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Some Speculation on Gray Family History that goes WAY Back

By 

Larry Pearce


I monitor the family message boards on the Internet regularly, mostly WWW.RootsWeb.com and WWW.Genealogy.com. In fact, next to the stories and documents handed down through family tradition, I’d have to say that most of my leads and human associations have come through these contacts. Now I’m not saying that all these sources and information have been accurate and reliable, but I believe that most historical and even scientific inquiry begins with what we call “research questions.” Scholars, and I’m not claiming to be one, form hypotheses from these questions then proceed to primary artifacts and surveys. If nothing else, over the years these Internet acquaintances and their tidbits have been just plain interesting. As I tell my students in writing and speaking classes, “Qualify the information as carefully as possible, cite your sources, then let the reader or listener be the judge.” I believe that honest inquiry, like responsible journalism, has the responsibility to present all sides. So, I’d like to share with you two of the more interesting postings I’ve come across recently. In the end, I’ll let you decide their validity.


Ironically, both collections of information come from men with the surname of Livingston. I don’t know if they are related, but that would be an interesting question to pose to them. The first, Robert, begins, “I have info on descendants of Thomas Gray of Jamestown and before that as well.” As we’ll learn later, he’s referring to the colony planted in Virginia in the early 1600’s. My research has uncovered fewer than five “Grayes” in the settlements at Jamestown and Plymouth, but I’ll need to recheck for a Thomas. [See "An Introduction to Our Gray Clan."] Robert says that he’s a descendant of Thomas and that more recently his family has resided in Wayne County, Mississippi. Robert continues:



We descend from Vikings who invaded Scotland in the 700-800s. Then Thorfin 


Rollo, the great Viking raider led a raid on Normandy and defeated Charles the 


Simple of France in about 910 AD. His son Fulbert was granted lands in Picardy 


(northern France) in an area called Croy (or Gray).

This reiterates one theory stated in our introduction to E-Gen: Gray that the Gray name came originally from France but it implies that we can go much further back. We’ll go back beyond Scotland and France in a minute, but we do want to point out a conflict that will arise as we do. Our other source, Glenn Livingston, connects Fulbert (b.978) to a Swedish father named Thorgils (b.936), a very important discrepancy. But, without citing his source, Robert confirms more of my historical material saying:



As a Norman Nobleman [the son] became Fulbert of Croy or Gray. He had a 


daughter, Arlotta [more about her later], who was the mother of William the 


Conqueror. Fulbert [in addition to being WTC’s grandfather] was also William 


the Conqueror’s Great Chamberlain.

Webster defines “chamberlain” as being anything from a bedchamber attendant to a treasurer to a steward or officer in charge of a household. You get the idea that the old man was on the inside track with this famous individual though. Robert Livingston concludes:



Members of the Gray or deGray family later [rode] with William the Conqueror 


to defeat the British at the Battle of Hastings (1066). William [became] King of 


England. Lady Jane Gray (Queen of England for several days only) was a direct 


descendant.

History books will bear these later events out. I present more detail on our Lady Jane’s fate in an E-Gen: Gray entitled "Lady Jane Grey: Queen for Nine Days," but for now let’s hear what else Glenn Livingston has to say.


The earliest ancestor to the Gray clan was not a Viking, a Scot, or a Frenchman at all, according to Glenn Livingston, but rather a Swede named Radbard, born about 638 AD. At some point in his life he emigrated to Russia to start a trading post, but somehow became a king. Perhaps we are dealing in semantics here. Perhaps he was a leader who lost a battle back in Sweden and was asked to leave, so he set up a store to make ends meet, then like Sam Walton became so popular that his customers crowned him ruler. We do know that he became King of Garderridge, Novgorod, Russia, and married a princess, the daughter of the King of Sweden, named Aud Ivarsdottir. She was five years older than Radbard, born about 633 AD, but the best part is that her nickname was “The Deep Minded,” which is certainly better for us, her descendants, than “The Simple Minded,” which isn’t much different that the earlier reference to Charles “The Simple” of France. Is it possible that Aud’s father allowed her to marry a merchant but insisted that they go live somewhere else so as not to take his kingship away? 


Nevertheless, as happens with humans and other biological creatures, the couple had a son named Randver, born about 710 AD in Denmark. We’re not sure why yet another country was involved unless the birthing hospitals or midwives were better there. You could probably figure that his last name was Radbardsson. His title became “Prince of Russia,” and he died in the sea battle of Bravik in 770. Glenn Livingston notes:



King Radbard was called by other names as well—Roric Slingeband (king) of 


Lethra (Ruric Rurick Hroerekr). It is also from him through another son that the 


Royal Family Rurick descendants that ruled all of Russia until the line died out in 


the 1600s. Ivan the Terrible was of this Rurick family. Some think that the last 


male was killed and then the Romanov family came into power to fill the void. 


