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Moby Dick by Herman Melville is an exciting tale that takes place on the high seas during the 1800’s.  The main character, Ishmael, tells of his desire for seamanship, his life on board a whaling vessel named the Pequod, and the exciting pursuit of a great white whale named Moby Dick.


The story begins when Ishmael grows weary of his job as a teacher.  He decides to vacation as a seaman on board a ship not returning to port for a few years.  He heads out for Nantucket, an island off the coast of Massachusetts, to catch a boat.  He finds out, however, that he missed the last boat and must stay for a few extra days.  Ishmael shares a room with a South Sea cannibal named Queequeg, and after some time, befriends him.  Queequeg, a man of adventure himself, decides to join Ishmael on vacation, and the two of them sign up for the same ship.


The Pequod is commanded by a man named Captain Ahab, who is full of hate towards Moby Dick, the whale that cut his leg off.  Ahab had vowed for revenge, and would do whatever he could to obtain it.  Ishmael and his shipmates see whales, but none are the infamous Moby Dick.  After two whales are killed, towed back to the boat, and stripped of their blubber, we find that Ahab still isn’t happy.  At one point, Ahab is so caught up in his chase for Moby Dick, he doesn’t even take the time to help another ship called the Rachel search for lost crew!  

After some time, Moby Dick is spotted, and the boats are lowered to go after him.  Moby Dick eludes Ahab once again, crushing the small boat between his jaws.  Just one day later, Moby Dick is spotted for the second time.  The small boats give chase, and the great whale once again foils the humans.  By this time Ahab is furious.  Soon, he sees the whale for the third and last time.  This time, however, Moby Dick has other plans.  The boats are lowered, and as they circle around him, he spies the Pequod.  Picking up speed, Moby Dick rams it with full force, causing the ship to sink immediately.  Ahab hurls his harpoon at the whale, and his line becomes tangled.  As he untangles it, the rope catches him around the neck and he is thrown from his boat, dead.  Ishmael finds a coffin made of wood that Queequeg had made, and he floats on that until he’s fortunate enough to be rescued by the Rachel.  Once again Moby Dick has foiled Captain Ahab, and Ishmael is the only one that lives to tell the story.

Herman Melville has thrilled thousands of men and women this last century with Moby Dick.  Appreciation for the ocean is evident in Melville’s work, and this appreciation is somehow transferred from the pages of the book to the mind of the reader.  Reading this book, one can almost see, hear and smell the ocean.  The descriptive account Melville gives is breathtaking, as he describes the minutest things in detail.  The plot of the story couldn’t get any better… A bloodthirsty captain seeks revenge on a whale that crippled him.  One part I enjoyed was when Moby Dick rammed the Pequod. I especially enjoyed Ahab’s antics throughout the story.  He was willing to fight to the death for revenge; something only a madman would do.  In one part of the book, a prophet named Fedallah is pinned to Moby Dick by harpoon ropes, and dies.  It was sad, but at the same time comical because Fedallah’s character was quite bothering.  In all, this was a fantastic book, and I would definitely recommend it to anyone who likes a great suspense story.

