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	John Forbes Nash, Jr. should have received the Nobel Prize in Economics even though he suffered from a mental illness.  Nash’s many accomplishments in the areas of mathematics and economics more than qualify him for this award.  Even so, many people felt that Nash did not deserve the Nobel Prize and that he only won because of the pity of the judges.   The truth of the matter is that Nash’s accomplishments speak for themselves.  He won the Nobel Prize in Economics because of his many economic achievements, not because the judges merely pitied him because of his mental illness.


	John Nash’s many achievements in the fields of economics and mathematics qualified him for the Nobel Prize in Economics.  Nash’s Equilibrium was one of these very important achievements. The Nash Equilibrium along with von Neumann’s min-max theorem is a cornerstone in the economic area of game theory (Nasar 96).  The Nash Equilibrium is of significant importance because it introduced a totally new principle to game theory.  Nash’s Equilibrium established the concept of non-cooperative or competitive game play into game theory.   Formally all research and developments in game theory had pertained to “two-person zero-sum games” (Nasar 96).  Von Neumann’s min-max theorem is the other cornerstone of game theory because  it was an important breakthrough in the area of cooperative game play and zero-sum games.  In von Neumann’s time of cooperative game play, Nash’s Equilibrium was a revolutionary idea that was destined to become a key factor in the area of economics.  Due to the fact that game theory had started to became essential to economics, Nash’s revolutionary non-cooperative game play idea helped him win the Nobel Prize in Economics.  


	Many individuals felt that Nash should not have won the Nobel Prize in Economics due to his mental illness.  Not giving Nash the prize due to his mental state is discriminatory.   Even if he was a schizophrenic, he accomplished many things that would qualify him for the award.  Nash 
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did not chose to be mentally ill and even went through various treatments to find a cure.  In the end, Nash overcame his mental illness because of his determination to get better so that he could be a better person and get back to his important work as a mathematician.  Even when Nash was suffering from schizophrenia, he tried to continue his work.  This dedication even in hard times should have been recognized, yet it was not and many people saw him as only a former mathematician who had become mentally ill.  Furthermore, no matter how sick Nash got, the importance of his equilibrium did not change.  His winning of the Nobel Prize in Economics should not have been objected solely on the basis that he had been mentally ill for a time.


	Though there was much controversy surrounding John Forbes Nash, Jr.’s winning of the Nobel Prize in Economics, he was qualified to win.  Many pointed out his mental illness as a reason as to why he should not receive the prestigious award.  Even if he was sick, he made many contributions to the field of economics.  Others assume that he won because he had been sick and the judges sympathized with him.  This assumption is simply not true; personal feelings could not hamper the awarding of such and important award.  Even though Nash suffered from a mental illness, his equilibrium which was revolutionary to the field of economics more than qualified him to win the Nobel Prize in Economics.
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