
MAHABHARATA TATPARYANIRNAYA - 2

– Prof.  K. T.  Pandurangi

Sri Madhvacharya, particularly points out that the Vedas declare
the Supremacy of Vishnu. He quotes a number of hymns of Rgveda
and declares the Supremacy of Vishnu. We will notice a few here.

1.  ì_Y" Qu\"_Y" X"rÛ l̂̀ "pu {\"^N"puZuO"_Y" T"øW"wP"u `{\"{W"ê# $ (R. V. VII-40-5)

2.  _O"s{` dsO"z B"O"ê_"Qz Y"s\"pS"X"o $ (R.V. II - 33 - 11)

3.  T"øR"pS\"_Y" X"`O"pu X"`p{S" _"OY"p_"OY"_Y" @¡ZN"p{S" \"puE"X"o $ (R.V.II - 15)

4.  _"OY"# _"pu_Y" X"{`X"p B"wN"u ð"\"pu Y"c"û "s {\"T"øZpGY"u $

From this it is clear that those who hold the view that Vishnu is
only a Puranic deity, not a Vedic deity are quite ignorant of Vedas.

In order to bring home the Supremacy of Lord Vishnu Sri
Madhvacharya mentions the fact that all others i.e., all Jivas right from
Vayu are Pratibimbas of Vishnu and they are in a hierarchical order.
ìpW"p_"@¡pu_Y" T"\"S"# T"\"S"_Y" àç# ð"û "pOX"@¡pu T"\"S" ï\" E" ð"@ø¡@¡pX"pv $

Vayu is Pratibimba of the Supreme God. Rudra and Garuda are
the Pratibimba of Vayu, Indra and Kama, are the Pratibimba of Garuda
and Rudra. In this way the line goes on upto h¡{^", B"SR"\"ê etc. This is
the line of Purusas. The line of women commence with ZX"p and move
in the order viz., Sarasvati, Bharati, Parvati, Suparni and so on.

The Jivas are three types viz., X"s{�¡Y"puBY", {S"OY"_"z_"pqZS"o and O"X"puY"puBY" $
Under each category there are innumerable Jivas.

O"_X"pO"o _"X"p{Ê"X"{T" Y"p[SO" S" G"r\"_"zC"p# $
ìpS"SOY"X"u\" B"N"ð"pu[_O" Y"O"pu {` O"û "pX"o $$

These Jivas are distinct from the God. These are also mutually
distinct. Both the God and Jivas are distinct from the Jadas. The
Jadas are also mutually distinct. Thus there are five principal
categories of W"uQ -
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G"r\"uð"Y"pu{W"êQp E"v\" G"rS"W"uQ# T"Z_T"ZX"o $
G"L>uð"Y"puG"êL>pS"pz E" G"L>G"r\"{W"Qp O"P"p $
T"ú" W"uQp òX"u {S"OY"p _"\"pê\"_P"p_"s _"\"êð"# $
X"s�¡pS"pz E" S" `rY"SO"u O"pZO"XY"z E" _"\"êQp $$ ( I-70, 71)

The Jiva attains liberation only by the grace of the God.

Y"X"u\"v̂ " \"wN"sO"u O"uS" �WY"# - (I-78)

The grace of the God is to be obtained by the knowledge and
devotion. The knowledge should contain the following ingredients.

1. _"\"uê̂ "pz E" `qZ{S"êOY"z {S"Y"SO"p O"ªð"p# T"Zu (I-80)

God is the regulator of all and all are entirely dependent upon
Him.

2. O"pZO"XY"z O"O"pu c"uY"z _"\"uê{ð"O\"z `Zu_O"P"p $ (I-80)

The God is Supreme and all others are inferior to Him in a
hierarchical order.

3. T"ú" W"uQpzðE" {\"c"pY" {\"^N"pu# _\"pW"uªX"u\" E" $ (I-80)

The five types of differences be known and also the fact that
there are no internal differences within the God.

4. ì\"O"pZpS"o `Zuc"pêO\"p S"p\"O"pZp `ZuðE" Y"u $ (I-81)

One Should know as to which are the Avataras of the God and
which are merely Avesas.

5. _"w{Í>Zb"p¢p{O"c"pS"{S"Y"OY"c"pS"V"SR"S"pS"o $
X"pub"z E" {\"^N"sO"_O\"u\" c"pO\"p X"s{�¡S"ê E"pSY"P"p $$ (I-82)

One can attain the liberation by knowing the _"wÍ>Y"pü@¡O"wêO\" of the
God. These are, creation, protection, destruction, giving knowledge,
regulation, causing ignorance, causing bondage and bestowing
liberation.

6. \"uQpðE" T"ú"Zpe"p{N" _"u{O"`p_"T"sZpN"@¡pS"o $
c"pO\"p {\"^N"sT"sZpN"u\" X"sEY"O"u S"pSY"P"p É¡{E"O"o $$ (I-83)

One can attain liberation by knowing that Veda, Pancharatra,
Ithihasa, Purana etc., the Sacred literature declares the supremacy of
Lord Vishnu.

This enumeration of the ingredients of knowledge covers four
important aspects :

a.  {\"^N"s_"\"puêOO"X"O\" b.  G"r\"T"pZO"SeY", G"r\"O"pZO"XY"

c.  T"ú"W"uQ d.  _"\"ê\"uQT"ø{O"T"püO\"

This is exactly ð"p_e"O"pOT"Y"ê{S"N"êY" the theme of the first Adhyaya.

(To be continued)


