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Sex as Business in Hurston’s “The Gilded Six-Bits”

Thesis:

Hurston’s story “The Gilded Six-Bits” demonstrates that all sexual 


relationships have economic foundations.

I.
This reality is expressed in the Saturday rituals in which Joe and Missie 


May participate.



A.
Joe greets his wife on payday by throwing money at the door.


B.
The ritualized wrestling match that follows is presented as a form 



of services rendered by Missie May in exchange for the money Joe 



has brought home to her.


C.
Much of their conversation in this scene confirms the connection 




between sex and business.


II.
Missie May’s dealings with Otis D. Slemmons also demonstrate the 



economic basis of sexual relationships.



A.
Slemmons connects his money with his sexuality by describing his 



alleged relationships with white women.


B.
Slemmons eventually convinces Missie May to sleep with him in 



exchange for his gold-plated coins.

III.
Joe’s reaction to Missie May’s pregancy and delivery of a son provides



the final confirmation of the connection between sex and money.



A.
His “gift” of Slemmons’s coin to her after their first sexual 



encounter following her affair with Slemmons is presented as



form of payment for sexual services.



B.
After the birth of their son, Joe begins to throw money at the door



again.
