INTRODUCTION OF FOLKLORE PAPERS TWO AND THREE

Paper #2 - Reminiscences from the youth and early manhood of a resident of Ferryland, dating from the 1890's.

Paper #3 - Shipwrecks off the Newfoundland Southern Shore Coast:  recollections by a resident of Ferryland.
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On the afternoon of Sunday, November 8th, at his home in Ferryland, Mr. Morry, age 86, took my mother, my father and myself into his kitchen there, and we sat informally while he told us stories, which I have found necessary to break down  into two categories and this into two papers: recollections of Mr. Morry's youth and early manhood in Ferryland, and stories of shipwrecks on the coasts around Ferryland. The shipwreck stories were of two types, those which had been related to Mr. Morry by his own father and his great grandmother Windsor of Aquaforte, and those of which he had personal knowledge and some involvement.


I wrote down the gist of the stories, with some help from my mother who took shorthand notes which she later transcribed for me, thus I took very few direct quotes from Mr. Morry. I wrote up the material when I arrived home Sunday night, when it was still relatively fresh in my mind. Thus, though the words are mostly my own, all the ideas came from Mr. Morry.


Because Mr. Morry was a little deaf and because I did not know him too well, like my parents did, all questioning was left to my father, who by raising his voice slightly, was able to make himself heard by Mr. Morry.


Since time was of the essence - we arrived at three o'clock and had to leave by five-thirty - and since Mr. Morry tired quickly, detail on some stories is scant. He could not, for example, remember the dates of shipwrecks. But because he was good enough about stopping and recapping, especially in the case of words with difficult spellings, I could not press him about minor details. He said if he had known about a week beforehand of my coming, he would have had a little more time to think and to arrange things in his mind, so that he could give me one segment of his life in toto, rather than recollections from here and there. However, for his age, I think he did a marvellous job, so I have done very little auditing of his facts, other than pacing the stories in chronological order to the best of my ability. All the stories involve Ferryland or the communities nearby, like Aquaforte, Cape Broyle, Renews, Fermeuse, Trepassey and Chance Cove. Some of the tales told were known either by my father or my mother, who could question Mr. Morry on them - none of the stories were familiar to me. All were very enjoyable, as they were all factual and not figments of the imagination.

� NOTE:  These two papers were submitted to her professor at Memorial University by Joan Wheeler in late November 1970 after first submitting a paper recounting the destruction by fire and subsequent wreck of the schooner MOLLIE, without any injury or loss of life, while in charge of her grandfather,  Capt. J. Norris, in Dec. 1902. 





