MAHABHARATA TATPARYANIRNAYA - 3

(Continued) - Prof. K. T. Pandurangi

In the second chapter designated as GITF&R the purport of the
sacred scripture delineated in the first chapter is demonstrated by the
verses in Mahabharata :
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Before this task is executed two points have to be clarified :
1. Whether the Text of Mahabharata that is handed down is authentic
2. What are the special grounds to select Mahabharata especially for
this purpose.

Sri Madhvacharya concedes that attempts are made to
contaminate and mutilate the text of Mahabharata. This has happened
not only in the case of Mahabharata but several other Texts.
Therefore, he assures that he has collected the manuscripts of
Mahabharata from different parts of the country and has ascertained
the authentic version of it. In doing so he has not merely relied on
manuscripts as the modern scholars do but also taken into
consideration the entire tradition of the scriptural literature. The latter
criterea is very important. Every text is a part of a tradition. Therefore,
anything that is contrary or contradicts the tradition is not likely to be
the authentic portion of that text. Internal contradiction within the text
or with the tradition is likely to be the result of the interpolation or
mutilation. In modern Textual criticism this vital point is ignored. This
second criterea is stated by Sri Madhvacharya as :
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As regards the contamination and the mutilation of the Texts and

his efforts to ascertain the authentic Text of Mahabharatha his
observations set very scientific guidelines of Textual criticism.
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After assuring that the purport of Mahabharata will be explained
by a reference to the authentic Text ascertaining it as stated above.
Sri Madhvacharya states the special grounds because of which this
work is especially selected for FTraTeRif=o | The treatment of this
topic is quite elaborate in this chapter. We mention most striking
grounds stated here :-

1) The most important ground is that Mahabharata declares the
Supremacy of Narayana emphatically, unconditionally and as the to-
tal purport of the entire scripture.
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2) The second important ground is that Mahabharata declares the
importance of Vayu. It clearly states that Vayu played the role of the
chief assistant of lord Narayana in his three incarnations of Rama,
Krishna and Vedavyasa assuming the incarnation of Hanuma, Bhima
and Madhva. The fact that Bhimasena plays a major role in
Mahabharata is fully brought out :-
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(11-34,35)

(11-15,16,17)

(11-128,129)

(Il-155)

(11-163)

(I1-164,165)

(I1-174)

In verses 11-156-160 Mantras from sfesceamgsh that high light the

glory of I&g™eT in his three incarnations are quoted.

Several events in Mahabharata clearly show that Bhimasena
plays the most important role in Mahabharata guided by lord Sri
Krishna. Killing of Jarasandha and Duryodhana are two major in-
stances. The purpose of God's incarnation is to remove the burden of
the evil persons on the earth. In achieving this purpose Maruti i.e.,
Mukhyaprana plays an important role as Bhimasena. The depiction of

this has made Mahabharata a great epic.

(To be continued)




