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David Copperfield, by Charles Dickens, is the heartwarming story of a young man that is orphaned, moved from home to home, but despite his past, turns out to be a respectable young man.  In this story, Dickens tells of Copperfield’s rough life growing up, his development into a young scholar, and his final discovery of complete happiness. 

I. Growing up

A. Born to a single mom

B. Beaten and abandoned by his stepfather

C. Attends boarding school

1. Meets new friends

a. James Steerforth

b. Tommy Tradles

2. Learns of his mother’s death

D. Moves in with his Aunt Betsey

II.  Development into a young scholar

A. Decides to become a proctor (business agent)

B. Feels the pressures of life as a young man

1. Money hard to come by

2. James Steerforth betrays him elopes with his friend Emily

C. Works two jobs to pay his bills

D. Confrontation with Uriah Heep

1. Treacherous and ambitious young man

2. Wants to marry David’s friend Agnes

     E.  David and others prove Uriah Heep to be a liar and stealer

III.  Discovers complete happiness

A. Marries a young lady named Dora

1. Childlike “irresponsible” wife

2. Isn’t interested in David’s ambitions

B. Dora dies

C. Marries his lifelong friend Agnes

1. Has kids

2. Finds happiness that fulfills

In the end, David Copperfield was a happy man.  He found his joy in his 

family, and even though he wasn’t the richest man, he still appreciated the small things in life.  His kids, family, and friends were most important to him, and from his experiences he learned a valuable lesson… weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning. 

David Copperfield was truly an interesting book.  From the opening 

chapter, the reader of this book will feel sorry for young David.  It amazes me how good David actually turned out to be.  Beaten, mistreated, and unloved, David Copperfield pressed his way through life, and in the end turned out to be a respectable young man that everyone had grown to love.  In this book, there are several parts that I liked.  One was the part when young David was beaten by his stepfather.  It was somewhat comical to read this part, but at the same time a feeling of sorrow was present.  Another part I enjoyed was when David joined a boarding school. Because he bit his stepfather (while being beaten), he was forced to wear a sign that said “WATCH OUT FOR HIM, HE BITES”.  This is just an example of that “Dickens humor” we have all grown to love.  In all, this was a great book, and I’d definitely recommend this to anyone that likes a wonderful classic story.

