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EL Civics Objective 22 (Recreation) • INT LOW
Task 2:  Write a Paragraph 

	
Language & Literacy Objectives:

1.  Consult newspapers or other media to identify performances to attend and facilities to visit.
2.  Organize ticket purchases, transportation, and other logistics for cultural and/or recreational activities.

3.  Read posters, playbills, etc. for cultural and/or recreational activities.

7.  Read maps, schedules, floor plans, and/or computer screen information about cultural and/or recreational activities.
8.  Locate recreational facilities in the community and list activities, cost of services, and hours of operation.


	
INTRODUCTION

	In this lesson, students will learn about leisure-time, cultural and recreational activities and venues in the local community.  They will learn how to write a basic paragraph, to summarize information about a place of interest.


	ASSESSMENT TASK

	Students will write an article or review on a leisure-time, cultural, or recreational activity or venue.  The article will address issues such as history or a description of the activity/venue.  25 points possible.


	SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

	Lead students to brainstorm places of interest in the local community.
Introduce students to the common structure of a paragraph in the U.S.
· Emphasize importance of stating topic up front, then providing detail to support

Students write a paragraph after participating in a class field trip.
Students write a paragraph about what they do in their free time, on vacation, etc.


	HANDOUTS PROVIDED

	Handout 1:  Related Vocabulary

Handout 2:  Discussion Questions
Handout 3:  What is a Paragraph?
Handout 4:  Parts of a Paragraph & Answer Key
Handout 5:  Activity:  Read a Paragraph – Information Provided
Handout 6:  Practice:  Write a Paragraph – Information Provided
Additional Resource:  Transitional Devices (Connector Words)
Lab Lesson 1:  Check Them Out (Sharon Holmes, Int High – adapted for Int Low)

Lab Lesson 2:  Getty Museum Search (Carol Palmer, Int Low)


	COMPUTER LAB IDEAS

	· Conduct research online regarding places of interest in the local community.

· Write reviews about movies, theater or music performances.


· Students work in pairs or small groups to conduct research and create a presentation about a recreational, leisure-time or cultural event, activity or venue.  Students share the information with each other via presentations.
 


Task 2 – Handout #1
Related Vocabulary

adapted from www.dictionary.com
information sheet:  a page with information about an activity or venue
chart:  presenting information or facts in the form of graphs or tables.
theatre (theater):  a building, room, or outdoor structure for the presentation of plays, films, or other performances.
show:  a theatrical production or performance, a radio or television program, or a movie.
performance time:  time when a presentation before an audience begins.
venue:  location where an event or activity takes place.

box office:  booth or office (usually in a theater or stadium) where tickets for admission are sold.

matinee:  a theater or movie performance presented in the daytime, usually in the afternoon.
single ticket price:  value or cost of one ticket.
admission:  price paid to enter.
reservation:  something reserved in advance.
artwork:  collection of art pieces, such as photographs, paintings or sculptures.
exhibit:  a public display, for others to see.
visitor services:  activities that are helpful to those visiting a venue.
tour:  to travel through a place.
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Task 2 – Handout #2
Discussion Questions
1. What do you like to do in your free time?

2. What are some things you can do without spending a cent? 

3. How often do you visit museums? When was the last time? 

4. What are some of the most popular recreational activities in your native country? 

5. Have you ever been to a play? If so, when was the last time? 
6. Have you ever been to the theater? 


7. Do you prefer watching movies at home or in a movie theater?

8. Which amusements parks have you visited?  Which was your favorite?
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TASK 2 - Handout #3
What is a Paragraph?
adapted from Online Writing Lab at Purdue University (owl.english.purdue.edu)
What is a paragraph?
A paragraph is a collection of related sentences dealing with a single topic. To be as effective as possible, a paragraph should contain each of the following: Unity, Coherence, A Topic Sentence, and Adequate Development. As you will see, all of these traits overlap. Using and adapting them to your individual purposes will help you construct effective paragraphs.

Parts of a paragraph:
Unity:  The entire paragraph should have one focus or major point. If it begins with one major point, it should not end with another or wander within different ideas.

Coherence:  Makes the paragraph easily understandable to the reader.  Use transition words to link ideas from different sentences.

Topic sentence:  Tells the reader in a general way what your paragraph is going to be about.  In American writing, it is typically the first sentence of a paragraph.

Adequate development:  The topic should be discussed fully and adequately. Writers should beware of paragraphs that only have two or three sentences. It's a pretty good bet that the paragraph is not fully developed if it is that short.

Common Structure:
· Topic sentence

· Example (or Reason) #1

· Example (or Reason) #2

· Example (or Reason) #3

· Conclusion/summary

Example:
I enjoy going to museums in my community.  One reason I like museums is that I can learn about different cultures.  Another reason is that many museums have free days for local residents.  Lastly, I love art and history, and many museums focus on those topics.  Visiting museums is one of my favorite leisure-time activities.
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Task 2 – Handout #4
Parts of a Paragraph

DIRECTIONS:  Read the paragraph below.  Answer the questions that follow.


