MAHABHARATA TATPARYANIRNAYA - 4

(Continued) - Prof. K. T. Pandurangi

The third important ground is that the Mahabharata narrates the
glory of Sri Rama also :-

ST THHAT TS ATHITLSTGHTEAT |

TEATE TG WRAAIh g eTfed FTa |l

The story of Sri Rama narrated here is called out from
Mularamayana. Sri Madhvacharya has elaborated it in this
Mahabharata Tatparyanirnaya bringing out the ethical and philosophical
implications of various events of Ramayana. It is further elaborated by
Sri Narayana Panditacharya in Sangraha Ramayana.

Thus, Mahabharata is an Epic that contains, the glory of the two
incarnations of the Supreme God viz., Sri Rama and Sri Krishna. Its
greatness is enhanced by the further fact that it is composed by Sri
Vedavyasa who himself is an incarnation of lord Vishnu.

FOTRTA AT farfg TREeT T |

I ISR AGHRAFRA |

Another important feature of Mahabharata is, it is in three
languages viz., &, @ and &l |

rTeg. Frferameest 7T & geyeRia: |

Shl 31 AfAT forsot: @t R s )

ARSI Feaead JTese f |

Tfreg. FwTEEg i = T I

TerTg foreunifE sfem swaint Fumda: || (1-125, 126, 127, 128)

a) The glory of the supreme God is conveyed by samadhi bhasa.
This naturally has to be accepted as it is.

b) Darsana bhasa is of two types : i) whatever conflicts with what
is stated before and after that is Darsana bhasa. This naturally has to
be interpreted in tune with what is stated before and after or else it has
to be rejected. ii) Whatever is merely a restatement of some other
Darsana quoted for refutation or to show the hollowness of it.

c) Guhyabhasa is that which is different from samadhi and
Darsana bhasa. In case of Guhyabhasa its deeper meaning has to be
taken rejecting the apparent meaning.

5) One more important feature of Mahabharata is, it has three
layers of the meaning viz., 7=, snfeqsrfs and saf=wfs |

TS i FAQ AR TR |
TR R TR 1) (11-142)
a. WO YU & JIsTH: o |
grfae Tl ST aomedts g=wd |1
b. ot weRATIERTE: ATl IS |
HIEHTEG T I HeaTfe o g 1)
C. TR AT Faifor J==1f q |
aeaTre T iR &g 1) (I-142, 145)

The story of Mahabharata centering round the personalities of Sri
Krisna, Pandavas etc., is the Astikadi layer of the meaning. This layer
is designated as Astika because the Pandavas whose story is narrated
have been great Astiks, that is to say, they had great faith in Sri
Krisna.

The Manvadi layer of the meaning is that meaning which conveys
the virtues represented by Yudhistira, Bhima etc. Yudhistira represents
Dharma, Bhimasena represents Bhakti, Jnana, Prajna, Medha etc., Ten
virtures :-

ittt @A g=t A gfe: e |

F1T: YTOT & = FahIQT 3hT T 11 (I1-146)



Arjuna represents s=er, 7 and frfgsaeT Nakula and Sahadeva
represent zfie and faa. 2wt represents Vedas. These virtures of these
personalities are demonstrated in the events connected with them in
the story of Mahabharata. This layer of meaning is Manvadi meaning.
The expression Manvadi refers to Dharma etc., virtues listed here.

Arae wrEd efin: T gt aE o e
T F@aTar SerAfa AuET=d T |
The Third layer of meaning viz., sftaf=r is that meaning which

brings out Narayana as the meaning of each and every word of
Mahabharata.

TRTICTE AT GO =11 G |

aearrifrErEAfT TR g

The expression saf=r (11-145) itself refers to Narayana and brings
out his Tefeme |

SN - FAaTaf SXefer STfer: Faleadl AR |
T SRV TR TR HGHRAT- ST Jeadl Tfaareagf=ad |

From the above explanation of the three layers of meaning and
the terms refering to these three layers viz., sufefy, a=nfy and safEt
it is clear that these expressions do not refer to three beginnings of
Mahabharata as contended by some modern Indologiests. These do
not refer to the episodes of Astika, Manu and Uparicara as contended
by them. This is made emphatically clear by Sri Vadiraja long before
the Indologists thought of a reference to these episodes :-

TS i g 3heT e ST T EHT
T SATfeqarel i Suferreat sg; A |

AT TEFEES WA STATAT | STTFETahia =R &
FUIRTIHEHROTR Fegaegeqedd o SITfuafor ST T
THATATIATAT TEIATT ST ST JHSARITIT
THGITAT TITI T GAXHEITI |

The three layers of meaning as explained above are much more
rich than a mere reference to certain episodes. These bring out the
very indepth meaning of Mahabharata.

6) Just as Yudhistira, Bhimasena etc., Pandavas represent cer-
tain virtues the Kaurava represent certain evil tendencies.
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ATRTSEETEHRRT K0T TSI 7 |

RO Sfeamode g g af e
qrURaTEg gty awi fasogfiasra: 1) (1l-148, 150)

This chapter is especially devoted to bring out the Supremacy of
Lord Narayana, the Superiority of Vayu among the gods, the sepcial
role played by Bhimasena, who is an incarnation of Vayu, in
Mahabharata, the greatness of Mahabharata that conveys the su-
premacy of Narayana and the supporting events of Mahabharata story
in three layers of language with three layers of meaning. These pur-
poses are achieved by quoting the relevant verses and events from
Mahabharata itself.

ORI Fd WRIgg e G |

TR o qotefaotard || (1-187)

When one steers through such a rich treatment of the contents
of the Mahabharata one is amply convinced of the declaration.

frrote: welzmrRaTOTH WTRE TfkETfda | (1-9)
HECCAT AR TR |
e 91 9 el I | (I-12)

(To be continued)



