Killing Pablo:  
The Hunt for the World's Greatest Outlaw





Mark Bowden's "Killing Pablo" is a very well researched law enforcement tale that makes for an enjoyable read. I use the term "law enforcement" loosely because Bowden's main thesis seems to be that the killing of Pablo Escobar was successful only because of the groups that terrorized Escobar's associates and who were helped by the U.S. military, DEA, and CIA. Also, capturing the fugitive Escobar, who was never an option, the understanding was that he would be killed when he was found.


Bowden does a great job of outlining how deep U.S. involvement was in this affair. An incredible amount of money was spent by the U.S. on killing Escobar despite the fact they knew it wouldn't have any appreciable effect on the cocaine supply available to the States. The other subtext of the book is how corrupt and violent Colombia was, and likely still is. If you ever have a chance to interact with Colombians, you will no doubt find them to be the most cultured and worldly Latin Americans there are; it's sad that just below the surface their country is so lawless.

Overall I would recommend the book. I would warn, however, that it is well written or corrected. There are run-on sentences and many subject confusions that make you have to stop and re-read a paragraph to figure out who Bowden is talking about. If you're a stickler for good prose, it may drive you nuts. I enjoyed this book very much, but it was very time consuming and I don’t think many people will appreciate it. Eventhough it wasn’t as good as his others, it will be recognized!!