(There are many tours available to the public through the Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA).   (“Spotlight Talks” are 15-minute tours that focus on one piece of art in the permanent collection.  (Another example is “In Focus Tours,” which are 20-25 minute tours that highlight one artist or style.  (A third example is the “Current Exhibition Talk,” which is a 50-minute tour of the museum’s special exhibitions.  (All of these tours are available to LACMA visitors.


1.  What is the main topic of this paragraph?
2.  What 3 examples does the writer give about the main topic?

3.  With your teacher, label the parts of the paragraph:


____
Topic sentence


____
First example


____
Second example


____
Third example


____
Conclusion/summary
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TASK 2 - Handout #4 (page 2)
Parts of a Paragraph – ANSWER KEY



(There are many tours available to the public through the Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA).   (“Spotlight Talks” are 15-minute tours that focus on one piece of art in the permanent collection.  (Another example is “In Focus Tours,” which are 20-25 minute tours that highlight one artist or style.  (A third example is the “Current Exhibition Talk,” which is a 50-minute tour of the museum’s special exhibitions.  (All of these tours are available to LACMA visitors.



( = topic sentence   

( = first example  

( = second example  

( = third example  

( = conclusion/summary
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TASK 2 - Handout #5 (page 1)

Activity:  Label a Paragraph
DIRECTIONS:  Label the parts of the paragraph below.

	
	Parts of a Paragraph

	Finally, visitors can also watch a 3D film about animals and the environment.
	

	First, you can touch sharks in Shark Lagoon.
	

	Visitors at the Long Beach Aquarium can participate in many different activities.
	

	As I have shown, there are many things to do at the Long Beach Aquarium.
	

	Second, you take a behind-the-scenes tour and learn what it takes to run the Aquarium.
	


DIRECTIONS:  Write the sentences in paragraph form below:
	

	

	


	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



1.  What is the main topic of this paragraph? _______________________________
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TASK 2 - Handout #5 (page 2)

Label a Paragraph – ANSWER KEY
DIRECTIONS:  Label the parts of the paragraph below.

	
	Parts of a Paragraph

	Finally, visitors can also watch a 3D film about animals and the environment.
	Third example

	First, you can touch sharks in Shark Lagoon.
	First example

	Visitors at the Long Beach Aquarium can participate in many different activities.
	Topic sentence

	As I have shown, there are many things to do at the Long Beach Aquarium.
	Conclusion/summary

	Second, you take a behind-the-scenes tour and learn what it takes to run the Aquarium.
	Second example


DIRECTIONS:  Write the sentences in paragraph form below:

Visitors at the Long Beach Aquarium can participate in many different activities.  First, you can touch sharks in Shark Lagoon.  Second, you take a behind-the-scenes tour and learn what it takes to run the Aquarium.  Finally, visitors can also watch a 3D film about animals and the environment.  As I have shown, there are many things to do at the Long Beach Aquarium.


1.  What is the main topic of this paragraph?    Things to do at Aquarium.
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 Task 2 – Handout #6 (page 1)
Read a Paragraph – Information Provided

http://esl.about.com/library/lessons/blwriteparagraph.htm

Directions:  Read the example below.  Note how the writer takes the facts provided, groups ideas together, then writes them in the form of a paragraph.
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Information Sheet:  
Museum of Latin American Art (MoLAA)
Opened in 1996.


Located in Long Beach, California.


Only museum in the western United States that features modern Latin American art.

Upcoming Special Events: 
“A Night in Argentina” - March 23rd (dinner, wine, and folkloric live music show). 
Salsa dance classes – March (available for adults and children).  
Free Family Festival – June 10 (art & entertainment for the whole family).

	Admission Pricing

	General Admission
	$5

	Seniors & Students
	$3

	Children under 12 years & Members
	FREE


Admission Discounts:  

Free admission to all:  Every 2nd Sunday, Every 4th Sunday, Every Friday.

Example Paragraph:

Visiting MoLAA in Long Beach is an affordable way to learn about Latin American art.   For example, admission is free for members and children under 12, $3 for seniors and students, and $5 for everyone else.  In addition, MoLAA hosts free admission days for the general public every Friday and every 2nd and 4th Sunday.  You can also attend the Free Family Festival on June 10, which includes art and music.  In conclusion, for little or no cost, you can experience Latin American culture and learn about its art at MoLAA.
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Task 2 – Handout #6 (page 2)
Practice:  Write a Paragraph – Information Provided
Adapted from: http://esl.about.com/library/lessons/blwriteparagraph.htm
Exercise: Chinese American Museum

· Arrange the sentences about the Chinese American Museum into idea groups. 
· Write a paragraph about the Chinese American Museum using one idea group to create concise sentences about one main topic. 
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Chinese American Museum 
425 North Los Angeles Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

(213) 485-8567

Current exhibits include:

· “Growing Up Chinese-American:  Childhood Toys and Memories,”
·  “Journeys” (narrates Chinese immigration to the US with an emphasis on community settlement in LA), and 
· “Footsteps Through Time” (exploration of family history and preservation through the use of oral interviews, photographs and shoes).


