juxmed from the cab 'bo d:trect Husted,_..v\_
viho was driving, the truck struck the nine with one of i‘ta front
wheels. To the good fortune ol the men themsclves and by some
unexplmble miracle thoy wera not malmed or m:@ killed., .

They were of course hurt and mnconscious and taken immecdiately to
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a_-field hospitel elong with two othezg; John Sykora and Francis
VernonA, not so severel;,.- hurt, but bleeding from exizbedded debris
thromn by the blast, o o J: o
V | As typical of ell the Rhinele.nd the Geldem area. lay in wreca-

i ‘ag.e/ but neerer the river%wm the ﬁ.elds,
farna, e.nd conmuni'bies were even more ¢rowded with horrors ard |
‘des'cruetic - Rich i’ields were rendered unproduc‘tive for years ‘co

| come bv systeme of defenses and blasted shell holes, Again
enimals and even men la; here a.nd '{.he'f'e in 't:ha fo a&en valley.
I‘m bu:ild:!.ng,z rendered the atenoh of dead. a.nimals. Burial pe.r‘bies
Awere buSy znd cru.de graves cons uan'hly appea.r :Ln odd places ard at
odd angles, a'blcl:s or cposg or only a helmet marking them, Before
tneeebnpeny could Zinfsh its work it had the, unpleasant job of
bu.fying four Cermen soldiaré,/q;ridenthy a 'pa;brol_that had been
knocl:ed out with rifles and grenades.' They ley sprawled on the

4 station platform and across: ths’ mrack.s at Buderick. sergean‘b "J‘oe?
a&ason end eix men weni on the burisl party with shovels and’ a’

line of rope on their shouldera. They buriled 't:he Zour men in a

ga.rden behind the railroad aua‘ai"n while other "Eeinies" across the

river lobbed shells into the arete .
As the railroad neered cox::pletion, (a. half mile. of approaoh

to the rivers banks which had not yet been attemptecg the 'shelling
and air ectivity incrensed. On March 23; it had reached a hideous
0limnx /a.nd in the lete afternoon hundredaiof bombers sailed over

the area in wave after wave to unlocse wiath on Wesel and the
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_.'smoundinz; area, ..The city if not already in _ruin was now being -

-." pulverized, 'l’hoae who mnv#@h i’ron the salt nine neer ~Budericl:

deucrihe the bllloming city as a sea of ergau'otions. How could
there be a living peraon t0 combat after such en a‘t‘bacqu'xhe T
crossings were e:’fec'!:ed with lit't;le opposition :Ln the es.rly hours
of I.a.ruh 24 wh:.ln the pounding continued behi.nd the brn.dgehea.d.
.Priaoncr:s imnediately oeg‘.,n, flooding from barges a.ad_later over

. -ponton bridges which combat I:m"*:!.neers had 'drudginc,ly put across ‘
'kh.;‘t: fateful day, The prisoners were a pitiful hunch, dirty,
'kired from sieepliess days and in a diz2y stupor from the pou.nding

. ‘f:hey had taken. It was no wonder for the roer oi‘ gu.n fire and

'bombs even heard from the west bank was elmost xmbea.:r:a.ble.
The morning of the 24th found the sky still amess with

" bombers and {roop carrying transpcrts ;oulling gliders of sunoplies

'a.nd. equipment . Another erossing was nede a:t 10:00 A.H. a.nd

_- until well a.‘.te#mon the auge ships were retuming from CTO38= -

rivcr ﬂy:Lng low almost tree top high—ea thousand or more. Some

were crippled, a few were doomed and s'bruggled only hoping %u resch
‘the friendly side of ths B.hine and upon doirg 80, men unhurt and

/ .
eble jumped from their eming planes, Parachutes opened often

-within a few feet of the ground or dldn't openm at &ll, Six or
eight of the big 0—47's foll in the vioinify of the job. One

c¢ircled the tracks 'tmica trailing snmolze fron ita tail and

threatenad %o £211 where the men ware working.
It was e cheering sight to see, and oom_or‘b:.n;:; to know the

erossoings. were snocessfully made, Wesel wes taten in minutes and

" the bridge-head had driven on miles beyond by the end of the dsy,
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lea.ving *hc aity in burnizg ruin, .The flamea were moving from
‘puilding to building a weck laters The Lavy, the A:m:w and the
A:Lr Torce hod coordinzted their branches of sexrvice without ﬁ.dw.
‘The IIaVy h..d been maneuvering its lc..ndin,_, b:xrg@s iu‘to +he area on
apeoial "ra.ilors for days; a dry land ﬂ:eet. | B
The Compa.ny hed it3 cosigmment wall umler control. The men.
had worked the night of the invasion under"heaVy barrage in order
‘bo open the route for supplics imn:ediatelf \needed on the bveach for i
start of the 'bridge. Siding’ end switches we e still needed,but _

