Chapter one


The opening chapter of Ancient Wisdom lets one assume that Solomon was the author of Proverbs.  The argument that other authors such as Agur and Lemuel wrote certain chapters (thirty and thirty-one) is immediately questioned as one reads the first two pages of this book.  Whether they were written by Solomon or not, we know they are inspired scripture (II Tim. 3:16).  

We find in verse two of chapter one that wisdom is a major subject in Proverbs.  Solomon was by far the wisest man that ever lived, and this is his book of wisdom.  Wisdom in the book of Proverbs can be defined as, “being skilled in godly living”.  Having God’s wisdom means having the ability to cope with life in a God-honoring way.  Wisdom is not the only quality we are to “know” as found in the second verse of this chapter.  This book is designed so that whoever studies the book of Proverbs gets both wisdom and instruction, along with other qualities of life which we will discuss later in this report.  

The book of Proverbs, believe it or not, was a curriculum used to teach Israel’s children.  So in reality, it was almost like a textbook that kids were taught out of.  It is indeed a book of instruction; it also includes reproof, rebuke, correction, and discipline.  

Wisdom in verses twenty through twenty-four is making every effort to attract the attention of people.  Because some people refuse wisdom, she cannot help them in their time of need.  Justice is also spoken of in chapter one.  This word is defined as, “the ability to discern what is right”.  We as humans cannot discern what is right and wrong by our own nature, but the Word of God must be present in our lives to direct our decisions and desires.  By rejecting knowledge to do what’s right, one is rejecting God also.  

Verse twenty-nine states that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the LORD.  According to Ancient Wisdom, when an individual rejects wisdom, it’s as if he’s signed his own death warrant.  On the other hand, the individual that receives wisdom and applies it to his life will have insight on life’s battles and the snares of Satan.  

Chapter two


This chapter begins by making eight requests concerning wisdom and understanding.  Solomon would like us to call out to wisdom, seek her with our whole heart, and literally desire her.  He feels that this is so important, that he admonishes us to seek her as silver and hid treasures.   The way we do this is by hiding God’s Word in our hearts.  David said, “Thy Word have I hid in mine heart that I might not sin against thee”.  Somewhere there has to be a transition from the page to the heart, or God’s Word won’t do us any good.  We hide God’s Word in our heart by memorizing and meditating.  It’s my personal advice that one memorizes the word first, and then meditates on what they just memorized.  I have found through Bible Quizzing that by meditating on the verses I memorized, I am able to quiz more effectively because I understand the scriptures. 

How does one get wisdom, knowledge and understanding?  God is the source; truth is rooted in God himself. So in essence, by knowing God, we know wisdom and truth.  When Satan tempts us, verse seven lets us know that God is our buckler.   With God being our buckler (shield), we need not to worry about our adversaries because we know that God is the highest authority in the universe.  

What are the benefits of wisdom and knowledge?  Verse eleven states that we are preserved through discretion (readiness of apprehension).  Understanding (departing from evil (Job 28:28)) also keeps us from being destroyed by Satan.  Why do we need this instruction?  Solomon goes on in this chapter to describe the strange woman (prostitute), and shows us why we need to stay away from her.  The man who visits a strange woman is on his way to death and destruction.  Only God’s grace and mercy can help a young man once the strange woman has her hold on him. 
Chapter three

As stated before, a good way to benefit from God’s word is by study and memorization.  In verse one of chapter three, Solomon instructs his son to forget not his law, but let his heart keep his commandments.  There are many benefits from these instructions, but Solomon mentions the three most important ones: length of days, long life, and peace.  We as Christians are instructed to let not mercy and truth forsake us; in fact they are so important that we should bind them about our neck or write them on our hearts!  If we heed to this instruction, we will find favor and good understanding in the sight of both God and man.  

Solomon realized that no man could serve two masters.  We are given the option in verse five to either trust in the Lord with all our hearts, or lean on our own understanding.  Acknowledging the Lord in all our ways promises us God’s help in directing our paths in life.  Verse seven admonishes us to not think we are wise; it is not us that gives us wisdom, but God.  When we realize this, and submit our whole life to God, we are promised good health, and provisional blessings.  