The museum opened on December 18, 2003.


CAM is Southern California’s first and only Museum dedicated to telling the history and stories of the Chinese American experience in Los Angeles.


It is located inside “EL Pueblo de Los Angeles Historical Monument.”

CAM is open Tuesday-Sunday, 10am-3pm.  Closed Mondays and major holidays.

Admission is $3 for the General Public, $2 for Seniors (60+) and Free to members.
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TASK 2 - Handout #6 (page 2)

Practice:  Write a Paragraph – Information Provided (cont.)
DIRECTIONS:  Read the information sheet from the previous page about the Chinese American Museum.  Write a paragraph below which includes three examples or reasons to support your main topic.
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 Task 2 – Additional Resource
Transitional Devices (Connecting Words)

Brought to you by the Purdue University Online Writing Lab at http://owl.english.purdue.edu 



Transitional devices are like bridges between parts of your writing. They are cues that help the reader to interpret ideas in the way that you, as a writer, want them to understand. Transitional devices help you link your sentences together smoothly so that there are no abrupt jumps or breaks between ideas. 

Here is a list of some common transitional devices that can be used to cue your reader in a given way.

To Add:

and, again, and then, besides, equally important, finally, further, furthermore, nor, too, next, lastly, what's more, moreover, in addition, first (second, etc.),

To Compare:

whereas, but, yet, on the other hand, however, nevertheless, on the other hand, on the contrary, by comparison, where, compared to, up against, balanced against, vis a vis, but, although, conversely, meanwhile, after all, in contrast, although this may be true

To Prove:

because, for, since, for the same reason, obviously, evidently, furthermore, moreover, besides, indeed, in fact, in addition, in any case, that is

To Show Exception:

yet, still, however, nevertheless, in spite of, despite, of course, once in a while, sometimes

To Show Time:

immediately, thereafter, soon, after a few hours, finally, then, later, previously, formerly, first (second, etc.), next, and then
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Task 2 – Additional Resource (cont.)
To Repeat:

in brief, as I have said, as I have noted, as has been noted,

To Emphasize:

definitely, extremely, obviously, in fact, indeed, in any case, absolutely, positively, naturally, surprisingly, always, forever, perennially, eternally, never, emphatically, unquestionably, without a doubt, certainly, undeniably, without reservation

To Show Sequence:

first, second, third, and so forth. A, B, C, and so forth. next, then, following this, at this time, now, at this point, after, afterward, subsequently, finally, consequently, previously, before this, simultaneously, concurrently, thus, therefore, hence, next, and then, soon

To Give an Example:

for example, for instance, in this case, in another case, on this occasion, in this situation, take the case of, to demonstrate, to illustrate, as an illustration, to illustrate

To Summarize or Conclude:

in brief, on the whole, summing up, to conclude, in conclusion, as I have shown, as I have said, hence, therefore, accordingly, thus, as a result, consequently, on the whole,

For information about using many of these words and phrases, see the Purdue OWL handout Sentence Variety at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/general/gl_sentvar.html
	

This page is located at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/print/general/gl_transition.html

Copyright ©1995-2004 by OWL at Purdue University and Purdue University. All rights reserved.
Use of this site, including printing and distributing our handouts, constitutes acceptance of our terms and conditions of fair use, available at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/lab/fairuse.html.
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Task 2 - Lab Lesson #1
Check Them Out

Adapted with permission from Sharon Holmes, Int High

Go to one of the following websites:

1. www.tarpits.org
2. www.aquariumofpacific.org (put on your earphones!)

3. www.petersen.org
Spend some time exploring.  Then, answer the following questions:

1.  What is the name of this place?


_______________________________________________________________



2.  What are some things that I would see there?

_______________________________________________________________


3.  What is the street address of this place?


_______________________________________________________________


4.  What hours can I visit?


_______________________________________________________________


5.  How much does it cost?


     _______________________________________________________________




If you have extra time, go to www.mapquest.com and get directions from your house to the place you selected.  Print out the directions and a map.
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Task 2 – Lab Lesson #2
GETTY MUSEUM SEARCH
By Carol Palmer (Int Low)

1.  Go to Google and type in Getty Museum.

2.  Find out this information:

· What hours is it open?

· What is the cost?

· What is the location?

· Is there a tram?

· What is the best time to visit?

3.  Go to the Index and in architecture find out this information about the buildings.

· What stone is it made of?  How many buildings are there?

· What kind of art collection does the Getty mainly have?

· Who are some of the artists?

· What kind of gardens can you see?

4.  Go to “Practical Tips.”  How many cafes are there?

5.  Where is the Getty Villa?

6.  Is there a photo gallery?

7.  What special exhibits are there now?[image: image1.wmf]
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