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The Women in Frankenstein
Thesis:

The female characters in Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein have different 



degrees of power in their lives; Justine has the least, Elizabeth some, and 



Safie the most.


I.
Justine, as a poor servant girl, has the least control and power in the novel.



A.
She is totally subordinate to the wishes of her mother.



B.
She is relegated to the status of a servant girl to the Frankensteins.



C. 
She is unable to prevent herself from being convicted of a murder




she has not committed.


II.
Elizabeth, as a member of a prestigious family, has some degree of 



influence.



A. 
She is able to get some education with the boys, including Victor.



B.
She is not able to get the full scope of experience by traveling 




outside the household.



C. 
She is also helplessly destroyed by the Creature.


III.
Safie has the most control over the events of her life.



A.
She rejects her father’s plan for her to join a harem.



B. 
She leaves her father and takes his money.



C. 
She seeks Felix in order to be his wife.