'!:rains moved through on the mein line, On the 28th of March
: supplies and equipment had been unloaded on 'ths beach at the river i

su.fficien‘b quantity to begin the actual 'bridge cans uruction. In
crder to be nearer tke bridge site the oompany moved %o the-
vicinity of Henzelin, only 'h"o kiloneters fron tae r.s.ver. radld-
ings were ha.rd to £ind intecte Some of 'Lhe men alept :Ln rooms .
with nor'ciona of outside walls blov.m out a.nd. very cf‘aen with

only partial roofs, The ccmpanv was, i.n 'bh:x.s ne'v 1ocao:.on, so - |
widely dispersed that John Altenbaugh was forcﬂd %o rids zbomh

in a Jeep to ’olow his pa:mful harangues on the bugle:fFWi’ch aidj_ngs
end swrl:che.; in good condit ion and the medn line 'bhrough to the
new half mile long bridge approach which "C" éompeny was ‘cuildin.b.
Comp._ng "A" was ready o help rig the ba.rgus and prepare to drive
piling, On April L, well after the actual work on the bridge had
gtarted the job was declared officislly underway. Company "A's"

portion of the work was to assist the 1056 Poxt Construction and

Repeir Group in driving pilling in the river bed. It was a dey

-
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#‘ and night job ', the men working in three eight hour shifts
{ . disTupting the mml rou ubine complelely. It vwas cold ou:l: in
f:he r;ver at night end hours bessed slov:ly/but it was equally
" herd on ‘tho booica sho had seven meals to.nrépe.re d.sily ;
L Ohe boys who- woried on the Ehine river job cen. be 'L'h...n}-ful
~ thoe Gerizans had at this poin% in the wox been so weakened and so-
| deprived of fuel "'ha'l: they could not muster a:Lr power capa’ble of
| _'str:.k:.ng a aingle ef‘eotive blow at ..hem. If suoh attacks
‘.'.had been launched casualties weuld undoubtﬂdly have 'been extremely
heevy. F:.ve huge rafis rigged nith. p:.'!.e driving maohinery |
ﬂoated a.'l: e.nchor :Ln mid-strea.m manned by twenty men each, their
only con‘bact ‘ri“ah shore be:Lng 'by river boats: which were al'vays -
. Bl WAL
"'busy‘ bwﬁund:eds of o‘bher: 4climbin° gbout on scaf-—
| o.:.ding or working on the beach.. As it was the few G-erman nlanes
" '.’that sppeered kept their dista.nce and were hardly a threat
ccnsider:.ng 'bhe elabomte pa.tem oi’ han'a,ge 'ualloons and
a.n'bi-aircraft defense, beaides the a.speo’s of 'the Bri‘cish ‘and
American Air Forcea always over head, Occas:.ona.lly the z_,tms
. .- opened £4ve and ?illed the sky with ribbons of tracers.
S ‘The br:.d.ce seened w in getting sta‘bed bn‘b soon be
to move a.lom: smoothly., It was a hnge jab-‘ employing about
2000 '!:roops directly, driving 14- bent of 24 piling each :!.n uhﬁ
water elone /and oovering the spars with 2300 feet of tracke
 The Job took eight dayc "officially," of hard work to eomplete
" but actually the troops kad had tour doys start on the official
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time, Ct:mp...ng ".h" by nature of its work fmished its portion