Solomon tells us in verses eleven and twelve, that God chastens us because he loves us.  I have found that loving parents do not discipline their children to hurt them or to keep them from having fun.  They do it because they want to develop their character so they will become strong adults in life.  This way, when life’s trials come their way, they are ready to handle whatever the situation may be.  It’s the same way with God when he corrects us.  God chastens us and sometimes we wonder why he does this.  Again, it’s to make us better Christians.  After all, chastening and learning go hand in hand (Psalm 94:12).  

Verse thirty-three gives us insight on the blessings and curses of the Lord.  The curse of the Lord is in the house of the wicked… but the Lord blesseth the habitation of the just. And lastly, verse thirty-five states that the wise shall inherit glory, but to fools shame shall be promoted.  I have found that God always takes care of his people that abide by his laws.  God is the factor, not luck.  We should not even use the word “luck” actually.  In the end, the spiritual man will receive glory, while fools will receive shame.

Chapter four

In Proverbs chapter four, we learn that education is a major responsibility for a father concerning his son.  God has always held the father responsible for the education of his children (as found in both New and Old Testaments).  In the first few verses of chapter four, we find that David taught Solomon personally.  He taught in verse six that learning many laws and concepts do not substitute for learning wisdom.  In verse seven, that wisdom is the most important thing in life, and in verse ten, he tells Solomon how to inherit a long life.  Some people in life develop such a hatred for instruction that they can’t wait to stop learning.  Verse thirteen lets us know that instruction is life!  The Bible says that in the latter days, knowledge shall increase.  We find this happening today as scientists and philosophers learn as much as they can about certain things.  Somehow we need to find a balance in how much we learn.  Many of the world’s “smartest” people are evolutionists.  Satan has hold of our colleges and universities when it comes to the origin of this wonderful universe.  

A truly wise person will not walk with evil people.  The book of James tells us that whosoever will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.  Time and time again Paul tells us to stay away from sinners and not learn their ways. Solomon knew this wisdom too, and instructs in verse fifteen to stay as far away from the wicked as possible.  The wicked loves to cause an innocent person to fall into sin, just like the devil does.  Verses seventeen and eighteen give us a contrast between the wicked and the just, giving the just a much brighter picture than the wicked.  The just receives all of the Lord’s blessings, while the wicked has violence and turmoil in his life.  We must always remember that the wages of sin is death.  Sin may be fun for a season, but in the end it will not amount to anything worth value.  

We are instructed in verse twenty-two to read and study wisdom regularly. Just twenty minutes a day reading the Word of God can help strengthen us for when trials come our way.  

As found in verse twenty-two we receive the benefits of wisdom.  Some other benefits are life and health (also found in Proverbs 9:11).  God will give also give us physical strength and health when we study his wisdom.  Once we have these benefits, Solomon instructs is to protect our heart diligently, because it determines our life.  Jesus once said, “Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also”.  When we have the Word of God in our hearts, we need to protect our hearts so Satan cannot deceive us.  

The last few verses in chapter four admonish us to control our words and eyes, and to follow the map of God (the Bible).  Those who do not follow the Bible will never be saved.  Those who study God’s word and apply it to their lives will inherit eternal life without a doubt. 

Chapter five

Solomon immediately calls for our attention in the first verse of chapter five.  Two verbs in this verse let us know that Solomon would like us to adhere to what he has to say to us: attend and bow.  The result of attending unto his wisdom and bowing our ear to his understanding is stated in verse two; that thou regard discretion and that thy lips may keep knowledge.  Knowledge comes to the person that is willing to listen carefully to wisdom and understanding.  We are admonished to stay away from the strange woman, even though her lips drop as an honeycomb and her mouth is smother than oil; the reason being that in the end she is bitter as wormwood and sharp as a two-edged sword.  Yielding to temptation is very deadly and usually will result in death.  Staying away from sin is a good idea, as we find in verses seven and eight.  A person should not approach the door of temptation’s house, even when just curious.  Ancient Wisdom reminds us of Eve’s transgression in the Garden of Eden.  What would have happened if she had stayed away from the tree as God intended?  The serpent tempted her as she approached the tree; the same applies for us, we should not even approach sin.  

