PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS BY PRESIDENT OF THE LAW

GRADUATES' FORUM 

P.O. THOMAS PANICKER AT THE FELICITATION FUNCTION OF

THE HONOURABLE JUSTICE HIGH COURT OF KERALA MR. JACOB

BENJAMIN KOSHY ON 17-04-97.

 Mr. Jacob Benjamin Koshy, the Honorable Justice High

Court of Kerala, 

Dear Colleagues, Friends and dear Children.

It is indeed a matter of pride and pleasure for me to address you all on this auspicious occasion, especially when this moment is delighted with the presence of our most desirable, distinguished guest, honorable Justice Mr.Jacob Benjamin Koshy. We have in the recent past received many dignitaries and important personalities from our native place, but this occasion is absolutely unique because this is the first of its kind where we are getting an opportunity to welcome and receive a highly placed dignitary from our professional circuit. Therefore, with due respect and regards to you and the highest state Judicial Office you represent, I avail myself of this opportunity to welcome you to this function on behalf of  me and in the capacity of President of Law Graduates' Forum, Kuwait. I also take this moment to welcome my Friends and their Families who are present here to make this function a grand success.

I have already indicated that we have got a rarest of the rare opportunities to welcome and receive a dignitary from our legal professional background and therefore, Honorable Justice Mr. Jacob Benjamin Koshy does not require an introduction. We all know that he had a proven track record as a very successful Lawyer and he was the Partner of the esteemed Law Firm in Kerala, 'Menon and Pai'. The selection as a High Court Judge came to him as a natural choice in recognition of his excellent contribution to the legal system.

It won't be an exaggeration if I say that the Honorable Justice Mr. Jacob Benjamin Koshy has proven skills not only in interpretation of the question of Law but also in many other aspects of life, for example his eloquence is almost unchallengable and unparalleled. With all the essential qualitative features I feel, during the tenure of his career we will have excellent Judicial precedents. Honorable justice, we all are looking forward to hear your eloquence and sharpness of your judicial determination while you analyze a question of fact or interpret a question of Law through your unique Judgements.

I do not wish to deliver a very lengthy speech, but at the same time I shall narrate the circumstances, which has culminated in the formation of the Malayalee Law Graduates' Forum, Kuwait. After practicing as an Advocate for 3 years in Kerala, in 1988 I came to Kuwait. When I got introduced to 3,4 fellow members from the same Legal Profession I was really thrilled and wished to be in touch with them. Slowly the idea of forming an Association of Law Graduates' came to my mind and I started to search and find out maximum Malayalee Law Graduates working in Kuwait. When I shared this idea with fellow friends all were very supportive and this resulted in forming this Organization, which is mainly aimed at sharing and discussion of matters of Academic interest and to act as a venue for a family get together and function as a social organization of Malayalee Law Graduates' residing in Kuwait.

After invasion of Kuwait I came back in 1993 and settled in a Job by 1995 only. And again in the same way after meeting some of the old colleagues we have decided to reactivate the activities of the Forum in March 1996.

Now the Association has 67 active Members and is Registered with Indian Embassy in Kuwait and the scope of activities has been widened. We can confidently say that our Association is functioning very effectively and we are rendering required Legal information to the needy Indians residing in Kuwait in our humble way. We can confidently say that our Association is functioning very effectively and we are rendering required Legal information to the needy Indians residing in Kuwait. We are also successful in conducting legal seminars enabling us to update our legal information and act as a binding force among the Malayalee Law Graduates working in Kuwait.

Honorable Justice, I would like to bring to your kind attention few passing comments by the general public regarding high percentage of the acquittal of the accused in criminal offenses in India. Recently a report published in the newspaper have revealed that 90% of the offenses are not charged and out of 10% cases charged 90% of the accused in criminal offenses are being acquitted. Would you please enlighten us on the fault and follies, if any in the legal system resulting in such a high percentage of acquittals. Is there any proposal or remedy to be suggested by the judiciary to enforce more stringent provisions in the Criminal Law or in the Law of Evidence to

prevent the reoccurrence of the offense by way of providing severe punishment.

In the same way we would like to discuss with you the following subject:-

Indian Legal system. Does it need a revamp? If major amendments are

needed in our Legal System, who has to initiate the recommendations, the Judiciary, the Executive or the Legislature. I wish our honorable justice would spare a few minutes to enlighten us on these subjects.

Before concluding I want to tell you the story of a Lawyer, which explains the nobility of Law Profession. There was a Senior Advocate who was considered to be a leading lawyer. When his own son was about to go for higher studies father had given him full liberty to choose his career. But he told his son whether you opt to become a Doctor, Engineer or anything you must study Law as well. Then the son asked him why should I study law if I become a Doctor? The father answered him if you want to have a fearless life, study of law also is essential. Son realized the implications and he opted to study law, later he bacame a leading lawyer and recently sworn in as Justice in the High Court of Kerala. What I mean to say is that we were all in the right direction by choosing to study Law. Being away from the

Profession is the result of our own option and therefore we do not have the right to grumble on the consequences of our decision.

As you all know that this meeting is arranged on a short notice. Mr. Issac John and myself decided to invite Honorable Justice for this meeting. First it was finalized and fixed for 15-04-97 but at the last moment it was postponed for this day. In our busy life in Kuwait we all know the difficulty in arranging such a meeting in a short notice. But by the earnest effort of all concerned, especially by Mr. Issac John, Pyarilal, KGP Nair and Jacob this function could be arranged like this.

I am concluding my humble words. Thank you all for listening me

patiently. All the members including me are eagerly waiting to listen

Honourable Justice. 

Now I invite Mr. Jacob Benjamin Koshy the honorable Justice High Court of Kerala to address this meeting.

Thank you.

JAI HIND. 

PALAVIALYIL OOMMEN THOMAS PANICKER  

PRESIDENT 

