| PONPAGU'C HARRI'RS ON DEBSHAN RANCH

Seven separate sightings of male Montagu's Harriers Circus pygargus were made

oo “ebshan ‘amch (a; roc. 20§, 29° 35'7) within the period 16 Janvary te

17 February 1990, In addition Dave and Magsie Tredgold told us of two sightings
they had mede Just before, and one just after, ourse Inm all instances the birds
vere idemtified by their typical harrier shape of long and narrov wings and 1oﬂ¢.
narrew tail, and their quartering low over the grasslande The males were
predominantly grey above vith a dlack line and paler below with longitudinal liness
and they had several black primaries in each wings, They were all sighted flying
over grassland which had a few scattered trees and shrubs, In the same period, -
and avea, four sightings of female or juvenile harriers ( " ringtails ") were '
zadey but spegifie 'idmt.ities (or ages) were not determined, Yo sighting was

made of a i'allid Harrier l. macrourusj " however we 4id see one male that oould

not de identified with certainty to either species, being too fax avay. All

birds flew low except one male that soared after bdeing disturbed from its perch
low in & treej this male scarei in oircles until at least 100 m high amd im so
doing attracted four wvultures to soar also in its thermal,

The dates and aprroximate locstats uere ;s; f£o'lows——

Male ¥ontagu's ’

17 January = OJH 683.68743 22 January - H 720,840
28 January - JH 712,843; 1 February - 3H 712,837
1 "ebruary - H 717.8453 | 11 Pebruary - 2 7244834
17 ?obr;nry - JH 724.848

Unidentified male

2. Febtruary - B 735,827

" Ri ils
16 Janwary - H é%‘f/ﬂ; 27 Januawy H 720,840
5 rebyuary = -H 719.835; 17 “ebruary GH 733,832

It should .be noted with the U™ grid system, that the difference in distance
betwsen 733 and 719, for examrle, is 1,4im, Thus in sunmary, we had 12 sightings i
in about 90 sq.lm, over a period of 3. days,

]

je thank D.Tredgold for allowing us on the Ranch to study birds, and P.Mundy for
help with this note, .
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