From here, like Glenn, I’ll just list the vital statistics of these early Gray ancestors, with an occasional comment of course:

GEN
NAME/TITLE

BORN
  PLACE
DIED
PLACE
MARRIED
  3
Sigurd Ranvarsson,
 730
  Denmark
  ?
  ?

Alfhild Gandolfsdottir


  King of Lethra

  4
Ragnar Sigurdsson,
 750
  Sweden
 845
England
Aslaug Sigurdsdottir


  King of Lethra

  5
Bjorn Ragnarsson
 777
  Denmark
  ?
  ?

unknown Norwegian


  nn “Ironside”

  6
Refill Bjornsson
 796
  Sweden
  ?
  ?

  ?

  7
Erik Refilsson

 814
  Sweden
  ?
  ?

  ?

  8.
Emund Eriksson
 832
  Sweden
  ?
  ?

  ?

  9.
Erik Edmundsson
 849
  Sweden
  ?
  ?

unknown Swede

 GEN
NAME/TITLE

BORN
  PLACE
DIED
PLACE
MARRIED 

 10
Bjorn Eriksson
 867
  Sweden
  ?
  ?

unknown Swede


  nn “The Old”

 11
Olof Bjornsson
 885
  Sweden
  ?
  ?
           IngebergThrandsdatter


  nn “Mitkg”

 12
Styrbjorn Olafsson
 903
  Sweden
  ?
  ?

Thyra Haraldsdatter


  nn “The Strong”

 13      Thorgils Styrbjornsson  936
  Sweden
  ?
  ?

  ?

From this point on, the surnames no longer indicate “the son of” or “the daughter of,” as seemed to be the general custom in many parts of the world. With the birth of Fulbert in France, the surname indicates the point of origin, at least of the patriarch as in this instance. Falaise was a town, in which case the wife’s maiden name might be the same as the husband’s, not necessarily any indication of a common bloodline. As we shall see beginning with John De Grai (16), the husband’s surname and origins seem to be more important, or at least the record keeping wasn’t quite as good as it was in Scandinavia and Russia, because we see many references to only “Mrs. so and so.”   

 14
Fulbert deFalaise
 978
  France
  ?
  ?

Doda deFalaise

Fulbert and Doda had at least two children: Harlette, a daughter (b. 1003 in Normandy), and Reynald (see generation 15 below). Apparently, Harlette never married but had children with Robert I, the Duke of Normandy, known as “The Magnificent,” or by some as “The Devil.” We don’t know enough French to be certain that Harlette was Fulbert and Doda’s daughter’s true given name. It certainly sounds like an aspersion or a defaming nickname, although other accounts spell it Arlotta, without the silent “H.” Some genealogies spell her name “Herleve.” Howarth writes, “Robert had caught the eye of a girl named Herleve or Arlette who was the daughter of a tanner in the town of Falaise” (64). Robert and Harlette’s son was Guillaume De Normandie I, known as “Le Conquaerant,” or William the Conqueror (b. 1027) who defeated Harold of England at the Battle of Hastings in 1066 to become King of England. [For more information see "An Introduction to Our Gray Line."] He was considered “illegitimate” and carried the moniker “William the Bastard.” Howarth says, “William seems not to have minded the title—bastardy ran in the family—but he was extremely angry in later life when enemies pretended he stank of the tannery.” Many genealogical accounts today with any ties to Britain claim some association to William, including those on my father’s side. [See the E-Gen: Pearce story "Pearce Lines: English Branches Growing from Peter's Rock."].His wife was Matilda, Countess of Flanders, Queen of England. William also had two half brothers, powerful allies in his new kingdom: Odo, Bishop of Bayeux, and Robert, Count of Mortain. William’s life and the story of Medieval England make for some fascinating reading, but let’s return now to the “legitimate” Gray line:

15 Reynald Seigneur

 De Croy

 1008
  France
  ?
  ?

 ?

With such a powerful nephew as William, Reynald was naturally given the title “Lord” and from this time on his descendants were named “Gray,” “Grey,” “Grai,” etc. after the town and region Croy in Piccardy, Normandy, France, which still exists today.

GEN
NAME/TITLE

BORN
  PLACE
DIED
PLACE
MARRIED
  16
John De Grai

 1033
  France
 ?
 ?

Adeliza Fitzosbern

  17
Anchitil De Grai
 1060
  England
 ?
 ?

?

The birthplace in England for four generations (17-20) is listed as Rotherfield in Oxfordshire, northwest of London. After this, the succeeding generations (through 34) were born at various places throughout England, which are listed by town and county. John Grey (24), however, was born in Scotland. Our introduction to E-Gen: Gray indicates that Scottish King Robert Bruce rewarded the Grays with much land in the Carse of Gowrie for their support in the fight for independence in the 1200s, but most of the noble family kept residence south in England, probably because of the more convenient lifestyle. Still, our family tradition says that patriarch James Gray came to America from Scotland in 1790, and according to the “Introduction,” no doubt he was descended from the great clan that resided in the North in the many regal and majestic castles.    