When a person reaps the results of moral impurity, he will say to himself, “Why didn’t I listen?”  It’s too late to turn anything around, all you can do is receive God’s forgiveness and move on with life.  What purpose is served by moral impurity?  In verse twenty, we find someone who has a satisfying relationship in a legitimate way turning from his lawful companion to a fruitless relationship with another.  People die spiritually for their own sins, not the sins of others.  An individual cannot escape the results of his sin until God forgives him.

Chapter six

Chapter six deals with the sluggard/slothful man.  This chapter is one of the most informative in the Bible about the man who will not work.  He is instructed to go to the ant in verse six, because the ant is a hard worker that provideth her meat in the summer and gathereth her food in the harvest.  The ant doesn’t have a boss, but does the work at the right time so she will have a supply of food when times are difficult.  I’m reminded of the scripture that says, “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with all thy might”.  This was the motto of the Protestant worth ethic, when man put his whole soul into his work.  Work was done right, and man took pride in his work.  In today’s world, cheap work is clearly evident.  Cars, computers, and houses are made as cheap as possible, so the company makes as much money as possible.  We as Christians need to do our work unto the Lord, and he will reward us for it.  

Too much sleep is a sign of sluggishness.  Verse nine asks “How long wilt thou sleep O sluggard?  When wilt thou arise out of thy sleep?” Sleep isn’t wrong, but lack of activity and work is.  A love of sleep is dangerous, and can result in poverty and shame, destroying goals and ambitions.  

We can usually tell what kind of person someone is just by the words he speaks.  Someone with a self-willed, independent, rebellious mouth is a worthless and wicked person.  On the other hand, someone with a controlled mouth speaks wholesomely, showing a respected and mature individual.  

Murder is spoken of in verses sixteen and seventeen of this chapter.  All life belongs to God, and if someone take a life, they are stealing from God.  

Chapter seven

People without goals and ambitions are usually the unhappiest people on earth.  I have talked to people who have no goal in what they want to do with their life, or what they want to become for the kingdom of God.  This is a dangerous subject when it comes to living for God.  Half-hearted worship and church attendance will lead into a backslidden state in your walk with God, breaking off ties with your pastor and friends in the church.  When someone doesn’t have the goal in their hearts to make it to heaven, unless something changes, they won’t make it to heaven.  Chapter seven helps us in this area by admonishing us to keep our eye focused on the truth.  When a young man is not focused on the truth, he is drawn away of his own lust by the strange woman, and falls into sin.  This chapter helps us recognize the temptations the young man faces, and what happens to him as he falls into temptation. Sin looks pleasurable, but in reality it is just a false front for something cold and unfulfilling.  Fornication seems fun and fulfilling, but the outcome of it can be as dangerous in both spiritual and physical realms.  AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases are more abundant in the world today than ever before.  These are the results of immoral relationships.  Learning from other people’s mistakes can help us too.  We have seen people fall into immoral sin; their goals, dreams, and ambitions are shattered by it.  We need to keep our eyes focused on God; it takes bulldog tenacity to make it to heaven.

Chapter eight


Wisdom is available to whoever wants it.  Chapter eight makes this very clear, and also tells us some of the characteristics of wisdom.  Sometimes people think education equals wisdom, but this can be proven wrong time and time again.  As I said before, how many of the world’s “smartest” scientists and philosophers are evolutionists?  We can’t base God’s wisdom on the wisdom of the world.  Jesus once said that except we become like little children… we wouldn’t make it into his kingdom.  

