	EL Civics Objective 13 (Education) - Intermediate
Task [image: image4.png]


1:  Adult School Registration

	
Language & Literacy Objective:  Fill out an authentic school registration form.


	
INTRODUCTION

	Students will learn about the different types and levels of education available in the United States, including primary, secondary, post-secondary, graduate, adult education, etc.  In addition, students will learn how to describe past educational experience and future learning goals in order to complete an authentic (adapted) school registration form. 


	SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

	Develop Understanding of U.S. & California Educational Systems
· Overview of different ages/levels/expectations in US school system

· Identify similar schooling in native countries & compare to U.S.
· Describe own educational experience to date

Set Goals
· Differentiate between short- and long-term goals

· Create a learning plan

School Registration Forms
· Practice filling out sample school registration forms
· Registration process/options (in person, mail, fax, online) – see TAS program brochure



over …

	HANDOUTS PROVIDED

	1. Related Vocabulary

2. Discussion Questions

3. Overview:  The California Education System

4. Matching Activity:  Schools in the U.S.

5. Schools in Home Country & U.S.

6. Reading:  Goal Setting
7. Planning Worksheet:  Goal Setting
8. Practice: Fill in a Registration Form
9. Authentic (adapted) Torrance Adult School registration form
10. CASAS Data Dictionary (defines fields on Torrance Adult School registration form)
11. Additional, authentic school registration forms (LACCD; SCROC)
NOTE:  El Camino & Long Beach City Colleges use online applications only



	ASSESSMENT

	The related task on the assessment requires students to use a provided personal history to fill out an authentic school registration form.  Number and complexity of items increases with language level.


	
POSSIBLE COMPUTER LAB ACTIVITIES

	· Explore websites:  Torrance Adult School, SCROC, El Camino, LA Harbor, etc.

· Create magnet with school phone list
· Complete online registration for school in local community

· Take online assessment to help prepare for setting learning goals



Related Vocabulary
apply:  ask to be admitted

admitted:  allowed to take classes

enroll:  register or sign up for classes

form:  document with blank spaces to write or type information (school registration form, for example)
course:  class
program brochure:  contains course listings and descriptions, school calendar, locations, map, contact information, registration information; published once each term (Fall, Winter, Spring, Summer).
complete:  finish
fill out:  to complete (a form, for example) by providing required information.
attend:  to be present (at school, for example)
academic year:  September-June

semester or term:  length of time class is offered, e.g. Fall (Sept-Dec); Winter (Jan-Mar); Spring (Mar-June)
drop out:  student chooses to stop attending class
suspend:  school stops student from attending class as a punishment

expel:  school forces student to leave (for cheating, for example)

see p. 25 (Data Dictionary) for vocabulary specific to Torrance Adult School registration form
Discussion Questions:  
School Registration
1. Describe the experience when you registered at Torrance Adult School.  Did a friend or relative come with you?
2. Compare school registration in the United States with your native country.  How are the processes similar?  How are they different?


3. If you have children, describe the process of registering them for school in the US.  Is it different in your native country?


4. How many years of schooling did you complete in your native country?  In which subjects?  At which schools?


5. How many years of schooling have you completed in the United States?  In which subjects?  At which schools?


6. What parts of the American school system are confusing to you?

7. What advice would you give to other immigrants registering for school in the US?

The California Educational System

adapted from Santa Ana College School of Continuing Education

Directions:  Read about the different types of schools in the United States.

	Kindergarten
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	Parents are not required to enroll children in school until age six. Schools must admit children into kindergarten who have attained legal age. Legal age is 4 years and 9 months of age on or before September 1st.



	Elementary School 

Grades 1- 6

Ages 6-11

[image: image1.wmf]

	Today, the primary schools in the United States are called elementary schools. Educators teach children the basics, but also the ability to be good citizens and serve society.  The schools also teach equality and try to give each child an equal and fair education.  