.of the job first, and, vm._,e the 3 ,5;11 Ingineer Regt. assigned to -
" froming the ’bgn‘bs and completeirg the si)a.ns fiﬁished thelr vor}:.
on the bridge itcelf, Compc.n,y' "A" went to the assirtance of its
battzlion ‘nrother, Compan,' "3 " which was hard at work laying -
4,400 feet of rail over ﬁ.lls .they hed already made for a new
&.nz,)proaoht connectinb the Amy's bridge o the main line head:!.ng
: ‘aq_. the Qld ones They helped finish thaﬁ sec‘bion and were presen‘k
to see a train .oross the river while nen hurr:.ed 'bo tichten the N
' la..:.t bolts- and tamp the L.st ‘bies only a J.ew yards a.‘neo.d of th°
:;engi.ne. o o o
It was a job masterfully pl:mned 'beforehand. -.E‘or 'thé ‘-
'iz;dividual, 1% could not be premeditated, but, because of the
mestersul plamning on the parts of others months bafove, and,
because of ‘:he's:!.mpiicity of design, whicﬁ. ‘mde. th2 mecﬁanics of
‘the job easy for the le.yn'za.n._tr}' Srasp, the work I;rogréaued vith
.ﬁt'f,.mostwspeed and smoothneas.fmhe company lost two men badly
hurt in accidenta aboard the p:L'l.e drivers, 'Alexa.nder Stachiowak
_‘a.nd Grover Maggerd, but bo‘th men were promsed Tesovery. Iwo
'officers from other associated mzineer groups nere drowined v!henv
tht a boat in which they-rode cgpoized and another unit lost a |
men who was orushed between heavy beams. The casielfles were
renmarkably low, |

The Rhine r:!.ver,br'idge/ in the weke of the Generel Sirpson's

9th Army crossing/ ves the pride end climex to the career of the
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Adve.nce Seot" on troops in the erea. It was not a signel to relax

‘-'hc sever for in the meantize the Arr*ie hed driven deep into

the hea.r‘b of Germa.ny and stxppl-r lines had to e noved on. VOn _
the 11th of Apr:!.l, the con:pany ‘packed. :L'be caraven with even more
:loot and moved on fo‘.!.:!.ovr:!.z:.u ‘bhe main rou‘z:es to Berlin and stopred
at in 2 subu::b et the oubskirts of Eemm to maLe fu.'t:he—r rocomne
-ain noe o.f main ra:Ll rou‘bee be'imeen Ha.mn and °oe '!:. Vezel, ju..u

~ aoross the Rhine was still smoldering and appeered a hollow eheli_
es they left. Hamm was also o Tuin but e.long the road there was
.a. defimte relie.; from the total deeurnction wect o:f the river. "
The pocl.et in vhich Essen and Dortmund were rz'ea'hh:mg was the

N

}nearest enexm,- activity end the s::y in tha‘b dﬁeotion ﬂ.ared a.nd
'bhundered. Exoept in such sma.ll encircled ereas the advencae had
Ahad been Very rapid, hexnce, excepi; for uinor vepairs the track |
was quickly rehabilita.ued. Bridges were, however, blown up
everywhere, higkway and railray al..Le, but COmpa.njr “A" built no |
b:;idge in the Ha.mm areca since none obstructed the rzil section
'f;ﬁey' were intercsted in. | | . -

' I..‘.fe et Hamm was as much e ;problem of settling civilia.n
'.qu:.u'rel a.nd lceepi.ng peace es 1t was cpeni.ng a supply route. The
hordee of Russm, Polish, Czechoglovaki..na, French and Itclizn
. slaves so long beaten into submssion by the Nazl pe=ty, were now
free and roving the countzyside hungry, ragged end rcv..z:.gei‘ul. i
Besides the Army had itas own loot, Crezed individusls who found

excuse to commit all menmer of petty. thievery upon a conguered



peonle they coald “'l..x:rs and Ln te for their micleadership.’ The

ga‘bher:r_zs of frishiened, robbed /..nd raped appez ered af head-

,quarters every moraing to plead fo:.' protection smd"" it waa a 'Eiring

 thonkless ordeel for interprete-x.. The company was the orly Army: .
it in the vi cin.ity end on it fell the 'taslc o k.eepina peace’ "
betueen {he Rnau:.ans, who were the most revengeful &é‘;_.;s({ {the

- Germen fmn_ﬂir "'here vas e murder most o "vcry dey. Formers
' eloo complained their ca.t'tle were beinc. 'bu'tchered. Horses omd
wagons, b:I.c:;,rc:!.e5 and wa.tch°s were being stolen. ' The roads were
s'breaming with hnngry pnonle dadily searohin° for .food Gem.ns and.
foreign ...a.oorers aJ.:L.e. "ood stores a.nd nqpplies or nacesai‘biea