Wisdom is mentioned in verses eleven and twelve of this chapter, letting us know that nothing is as valuable as it.  People of the world desire wealth, fame, and happiness, but these are all earthly treasures.  Jesus once said to lay up your treasures in heaven where moth and rust doth not corrupt.  What can be better than fine gold and silver?  Believe it or not, wisdom’s fruit is better than either.  Sometimes getting wisdom is a painful learning experience, but we must accept it in order to become better Christians in the kingdom of God.  When someone rejects wisdom, they are said to love death, because a lack of spiritual wisdom will lead to hell (spiritual death).  When we love wisdom however, the supreme blessing of it is life and favor with God himself.

Chapter nine


Two houses are mentioned in the first few verses of chapter nine.  Wisdom’s house is pictured as satisfying and attractive while folly’s house shows incompleteness.  This is how it is in life; it’s man’s nature to reject wisdom because that’s not the popular way to go in this day and age.  Wisdom is shown as having a beautiful banquet, prepared for whoever will come.  No prejudice is at this banquet; the simple can come and gain wisdom.  Verses eight and nine helped me in my daily walk with God, in responding to correction and rebuke.  Being a pastor’s son, I have seen people get offended over the smallest things.  These verses show where they stood in life, and why they responded the way they did.  The Word of God says, “Blessed are they that love thy law, and nothing shall offend them”.  A wise man will love the person correcting him; he realizes that they are being corrected because they are loved.  This has helped me to keep the right attitude when corrected.  

Folly’s house is mentioned in verses fourteen through eighteen.  Folly in this chapter actually means “prostitute”.  Her house is in the most noticeable part of the city; she sits in front of her house showing herself to everyone.  Folly also has a banquet, but it is much different than wisdom’s.  Whereas wisdom offered meat and wine, folly offers bread and water.  Those who accept folly’s invitation are “dead”, and are already in the depths of hell (on earth); only God’s grace can save them.

Chapter ten


Fathers and mothers have high expectations for their kids.  Children don’t realize the affect they have on their parent’s emotions.  Parents want their children to succeed so much that sometimes they aren’t willing to release them to make their own mistakes.  As we learned a while back from Bro. Boyd, experience is not only the greatest teacher, but also the most expensive one.  Experience can mold and shape children into fine young adults.  Some parents, on the other hand, don’t realize this, and they become involved in their children’s lives, while the children have no responsibilities of their own. Some of these responsibilities are mentioned in the following verses of chapter ten.  It speaks of having a diligent hand rather than a slack hand, and being awake when opportunity knocks. 

The mouth is likened to a well in verse eleven, in that it brings forth attitudes and thoughts from deep within a person’s spirit.  Ancient Wisdom warns us not to threaten to “kill” someone, or “break someone’s neck”.  This could show that we have these seeds in our hearts, because words have a powerful impact upon thoughts and expectations. We are shown in verse twenty-six that the man who hires a sluggard will regret his action.  Faithfulness is actually demonstrated in small things.  We see time and time again people missing from church for no reason in particular.  This could be a sign of a lazy person, or someone that does not have much responsibility.  

A righteous person will know what to say at the right time.  I have found that God reminds me of certain scriptures when I am witnessing to people.  He directs our mouth and also our steps when we learn to follow and trust him.  

Chapter eleven

Pride is spoken of in the first few verses of this chapter.  The affect pride has on an individual is so great that it can ruin relationships with family and peers.  I know an individual in particular that boasts more than necessary.  When it comes to having friends, this individual finds everyone against him, wondering why people are “stuck up” and “snoody”.  Proverbs tells us that the proud person will surely be brought to shame.  A person should not think more highly than he ought to think, but also not continually belittle himself, as if he were humbling himself.  

A city is spoken of in verses ten and eleven, telling us that when the righteous are in positions of authority and influence, the city prospers.  Many cities and nations today suffer leadership problems because God’s people are unwilling to participate in civic affairs.  I believe that every Christian should vote, and definitely for candidates against abortion.  

