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Appearance VS Reality in Frankenstein

Thesis: Far from being what they seem, misleading appearances and the literary device of dramatic irony help Shelly to distinguish characters’ appearance from reality. 

I. Introduction

A. In Mary Shelly’s Frankenstein, the relationship between appearance and reality serves as an important concept. 

B. This relationship consists of forthrightness towards a character due to his or her misleading appearance.

C. The concept of the relationship between appearance and reality is constantly seen in characters such as Victor Frankenstein, The Creature, and Justine Moritz.

II. Victor Frankenstein, eldest son in a distinguished family, has an illusionary image in the novel because his reality contradicts his appearance

A. Frankenstein is introduced as a man whose thirst for knowledge fuels his quest to find the secret of life and eventually him in creating a life.

B. Victor is creating a life when he says, “I collected the instruments of life around me, that I might fuse a spark of being into the lifeless thing that lay at my feet” (Frankenstein, 60). 

C. However, Victor is really destroying his own life. While speaking of his feelings towards the knowledge that he acquires, Victor says, “the evil Angel of Destruction, which asserted omnipotent sway over me from the moment I turned my reluctant steps from my father’s door” (Frankenstein, 51). 

III. The nameless creature that Victor creates inherently possesses an illusionary image.

A. The creature is alive when Victor says, “I beheld the [creature]…His jaw opened, and he muttered some inarticulate sounds, while a grin wrinkled his cheeks” (Frankenstein, 61).

B. However, the creature’s apparent image of liveliness contradicts his bodily construction, for earlier in the novel, when Victor says, “I collected bones from charnel-houses and disturbed with profane fingers, the tremendous secrets of the human frame” (Frankenstein 58). 

IV. In Frankenstein, Mary Shelly brings to life the disguised image of Justine Moritz, a servant taken in by the Frankensteins.

A. Her false image is clearly seen when Victor announces her verdict by saying, “the ballots had been thrown; they were all black, and Justine was condemned” (Frankenstein,   ).

B. Despite her condemnation, Justine was, in reality, innocent because Victor later says, “But I, the murderer, felt the never-dying worm alive in my bosom, which allowed of no hope or consolation” (Frankenstein,   ).

V. Conclusion

A. Dramatic irony and misleading appearances aid Mary Shelly, author of gothic novel Frankenstein, in distinguishing, in this case, Victor Frankenstein, The Creature, and Justine Moritz’s appearance from reality.

B. The concept of the relationship between appearance and reality is constantly seen in these characters and serves as an important concept—one that should be well acknowledged by the reader to ensure their full enjoyment of the novel.