1o matter wiere they were founa. :Ln wa.reh.ouse or private homes were |

. a.t the mercy of the mass even in the face of death. Farmers held

& n’?carious position, Here was the pioture of lawlessness in the :
wakeofa.nAnz;r | . - R n
On the 13th of April the COmpe.:w .Left its ‘n:llle'bs in the

0s% Vennemer cchool house and ngighbori.ng houses::‘fgading into
convoy hee.ded onr east tao Stet'berbu.ro. Tha ciw.lie.ns crowd_
anxiou.aly into the houses 'neh_nd them both to pro*ect thair
proper‘(.y , end appraise the:.r losses %o the Army, .

, Stetterbnz'g, the hone of the Hermann Goe ins otor:.ez. a:ﬂ.
not far from Braunchweig, was fought over oaly 4 or 5 days before
the companyts arrivsl and agedn there was the confusion of & wer

ruined comnmunity, The site of such a factory naturelly attracted

‘most brutel end total wers Being the first troops to gettle in the
par'ticular conmtmit_,' the 1ood of complainte and problems nere .. /am

imed.iate upon the companys The Captain, and pa.rtioularly st
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Sergea.n"a Harsm:a.n /had thedr headaohes. There were Geman eoldiers
who had changed :Lnto civilisn clothes e.nd wanted to currcnder

themselves and an accused Gea‘ba’oo agen‘b wa.s t\a!:cn in‘to custody by

e
- -eit> meN, Siok a.nd wounded oivﬂ:!.ans needed att&tion a.nd had 'ho

be taken to & ho pi‘bal. | . S ‘;_ S \ -

.i'; R H i,. .
"'here had been an ever growing desire\ fcsr Geme.n guns and

':knives, ."'hose who had not already picked Lp weapons :I.n trenches

or in raids on }:.omes, had, an opportunity tb sa.is:fy their decdre

' at stetterburg. There were a number of rmes fou.nd at the
R achool house where the con:pa:g was bme.ed‘ and, *bprough the

: boys in the nnighborhood who were nOW moTe interested :Ln cc..ndy

and ci.,aret‘:es than lknives or 'o:.s'co'Lu, trao.es rere ma.de. One

- Gem 'bov Led seve*a_ nen to a foz-hole where ﬁi’teen o:r more

¢ RS

o :'._,knives had been burieds - o 4\;"‘:".._ TS ‘\

' \

Ths sta.y wzs not long. Before the compaz;,r ha.d bsen put 'bo -
' ”‘q

work in the area it weas sen"a back. wes‘k vo Nordstemnen, a vﬁlage

no'b far frczn Harnover. . A. ma.gnii’icient ca.stle bu.:.lt by Br.?.'k:x.sh
. roye.‘!.ty sfood high on a forest covered hill overlool.ing
. company's bille'ts in ecivilian homes at ‘bhe edﬁe of ihe v:lnase.

The v:.llage wes in good cordifion, having .;eq ‘na"’tle scars a.nd a

. pmell business dictrict still operating and wi'th a surgrisi.ng

enount of supplies on display. The people too, eecme«} more

| fric.ndly and cooperative. The castle not only farnighed the men

with sight-seeing trips but ample surplies uf wiine a.rbm its

g
L b

. + :
. R & Tm G ewmmeen e e

cellars, " The Company Wwent directly to worL. on the construotion
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of a rai...roc.d bridge cros:ing & mm.ll stream between Nordstemmen

crem g e s € W e s cmmm——— g~ cw g . e e e il ey - o~
! v\

, and Zlze, vesides winor repairs to the railroa.d in jbhe aectiqz_x.
There were civilians to help om the Job as usual where they could
| bé found, The ccxme.nj hg.d also collected a crew of Huasia.ns a.nd. '
Poles to work as K.P.'s end do odd clea.m.n° ;jobe around nead—:
q_ua.rters /thus relieving the men of such un@lemt ‘details and a:!z.,
'bhe same tine fum:xsh:.nb employment/gooa food and a place to sleep
- for them while they walted out the were .. .- ':’:f"“' LT

