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	That will look good on a college application!  For Bobby Williams, a senior at Sherman High School in Boone County, a lot of questions about college remain unanswered.

One particular concern that Bobby has pertains to his participation in extracurricular activities.  Specifically, he is uncertain what will be beneficial to him in his future and what won’t be.

However there is one thing that he is clear about and that is that he doesn’t have much more time to come up with the answers to those many questions.

Throughout high school, it’s common for teachers to recruit students for extracurricular activities.

This process typically involves teachers explaining to students that community service involvement and extracurricular activities will look good on college and scholarship applications.

Eventually most students are going to wonder just how much attention, if any, colleges pay to that type of background information when reviewing applications.

According to The Wilmington, Delaware News Journal, “A study by the University of Delaware in March 2002 examined the trends in college admission from 1979-2000.  Results showed that while a student‘s grade point average remained one of the most important factors in admission, its role as the ‘single most important factor’ has declined steadily.”

Matthew J. Miller is the Assistant Director of the Office of Admissions and Records at the University of Charleston and he feels that extracurricular activities are “very important in the admissions and scholarship search.”  He believes that “In addition to grade point average and test scores, leadership skills are evidence that the student is well rounded and capable of balancing many tasks at one time.”

According to him, “There are two scholarships offered on campus at the University of Charleston that are granted to students that not only meet the minimum academic requirements, but also demonstrate skills sets of people that tend to drive positive change in the community, the university, and the world outside of Charleston, West Virginia.”  Those two scholarships are the Welch and Involvement Scholarships.  

That news offers great incentive for students like Bobby Williams, who participates in many extracurricular activities, such as being a member of the National Honor Society and community service programs like Hi-Y and HOBE.  

According to Williams, the reason that he participates in so many extracurricular activities is because he feels  “It adds to the balance of my education.”  He also feels that “American education is about more than textbooks, it’s about obtaining life skills.”

When asked what role he that he believes extracurricular activities play in regard to post high school education, he says that, “Universities look for well rounded students because well rounded students are more apt to engage in new activities and receive new ideas.” 

Certainly test scores, grade point averages, and academic achievements will all give a very good impression to college officials.  However, while it’s certainly not a necessity for students to become eligible for scholarships or college applications, the presence of extracurricular activities and community service involvement do add a lot of credibility to a person’s character.

They will also help build a personality profile that is characterized by a strong work ethic and the ability to showcase responsibility and reliability whenever called upon.  After all, personality is something that isn’t necessarily reflected upon by academic achievements.  That is why college officials look deeper than the print on the applications and attempt to examine the entire person, not just the academic side.  Involvement in extracurricular activities is one of the most effective ways of filling in the personality depiction that college officials see.   

After examining the situation, it’s apparent that the answer to those doubting the importance of extracurricular activities need to re-assure themselves that involvement in community service and other extracurricular activities is one of the most significant elements of an application that colleges look at.


	
	