	Junior High School
Grades 6-8 or 7-9

Ages 11-14 or 12-14
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	Junior High School is a bridge between elementary school and high school. At this point, the students are given the opportunity to have a number of different teachers and classes during the day.


	High School

Grades 9-12 

Ages 14-18
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	Students attend high school to prepare themselves for vocational programs, community college or university. High School students are free to express their social and political views in a variety of ways.  



The California Educational System (cont.)

	[image: image8.wmf]Home Schooling


	Home Schooling is the term used for parents who choose to teach their own youngsters at home.  It is legal in the state of California.  Students do not go to school.  They learn at home from their parents.  

	Adult School

High School Diploma 
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	Adult schools offer Adult Basic Education, which makes it possible for people without an education to study reading, writing, and mathematics.  English as a Second Language (ESL) classes are given to people who need to learn English.  Citizenship classes and tests for citizenship are offered at many adult schools in California.  Adult schools are available to everyone living in the U.S. over seventeen years old.

	Vocational
Job training 

(3 months - 1 year)
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	Vocational Schools provide job training, and usually take from six months to a year to complete. Many jobs (vocations) are offered at these schools, such as truck driving and air conditioning maintenance.  Many of these programs are offered free or at a low cost.  

	Community College 

Associate (2 years)
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	These schools are available at a very low cost to students who are 18 years or older. El Camino and LA Harbor College are members of the California Community College system.

	University

Bachelors (4 years)

Masters (2 years)

[image: image12.wmf]Doctorate (3-5 years)


	The California University System offers educational opportunities to those who are admitted from high school or who transfer from community colleges. Students can study almost any subject and earn Bachelors (B.A.), Masters (M.A.) and Doctorate (PhD) Degrees.


Matching:  Schools in the U.S.

adapted from Santa Ana College School of Continuing Education

Directions: Match the definition with the sentence. 
	1. ______Elementary School  


	a.   In this school, children learn the basics and how to become a better citizen.



	2. ______ Junior High School


	b.   A student can learn to drive a truck at this kind of school.



	3. ______ High School


	c.   ABE and GED programs are available here.



	4. ______ Adult School


	d.   This school bridges the gap between elementary school and high school.



	5. ______ Vocational School


	e.   Many students go on to community colleges from this school. 



	6. ______ Home School


	f.    You can attend this school and earn Bachelors, Masters, or Doctorate Degrees.



	7. ______ Community College
	g.   This is a two-year school where you can get an Associate’s Degree.



	8. ______ University


	h.   Parents keep their children at home to teach them.




Schools in Your Home Country & the U.S.

adapted from Santa Ana College School of Continuing Education

Directions:  Think about the school system in your country.  What is the type of school in your country that corresponds to each school in the American system?

	U.S. School
	School in My Country

	Kindergarten
	

	Elementary School 
	

	Junior High School
	

	High School
	

	Home Schooling
	

	Adult School
	

	Vocational
	

	Community College 
	

	University
	


Which schools did you attend in your home country?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Which schools have you attended in the U.S.?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Which schools do you plan to attend in the future? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Goal Setting:  ESL Students
adapted from http://eflgeek.com/index.php/eflgeek/comments/goal-setting/
written by a Canadian teaching EFL (English as a Foreign Language) in Korea, March 30, 2004
One of the things that I do with my students is teach them about goals. I'm a big advocate of learner autonomy.  I believe that setting goals is an important part of learning that many students ignore or don’t do well.  When I ask students what their English goal is, about 95% of the time the response is, "I want to improve my English."  The rest of the time it is, "I want to get a good score on the TOEFL exam” or something like that. 

These are ineffective goals.  Why?  They do not meet the requirements of a good or SMART goal. These include:


1. Specific
2. Measurable
3. Acceptable
4. Realistic
5. Tangible (with a target date)
1. Specific

A well-defined goal must be specific.  A goal is specific if it can be clearly stated in one-two sentences. 
Too General:  To speak English like a native speaker. 
Specific:  To be able to speak English for 5 minutes on the telephone and not have a native speaker realize I am Korean.