"L .The oomple.ints of civiliens in the vic'**z:ty were buffered ’by
" & squed of iilitary Police stationed in Nordstemmem, Still the
company was celled on qu:.te oZten to ass:.s‘k in keepin,_, peace, and,
occasionelly Joined then in searcbizg pa.r'biea angd - arresta of fanetic
~ party membcr,. Liks _ - I }\

The weather while et Ho"ds‘temcn was ..mr the most pm’t narm
and clear end the men had not found their stag unpleasa.nt. On
' AApril 28th, .1ith. orders %o return to the P.h:.ne to take pa.r‘!: in the -
building of a seccni railwaj br‘,.ge at Duisbu.rg, the G-ea@:ny pack ed
up and contiued its wi’chdrawal unmm‘d. The battalion was
collectad in the vic:x.nit, o Weda.u e comperitively modern suburb of
:actor_r and railroad ermployees, located about 3 k:llomete*s south-
“east of Duisburg. Compezny "A®" had a cholce sec'ba.on of b:ﬂ.lets in
..apertment buildings, previously evacusted for the use of e.n a.n.,i-
tank outfit which had pleyed a part in the final phase og. the en=
oirclemcnt of the Ruhr industrizl empire. The ‘billets cen:t;ered

a.round the communitzcs farcmos’c Gas‘ahof "Un‘ben den mchen" vmioh

served as a kitchen, mess hall and recreation room which;was apart
. [ ,; .‘_. \
K [ \
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from the mess hall beinc on the eecond. floor and furnished with &
_fvpia.no, games, e.nd a bar dubed "’i’orsham's Wonder Bar" in honor of
,‘:"':Lts tender, a Texas Long-horn rustler. Many good. dzma were .
rustled over ite tables :Ln an efior‘b to sustain 'bhe Aon-fra.‘berm..a.hgx

policles. .ua.ny hours of good fellowsh:x.p were en;IOyed and the

and-a-—-f-?—y—-:’.raeez-u&. ne:.ghborhocd ra.ng with 1au5h er a.nd song.
A \ .
- The compa.ny, upon a.':"*ival, se,u to ror}: preparing 'tme site a.n.d
ribs ZLor ‘the beginn:l.ne o2 the ‘nridge construc .:Lon. Ha’ber:.‘.nl a.nd

equipment arrived and by La.y lat ‘L'he actu...‘!. construction of “che -
bridge by A.o.C._.. T.‘.ngineer Group "A", of vrh..ch Company "A" vias a
a;;::began. Though ey lst was 'f:he o.fficia.l beginninb and fhe. V
oificial scord for time under cons'truotion is six de.ys the men

\

on the jo'b relt the credit Ior h_ving obtaﬁ.ned such record undue,

.:for they had, egodin made a 'bhre° d...y sta.rt on, the oi‘ficial gun.

Wevertheles s,\Sh.. ‘o‘b vas & remarl:able pieoe of work, following the
ssme general procedure as the orossin._, at Wesel. The h*:!.dge was -
completed Eay 8th the day Victory fcr &:he Allies :Ln Turope wes
.oﬁicielly amounced.ﬁith the comletion of ‘the "Yictory Bridge,"
as it was named becanse of th.e coincidence QM&
.ushe:&ey thers followed a gen°ra.l relaz!.ng in the compe.ny though
' there vies lit‘tle hois erous celobrating ol the varg' ende. It was
. &8 day 80 long .maned, so0 long dree.med of, that when th.e v'eigh‘t: of
var was 1ifs ed i% was hard to o#e/;fas hcin.s real, There were

smileg of cex t..:.n rellef and satiu..gtion bu-t: the daily routine,
though relaxad continued much the same—Japan was c$111 %o be teaten,
The Germon civilia.ns went sodberly a.bou‘t their 'bus:.ne.;s, neny of

them genuinely gled to have the cr.iaia; of their poli‘tical niseries
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past but disn..r..no the econoﬂ.:!.c de.,‘l:iuution certain. to come, It
wg.s al ea.dy he.rd upon then. |
For 'bhe nex‘!; reveral d::.ys follawin._, ‘bhe reco:r:d brea!:ing con=
}'struction job th= ‘br-* dge erea we.s poli ced., a revievaing s‘b;.n.d wasg.
.erected end approprlatel; decorated for the dedica.tion of the bridge
and the decoration of oer'l:e.:r.n yeraom:, who h..d o.iu"ingui hed theme
sgelves Iin some nan.ner in recen‘b operations 'Dy "'he ccmm:mder of the
..'.I‘.d:h Army Groap. The Jen were :Lssued nev blou..es, r:.bbon.., b_'b'tle
. stars, chevrons and hash merics sb Zar GS WaS povsible in ordcr to

Then
" edd color to. the show ad turned them in imnediataly ai’terward.,

There were eigh'b Generals of vanous rank includin.:, General P:La.nl:.:
of ADSZC at the dedicat:.on. I"' was hot an& dus*y a.nd men and.

