ON   ‘ATLAS SHRUGGED’

Atlas: The mythological god that holds the world up.  

In the book it is taken as the entity (Motor of the world to use Rand’s words) that people take for granted. When this god shrugs as represented in the actions of the heroes, that refuse to be used, the economics collapse.

For my own philosophical reasons I propose that all of Rand’s ideas lose their antagonistic, self-exclusive appearance if we seek to understand her concept of selfishness through her actual actions and the actions of her heroes.

She and her heroes saw themselves as creative, productive persons ( that this was the core of their being) and were ready to defend their creativity and the results of it, and cooperate with other creative people (call it Proper altruism) While unwilling to be utilized and/or corrupted by uncreative people (cal it True Selfishness).

Topics 1

Due to a misconception of altruism( in the book is not treated a s a misconception but as a bad concept all together), controls are being passed to favor the economics of the least creative-productive members of society, the practical result is a minimization of productivity-creativity.

John Galt identifies the source of true growth, economic and spiritual, as his own and other’s creativity and the source of what is destroying it, and embarks in a task of enlightening creative people of this. Approaching them individually, and forming a group that in isolation develops it’s creativity ( Galt’s Gulch) Cutting all input to the larger society, meanwhile sustaining his creative work in a hidden laboratory-work shop in the city.

Philosophically he realizes that carrying out ones own creativity is the highest good for oneself and for others, and sacrificing ones own creativity for uncreative people is evil.

In my own interpretation, even though Rand never put it this same way she was stating the same thing: Morality is creativity.  If this is realized, then there is no conflict between true altruism and the virtue of selfishness. Exemplified by Galt’s dedication to convey his ideas to other people, that while being creative-productive were not fully aware of their morality, to work creatively with them, and to refuse uncompromisingly to cooperate with parasitic people.

Conversation   a.

When this conversation takes place Rearden hadn’t realized what is involved in Francisco’s quote (c) It took events such as the melting of an oven at Rearden’s factory and:?????

And the summons of John Galt for him to begin to see that he also had the same goals and qualities (spiritual). He had for one thing, developed “Rearden Metal”.

Conversation b.

For this I’d have to read the book again.

Conversaation c

Ayn Rand said at different times that she found significant that in the English language the term “to make money” was used as different from other languages that may use the terms like “ to gain money or “to win money”.

Here, her Francisco Means directly: “to make resources” or “to be creative and productive”.

Conversation   d.

Galt: The noblest act is to realize that creativity-productivity is what life is about.
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