2. Measurable

A goal is measurable if there is a specific outcome which is to be achieved. Measurement is an assessment of success or failure in achieving the goal. 

Not Measurable:  Improve my English.
Measurable:  Watch a 30 minute TV show and understand the plot and most of the dialogue without a problem.

3. Acceptable

A goal is acceptable if it meets your criteria of what you value. It is useless to set a goal for yourself that you do not believe in. 

4. Realistic

A goal is realistic if you believe it is attainable. Analyze your strengths and weaknesses the task demands to decide how realistic a goal is. 

Unrealistic:  Speak English like a native speaker.

Realistic:  Be able to speak English with native speakers at work, so they understand the information I am sharing with them.

5. Tangible
A goal is more likely to be achieved with a proper time frame or target date. 

Unrealistic: To become an interpreter in 1 year.
Realistic:  To get accepted to an interpretation school by next year.

Goal Setting:  Planning Worksheet
The following general goals are your choices on the Torrance Adult School registration form.  Which two goals match your language goals most closely?  Mark them here:
· Improve basic literacy (reading & writing) skills

· Improve English skills (communicate better with others)

· High School Diploma/GED

· Get a job

· Retain (keep or improve) a job

· Enter college or training

· Work-based project

· Family goal (e.g. read more with children, get more involved at child’s school)
· U.S. Citizenship (pass test)
· Military

· Personal goal (e.g. pass a driver’s test)
· Other

Directions:  Now, be more specific and describe the steps you will take to achieve one of the general goals you selected above.

1. Describe one long-term goal you have in learning English.

2. How will you achieve that goal?

3. What are some short-term goals to help you achieve the major goal?

4. What resources are available to you?

5. Who do you know that can help you achieve this goal?

Practice:  Fill Out a Registration Form

adapted from Santa Ana College School of Continuing Education

Directions:  Write the number from the application in front of each piece of information.  Then fill out the application with the correct information.

	____
Jenny Lien Tran

____    School Identification:  999-54-3210

____
3228 Happy Trail Rd.


____
Torrance, CA 90504

____ 
(310) 555-2529

____
July 27, 1971 born in Saigon, Vietnam
	____
is a woman

____
works part-time

____
graduated from high school in the U.S.
____
Vietnamese

____
speaks Vietnamese fluently 

____   is not Hispanic or Latino

	
	


Torrance Adult School – Student Registration Information

(1) SS#/ID __ __ __ - __ __ - __ __ __ __    (2) ______________________________________________





               Last Name (Print)

First Name (Print)

     MI

(3) Address: _________________________________________________________________________



Number


Street



Apt #

(4) City _________________  Zip: __ __ __ __   (5) Birth Date ___/___/___  (6) Sex: □ Male  □ Female
                                                                                                       MM   DD    YY


(7) Home Ph: (_____) _____ - ______ Wk Ph: (_____) _____ - _______  Cell Ph: (_____) ___ - ______


(8) Are you Hispanic or Latino?   □ Yes  □ No



(9) Ethnicity/Race:  (mark one or more):

□ White    □ Asian    □ Black    □ Filipino    □ American Indian    □ Pacific Islander/Hawaiian

(10) Native Language:

□ English(01)    □ Spanish(02)    □ Vietnamese(03)
□ Chinese(04)
□ Hmong(05)
□ Cambodian(06)     
□ Tagalog(07)   □ Korean(08)      □ Lao(09)       
□ Russian(10)
□ Farsi(11)        
□ Other(12)

	(11) What is your highest educational level?