  18
Anchitil de Gray I
 1085
  England
 ?
 ?

?

  19
Richard de Gray
 1110
  England
 ?
 ?

Mabilia

  20
Anchitil de Grey II
 1135
  England
 ?
 ?

Eva Redvers

  21
Richard de Gray
 1148
   Thurrock,
 ?
 ?

 ?






   Essex

22 Henry de Grey

 1161
  Codner,
 ?
 ?

Isolda Bardolf

 Baron Codner


  Derbyshire

  23
Hugh de Grey

 1203
  Chillingham,
 ?
 ?

 ?






  Northumberland

  24
John Grey

 1125
  Scotland
 ?
 ?

 ?

A gap of over a century exists here in this account without explanation. Possibly the fact that John was the first in this line born in Scotland and Thomas was born back in Northumberland has something to do with it. The 141 years could represent as many as seven missing generations, or as few as three.

  25
Thomas De Gray
 1266
  Heton,
 ?
 ?

 ?






  Northumberland

  26
Thomas Gray

 1297
  Heton,
 ?
 ?

Agnes De Beyle






  Northumberland

  27
Thomas Gray

 1328
  Heton,
 ?
 ?

Margaret De Pressene


  Sir (Knight)


  Northumberland

GEN
NAME/TITLE

BORN
  PLACE
DIED
PLACE
MARRIED
 28
Thomas Gray

 1359
  Heton,
 ?
 ?

Joan De Mowbray


  Sir (Knight)


  Northumberland

  29
Thomas Gray

 1384
  Alnwick,
 ?
 ?

Alice De Neville


  Sir (Knight)


  Northumberland

  30
Ralph Gray

 1406
  Heton,
 ?
 ?

Elizabeth Fitzhugh






  Northumberland

  31
Ralph Gray

 1432
  Chillingham,
 ?
 ?

Jacquetta






  Northumberland

  32
Edward Gray

 1446
  England
 ?
 ?

1. Ann Gower











2. Elenor Bradford

  33
Ralph Gray

 1529
  Chillingham,
 ?
 ?

Isabel






  Northumberland

  34
Edward Gray

 1550
  Morpeth Castle  ?
 ?

Catherine Le Strange

This is where we can be certain, if our family tradition is correct, that we, the descendants of James Gray of Scotland, are no longer in direct line of the Grays that follow as Edward’s son Thomas (35) emigrated to Jamestown, VA, in 1608 to a land grant from the King of England. But, let’s continue this line for curiosity’s sake. We’ll consider them “cousins of the Clan”:

  35
Thomas Gray

 1593
  Angerton,
 ?
 ?

Margaret


  nn “Ancient Planter”

  Northumberland

  36
William Gray, Sr.
 1648
  James City,
 1717
 ?

Elizabeth Jarrett


  Captain


  VA

  
  VA House of Burgesses (1710-12)

  37
William Gray, Jr.
 1673
   ?

 ?
 ?

Mary Holt

38 Thomas Gray

 1708
  Surry County, ?
 ?

Elizabeth

  Esquire


  VA


  39
Thomas Gray

  ?
   ?

 ?
 ?

Charity Elizabeth


  Council to the Crown (1765)


  VA State Legislator (1779-94)


  TN legislator & lawyer (1795-1829)
  40
Clinch Gray

 1775
   ?

 ?
 ?

Margaret Evans


  MS Territory Surveyor General (1811)



 (1778-1838)


  Signer of MS State Constitution

  41
John Larkin Gray
 1816
   ?

 ?
 ?

Mary Ann McLeod


  Major


  42
Francis Marion Gray
 1865
   ?

 ?
 ?

Mittie


  Wayne Co., MS, Sheriff


  Chair Democratic Exec. Board


  Waynesboro, MS, School Trustee

Glenn Livingston ends by saying that Francis and Mittie raised six children in the early 20th Century and had eight grandchildren. Certainly this line has greatly increased over the past century, but our report ends here.


There’s 955 years between the birth of Radbard, the Swedish Russian (b. 638), and Thomas Gray, The Ancient Planter (b. 1593) who came to Jamestown in 1608. But, just relying on the surname, our James Gray line probably branched off somewhere in the 560 years between the child production of Reynald Seigneur de Croy (b.1008) and Edward Gray (b. 1550). This is a wonderful story and one in which future research may reveal the ancestors of our Scottish grandfather James. As my wife and I travel to Scotland next spring, we will attempt to make some connection to the origins of the Grays of Great Britain. The rest, thanks to the information provided by the Livingstons and others, should fall into place.
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