. offlicers °L"’f..red uubuall v 'Zor wha:!: ea.ch consf.dﬂrd "'ha other

mens pleasures . . AR
with the comple't. on of the bridge at :Duisbm:g the 37151:
had acoomplished its puxrpose ir the .u\.!E.O. There were nerhc.ns
_pupexvical jobs to be done, some..hing, to occupy ‘time, bu‘b, for
the precent there was no uor‘-' ahead and 'bhe men. relaxed, pla,yed.v
so*’t ‘b:—ﬂ.l/ and went for 1€muely walks around the huge :ores‘b
£ringed lake just acrosd the road fron 'th.eir b:L'Llets. They
bathed in the ..un, went swimming and k:ep‘t: the:.r eye on ‘the
Frauleins whose inpallmg beauty was a const“nt cha.'.\.lenge to the

ﬁatemizationban. oo S SRR



Curiosity about fhe pc.ople thelr Amj had battered into sub=-
mission, and the res‘l:lessness that drives a soldier out anywhere to
relieve the patha 0f a monastic life and regimenta.tion, wh.ich

together starve the soul ror the opposite attractions of civilian

aociety, is :anen‘bive .nou,_‘,h t0 inspire frauenxization against any

established policy. Vhe uh‘l‘ wise or u.nwiee, by natural law the
fratemization problem solved i‘bse" Lo Tempered by the desires of
higher au‘ahority and perhaps by the fines imposed, which inspired a.
pe.rody on the*Pepsi—col‘. lyric, fraternizing with the Germans got

off to a slow start, finding 1ts bebin.ninﬁ anywhere but in the open,
bu‘b rith the passing sf a i’ew weeks gained embacrassing proportions.
EZmbarress :Lng _perhaps.to the o.omma.nd/ bufb » satisfactory to the
individual. | ' , ' . ,.

| B.etirinu from the pressu.re o the demands of conﬁicu was dndeed
- i'eliex. The Program drifted to organized athletics end a minimm
of h.:assinélroutine. Recreation ge.ined an almost equsﬂ. footing with -
serious vork.’ On na.y 18th the compa.ny vas ordered %o I’it.,ineen, neax
Vurtzberg, Ge:mauy, i’or the purpose of organizing the clearance or .

' wreckage from 'the Main river, left, as most s'breams, in a tota.lly

impassable state by the blow_mg of every bridge aloog its courses
Civilien labof', sloved soxewhat by the disruptions of their personal
lives and almost to a.stand-still by their lack o2 equipmeﬁt, were
reedy and enxious to sta.rt worke One of thoir greatest hopes for Xe.
.tre.nsportation of their needs for existence lay in olearing the
waterways but the task aeemed hopeless. 'L‘he company furmished trucks

end equipment where absolutely necessary and othemise helped to locate
*%n., Ll Z‘L’p-/-n: Mw1;44w MZ..,\,‘_ 7lwt - A A ,Z.‘._o - M(\
M%VMA ;/I.Qa_,,,‘ ‘___-4_,211'._‘,24....-,4., ., . .
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materialg needed to begin the worice The stay at Kitzingen was not

long. The men were impressed with the e.cceedincly large femilies,
which, under the Nazi order, proved an asset im premiums bu‘b s with
- prospects of a nangry winter to come, a decided burden., Prisoners

captured in the last mass surrender were being harriedly gereened
a.nd discharged. Trucks. stopped along the' highway nften to release
e shabby hucband into the arms of his home oommu.nity ending for hin
the mof & soldiers life but beginning its pa.rallel as & '
civilien wi‘ch, ‘however, ito love and the prospect of a brighter
future m.'bhin reache | | . |
After the brief reﬂonnaisgme of river clearsnce on ‘hhe upper :

eaches of the }:Iain, responsibility wes leﬁ: with Hilitaxy Govem-
ment and the "Ompr—ny; moved farther down the Méin to Flors..;eim, aga.in
+o 'beg:.n the 3ame work in a new section. Giving some agsistance in

