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Two Views on the Great Migration

Thesis:

Although both Alain Locke and Richard Wright recognize the positive 



potential of the move northward, Locke’s essay provides a much more



optimistic view of the possibility of fulfilling that potential.


I.
Both Locke and Wright recognize the positive potential of the move 



northward.



A.
Locke describes the North as enabling a new spirit of self-respect 

and self-dependence.



B.
Wright also recognizes the perception of the North as a beacon of 

hope for a great number of rural African Americans.


II.
At the same time, however, Wright’s view of the realities of the North is



much more pessimistic that Locke’s.



A.
Locke suggests that the northern migrants are not blind and 

recognize the difficulties of what’s ahead, yet believe the benefits 

will outweigh the costs.



B.
Wright sees the people moving North as totally unprepared for the




horrible conditions that await them.

