A Statement which I copied from the MS Ireland's Societies Web-site,  …….... Would u like to add Problems/Gripes/Good Comments, to the list I have started ??  

Please, please do ..... I'd like to know what other problems are out there for all other Irish MS members and anyone else who might feel the need to change things and wishes to contribute.

The more we know the more we can try and change the way things are today for the better, …………. For all of us!

QUOTE ..... "The MS Society exists to: Facilitate People with Multiple Sclerosis (PWMS) to control their lives and environment, to live with dignity and participate in the community." 

1. Be more open to being asked questions for a start.

2. Increase the maximum grant allowed to any member needing financial assistance.

3. There are no support systems in place that would be of any interest to any single ( Without partner ) MS individual.
4. Where are the home visits from any physical exercise aid helper that works for the MS society ……….  That would be of such benefit to any individual who uses a wheelchair to help him/her maintain their fitness levels. The Eastern Health board don’t assist in this area, it takes too much out of me to go anywhere now so why make it harder for me to have to go elsewhere for any physical treatment/exercise etc.................. Bring them to me please for an hour once a week even, the Eastern Health Board don't do it, I have asked, telling me what to do doesn't help, I need help to exercise at this stage, if I get down on the ground I can't get up alone anymore ! 

5. A Massage once weekly in your own place of residence would be a good step in the right direction for keeping my tendons and muscles in shape.

6. No advice on fundraising, loans etc. to be had.

7. There could be a list or lists of MS members that have similar social interests available published in their magazine.

8. A database of e-mail members of the Society would be nice to have as further support. 

9. Very limited advice on housing, accommodation options etc.

10.  A decent Chat room to go too for Irish MS person's would cost around £500.00 annually and would be so beneficial to us all. 
11.  To find some way to speed up the process of disability grant approval.

12.  Ensure that a wheelchair user is given the correct replacement when  he/she leaves their wheelchair in for repair.

13.  Old age Pensioners can get a security system and panic button put in place which is paid for by Government, what's there in place to assist me if I fall.

14.  Ideas about Teleworking from home.

15.  Computer training at home for people with disabilities. 

16.  After your initial diagnosis u are given information/counseling and then seem to be forgotten about and left to your own devices to get through life, there seems to be no follow up on how your managing. 

17. How about a lobby to relax the rules regarding Disabled Drivers 

18. PARKING PERMITS to allow for MSERS who suffer extreme fatigue? 

19.  I would like it, if they did a survey amongst all banks and insurance companies in Ireland and how they view MS regarding cover if you
have the illness already and how claims are handled if you contracted the
illness after you have signed a policy with them. 

20. I think there should be a database about insurance problems and issues where people with MS voluntarily share their experience without actually having their names disclosed to other members who seek advice.

21. I could do with meeting other young (and not so young) people every so often for a bit of support - there's no such group.

22.  I could do with information about work, about insurance about financial things. 

23.  Only speaking to Counselors that actually have MS would be a good thing.

24.  THE INTERNET WILL BE OUR MOST VALUABLE APPLIANCE IN THE FUTURE AND MAYBE SHOULD BE SUPPLIED TO ALL MSERS WITH THEIR LONG TERM ILLNESS CARD, just like the free TV lisence !
25.  Who is the MS Society accountable to?

26.  Is there any level at which they are accountable to their client group (MS               sufferers)?

27. What are their policies for dealing with each of the issues raised by their
membership? 

28.  Who makes up the Board of management governing the MS Society and what are their individual responsibilities/who are they accountable to?

29.  Do they have a development plan? If so can I see it, and what input do
the membership have, if any?

Etc.Etc.Etc.