.‘ga'bhering xnater:.a.la, cutting steel beama and pre.Lorm:Lng other 3o‘os,
’whe re the lack of ecuipment had stumped civilians, kept the men
fai:rly busy, but not in large numbers, Their quarters were in the -
village grade school and :Ln hou.ses surrounding the school grounds,
Tife settled to a restful rou"’ine of vxaiting for what might come
nevt:‘?'ﬁhe men played softball, became good at it and developed &
team which had 1ittle trouble beating its caallengers. There viere
sight sceing trips to Heidelberg, swimming par‘tiea to Weisbaden,
'golf on the golf course there Zaor those who had goif balls, and’
passes to Brussels, Namur and Paris; even furlougha to England.

" People were friendly/;eg;rdleae oz the facft nany of them were moyed
from their homes to make room for the company, ‘but, as usual as

fearful of their neighbors criticiam of their friendliness with



. Ameriecans as the z.o" dier oi’ hiz Commanding O.ffic°r. Children stayed
around the aren asLing for wa.shi.ng,, offering to sell "mama's"
w_ne and picking up ciga.re‘ctes butts for "Pa.pa. n Ca.ndy and

c:hewi.m<> gum vas as popnlar as in any o’cher coun"ary. A new bar was

set un in the achool house. Barrels of beer, vrine and oocasionalﬁ'

‘4-—- Pt

bottles of C‘m.mpagne ﬂ.owed in a.nd ‘lowed out. S&u—*eze boxes m...de

\
m.m.ic and nany evenings were sung away :Ln songs ad;luu'ked to th°
X \}
general: soberness of the singers. ' - \.\.\,
The Germ..n was, to me.ng, a strange person in de...ea‘.;. A com=
ol

' plex of embarrassment g.nd self—pit_,r surrounded him"ﬁ-vh a.n utter

disregard of the ;uf+erino pi the rest of Europe, He was anxious
4".f*or friendship; and ask:Lng of sympathy. His'- method oﬂ ua:.ting
'around to p-cl; up you.. cig&ette butt almost as it h:!.t {the ground
or aquab'bling over l:itchen left—overe aroused suspic:.on of his -
‘.‘zying to shame yole Ac‘tually the People dreseed well a.nd seemed.

'to have, more than their shs.ree/‘che luxuries remai.ni.ng in. I:u.rope.
his
The fact thar/ﬁ%ﬂe. as well ag &hsi» person was clean and tidy,
far :
which are an attribute to German methods, went 2o in makinc him

.an e..a-;-e-i'.e person, tkough his ldeas were as of one fenced from
" the world by a modern de.rk ages “The future, haunted ri*h ques‘bions y

. begen gradually to unfurl. Tke battalion was sure not to be des-

ignated for occupation in Gemeny end the stay could not.le.st much

. - A}

longer. Clothing and ecuipment Lnspections oeund not ease the"
7&

hopes of remaining umd: for long,. High point men wqre being

shipped out, replacemen‘l:s cane :Ln. The battalion was alerted.
. - ;\ "‘
ji

, \ )

N Y ——c s e emmemte o] L et . - P - . ———



’
»

With the new status ca.me a Jlourish of rumors/and as lasv a con-

viction thet Wamwesc h 2ading direcctly ‘or the Pacific. Time

Awi'bhered in auspen.,e/ andé the day finnlly came for +the compeny’ to :
move to & redeployment area, nuck../ mar‘eed ;f.n cha.ll./.;pol.e the |
focble hepesl in evei*y hea.r‘!;, ' _'.' . “ _\'\.. :- S ' o
’.Ehe nen said sood=bye forever ta morsheim ths morn:.n,s of
July 6the They pit ched shelter-halves at Trier, Gemany late in -
~ the alternoon in the first leg of their retreat and moved on to
'don‘med; for the second nigh y €ntering i‘rance for the f:.rst time