□ None                                      □ Technical Certificate

□ GED Certificate                      □ 4 Yr College Graduate

□ High School Diploma             □ Graduate Studies

□ 2 Yr College Degree (AA)      □ Earned outside the U.S.
	(12) Employment Status:

□ Employed

□ Unemployed and Looking for work

□ Unemployed and not looking for work

□ Retired                        

	(13) Circle highest years of school completed:  Elementary 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8   Secondary: 9 10 11 12  Post-Secondary 13 14 15 16



STUDENT SIGNATURE:  ___________________________________________
Date: ______________
I attended Torrance Adult School before:  □ Yes  □ No  
Torrance Adult School – Student Registration Information

SS#/ID __ __ __ - __ __ - __ __ __ __    ____________________________________________________________




           Last Name (Print)

First Name (Print)
             MI

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________



Number


Street



Apt #

City _____________________________  Zip: __ __ __ __ __  Birth Date ____/____/____  Sex: □ Male  □ Female
                                                                                                     MM      DD      YY


Home Ph: (_____) _____ - ________ Wk Ph: (_____) _____ - _________  Cell Ph: (_____) _____ - _________

Are you Hispanic or Latino?   □ Yes  □ No



Ethnicity/Race:  (mark one or more):

□ White    □ Asian    □ Black    □ Filipino    □ American Indian    □ Pacific Islander/Hawaiian

Native Language:

□ English(01)    □ Spanish(02)    □ Vietnamese(03)
□ Chinese(04)
□ Hmong(05)
□ Cambodian(06)     
□ Tagalog(07)   □ Korean(08)      □ Lao(09)       
               □ Russian(10)
□ Farsi(11)        
□ Other(12)

	What is your highest educational level?

□ None                                      □ Technical Certificate

□ GED Certificate                      □ 4 Yr College Graduate

□ High School Diploma             □ Graduate Studies

□ 2 Yr College Degree (AA)      □ Earned outside the U.S.
	Employment Status:

□ Employed

□ Unemployed and Looking for work

□ Unemployed and not looking for work

□ Retired                        

	Circle highest years of school you completed:  Elementary 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8   Secondary: 9 10 11 12  Post-Secondary 13 14 15 16


What are your goals for this class?

Select one choice in #1 and one choice in #2

#1
#2


□
□
Improve basic literacy skills

□
□
Improve English skills

□
□
High School diploma/GED

□
□
Get a job

□
□
Retain a job

□
□
Enter college or training

□
□
Work-based project

□
□
Family goal

□
□
U.S. Citizenship

□
□
Military

□
□
Personal goal

□
□
Other

STUDENT SIGNATURE:  ___________________________________________
Date: ______________

Torrance Adult School – Student Registration Information (cont.)

Data Dictionary – Adapted from CASAS Administration Manual for California (2005-06)
	SS#/ID
	Social Security number, or school-generated student identification number

	Last Name
	Family name or surname (students should choose one name and use it consistently on all school forms)

	MI
	Middle initial (first letter of middle name)

	Birth Date
	Month (MM) / Day (DD) / Year (YY), example:  07/31/06 (July 31, 2006) – use a leading zero for numbers less than 10

	Sex
	Gender (male = man; female = woman)

	Ethnicity/Race
	Indicate the groups with which the student primarily identifies, according to the student’s origins.

	Native Language
	Prevalent language spoken in the home when the student was a child.

	Highest Educational Level
	Highest diploma or degree earned in the U.S. or another country.

	Employment Status
	Whether or not student currently works.

	Highest year of school completed
	Number of full years attended in the U.S. or another country before enrolling in the current program.

	Goals for the class
	Students should select goals that are attainable within the current school year (Sept-June).

· Improve basic literacy skills = basic reading, writing and speaking

· Improve English skills = improve speaking, listening and writing skills to communicate better with others

· Retain job = Upgrade skills to keep current job or get a better job

· Family goal = Specific and related to instruction.  For example, increased involvement in children’s education, reading more to child, or similar goal.

· Personal goal = Specific and related to a defined outcome (such as pass a driver’s test or improve reading ability).
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