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· Some people say that these are Cold War legacy systems, which were built for a different world. How does this make you feel?
· They are clearly based on technology we already have, or we wouldn't be building them. But a good reason for going with the F-18 is that it simplifies your deck load on an aircraft carrier. You get down to basically one airplane that can perform all the missions around the carrier; that saves significantly on your maintenance and your spare parts inventories. It becomes cheaper to operate the system. You get rid of the F-14s that are on the deck now. You get rid of the A-6s and some of the other aircraft that you no longer will need, because the Hornet can perform all those missions. So ultimately, you end up with a more efficient carrier unit.

· What is the most fundamental disagreement between yourself and your opponents in this race on the use of force in the world?
· I have the feeling that they have been more driven by CNN than by a careful, thoughtful analysis of what's in our interest and what isn't. I also think that, to some extent, they've been driven by pressures from our allies that would not have been there if they'd been more reliable in terms of the leadership that they were providing to the Free World. When you've got an American president who's demonstrated his commitment and his leadership, who keeps his word, who has good relationships with our allies around the world, then our allies respect him and our adversaries fear him. Then he can make a commitment about the extent to which we're involved in a particular circumstance, and people will take him at his word.
· Isn't there a moral dimension to foreign policy that we must go in because this is the right thing to do? Or do we only go in if our strategic interests are threatened?
· There is oftentimes a moral dimension to it. I don't think you can draw a line and say, "This is a moral deployment, and this is a realpolitik deployment." Because of the values we have as a society, there are times when the level of concern rises to the point where some kind of an action is appropriate. But you have to resist the temptation to let your indignation, if you will, override your good judgment. You have to remember the cost that is involved. It's very hard sometimes to say, "No, we're going to take a pass; we're not going to get involved in that conflict." . . . And yes, there usually is a moral dimension. Usually, once we make a deployment or get involved, there is an element of morality in the justifications we use as to why we're there and why we're doing it.