BRI

in four nonths, R TUE R
ﬁ .- : N

Son uly 8th the battalion met in Camp cmcego to 'begin 1ts
redeploynont process, uisappoin ed 'by the mistlitbesn reports of the -
campe mar; fe.tures and not yet resigned to its fate, .
; ‘ Camp Chicego was onl one of me.ny in ‘!:he mar'shalla.ng area near '
'Rheims. Thousends o.f troops were concent*a*ed there, &nd nai‘l::i.ng
out orders to move %o the next phuse of theu- processmg in &
,e‘&aging aree from &he-ae-they would move aguinst Japan either d:l.rec'(:l}

: sd

ox throuah the °t._t°s. The 37“ st secmrdaily '!:o seal the i‘a‘te ot
Arenss Commplilily .

its moving di*ect to the Pacific, Boxes were made eq:d.pment

waterproofed and nacl:ed and marked with shipping mmbers. Clcthing

' -wa.s rechecked::;/ore high point men left wi‘bh the award:!.ng officially
| ‘of the bottalion's fourth battle star,. Repiz:cenents oaime in, The
., m2n who kad remzined in the coml;any sinec 1tc tirth in:llis nare
beginning to feel tho loecs of comraden ..z.verely Toxr ...t was ‘.lmost

es thouc,h they ket thcm.,elve.; heu Lcen 4rensfcrred,

(- . <ea - [RUER . . . ' i : . ro ..-.:'..._J.-.-...u_'\_"t ‘v'.-.‘:«.
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The waiting wes monotonous. The useIeasneea of life weighed

on wear-.r hear‘bs. Home seemea forever be;ond their grasps The

"program of the camp propoaed g half da.ys schedule dee.ling in such

hasic subjects as olose order drill, gas mat:k dr:L'Ll, rifle _n.;pect-
'\

ions/and empty half-hearted lectures on varied subjecte. The cemp

S

was plavued with dus t end beinc, unfini hed provided no mess hall

or kitcher. The washroom was smell ’ crowded and cursed by a drain

tha"{ee:aeﬁ.‘.? ‘“he wrimg wa/,wafm In an area where s0 -
meny thousends of men were concentratecl ( a. condi'bion the Arm; seems
\ \

'to delight in,) g1l pl‘.ces of recreation were a nucleus in a sea of

men, There was no escape from long. 1ine.; end crowds of soldiesrs,

g’?The cemp lay north of Raeims some 25 miles/in an area isolated by

ts distance from even_'the smallest ¢illazes, The men depended
f£irst on their cozrpehy motor pool for .tra.nspdr'&ation_,to any of the

" towns, and later, when their motor pool was turmed over to Ordnance,

the camp tuses were the oniy auhsfitu*‘:e. Such nearby viilages as
were mede available to the men in the eveningé wiere hcpei‘esslyA

crowded with Army bersonnel, a condi‘ion annoying to civilians a.nd

. solddiers dire, Horever, three d.J.r basuses and furloughs were issued

in greafer nu'rtbers than ever befor-, and, aeveang, thoush a man had
little cholce in where Le might take hic Pacoticn, thé men hod their
chonce to escope. _ |

Time pass:ed a.exiously i wifh the coft ball genesw, 'j.:h.ich the
ocompuny vas soon scheduviing regwlluxiy, itle mein attrection throu.gh
the da._-,r &nd. trip to the Red Croua douglinut line an excuse to get

out for a walk before h:.tt:!.ng the "sack," . L \

©— —
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greeted with as much fervor es the cnd ol the war itsel:. Its

g

> 4
element o surprzse Sovarbinr= for much, ‘but the 1mportance of such

Levig of the Atomic bombs‘and Russiats entry dnto the war was

revolutionary force could not be miataken. ;ha burden of a trip
east was surely l*fted. Some men were rilling uO bet +the surrender
of Japan would come ui‘h;n hours and were surpriaed to £ind hov
naarly right they were. The Potsdan Confer,nce and the Japan°se
surrender offer were subjects Passionately discussed, as fulLy | '
explored as the splivting of the Atom a few days before, but perhaps
more wisely. Such encitoment.éfzng;ld boredcm and dagg swept by
unnoticed. Vhat every man prayed for was realized 0¢¢1o_ally when
the "stars and Stripes“ announccd nos more shipping o= un;ts to the
Pacific, The company comrd look forward with a new ce”tainty. Per=
heps they would be home by Christmas, mybe by ;hanksgiving In .
any event they were going home, . The wer was over, I% couldn't be

long now,