A talebearer, or one who gossips, is mentioned in verse thirteen.  When one offers to share secret information about someone, he is a talebearer.  Someone who is faithful, on the other hand, conceals the secrets.  I have seen throughout my life beautiful women who have no discretion (proper taste, reason, discernment).  These women are compared to as a jewel of gold in a swine’s snout.  In other words, beauty is wasted on a woman that lacks discretion.  The person that does things that affect his family in a harmful way is near disaster.  A man who pulls his children out of church is not only affecting his own soul, but also the souls of his family.  God should be number one in our homes, and we will be honored for it. 

Compensation is mentioned in the last verse of this chapter.  As a wise man reaps what he sows, so the wicked man reaps what he sows.  Every action will be followed by a reaction, but God’s justice will be in charge in every life.

Chapter twelve

Instruction, knowledge, and reproof are the main subjects in chapter twelve.  The person who hates reproof has the characteristics of a “brute beast” according to Ancient Wisdom.  When a trainee is being shown twice how to do his job both reproof and instruction are being given.  A person who can accept reproof finds that it will contribute to his education.  

A woman’s influence on her husband is mentioned in verse four.  When a woman bring shame to her husband, (and there are many ways this can happen), it is like rottenness in his bones.  Just as a virtuous woman is a public crown to her husband (mentioned also in chapter thirty-one), an unhappy, immoral woman is a public disgrace to him.  

Once again we find that words show the characteristics of a person.  Verse six shows that the wicked person is always discussing “getting even” with someone.  I’ve found that a righteous person will always talk about the things of God rather than human failures and bitterness.  

Work is mentioned in verse eleven, showing us that a person who works will not lack the necessities of life.  It’s possible to tell a lot about a person by seeing what he does more: work or talk.  Another thing mentioned about the opposite affects of righteousness and wickedness is the affect it will have on others.  That is why it is very important for us to make wise decisions when we choose our friends.  If we hang around with a wicked person who has bad thoughts, sooner or later we will be influenced by his ways.  We should be with people who are honest and upright, so their ways will influence us towards heaven.  One of the wisest things we can do is associate ourselves with people we wish to become (as long as they are godly people).

Chapter thirteen


This chapter speaks mainly of obtaining wealth and favor with other people.  How does a person become wealthy?  Proverbs speaks of getting wealth by “vanity” which includes stealing, inheritance, or the lottery. One who does this will have his money “diminish”, but he that gathers by labor (working hard for their money) will increase.  I’m reminded of a story I read recently, about a man who stole from a bank.  He had millions of dollars, but couldn’t feel comfortable using his money because he was scared people might find him out.  Someone who works for his own money however, can rest in peace because his conscience is not hurting.  This is where our relationship with others comes in.  When our conscience is clean we can enjoy the company of our friends better, and not worry about what people say or think.  

Parenting is spoken of in verse twenty-four, showing us that a father who refuses to discipline his children acts as if he hates them.  The same applies with God, which is why He disciplines us; He does it out of love.  

Satisfaction is the last subject in this chapter.  A righteous person is always content on what he has, but the wicked person will never be satisfied, always looking for more “toys” and new clothes.  We know that God is the only thing that can fill the void in our souls, and bring us true peace and happiness.

Chapter fourteen


What people say and do when they are angry can ruin relationships.  Have you ever heard the saying, “When you are angry, close your eyes and count to ten”? I knew of a man one time that had a very bad temper.  He would get upset over the smallest of things, and it would affect his family.  Someone who is upset, as we find in verse three, can use his words as a weapon, and hurt other people.  The old saying, “Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will never hurt me” is as false as ever.  Throughout my seventeen years on this earth I have been hurt by people’s words, usually more than actions.  

Verse twelve of this chapter shows us that we cannot walk by our human nature alone.  The way that “seemeth” right is just our carnal nature and not the nature of God.  It leads to death, whereas God wants us to follow him to life everlasting.  There’s a song that is entitled, “Order my steps in your Word”.  That should be our prayer as Christians; that God would show us through his Word how we ought to walk and please him.  

The last commentary of this chapter really helped me to understand some things about those in authority.  I never realized that wisdom gives a person favor with authority.  Ancient Wisdom gives the examples of Joseph and Daniel.  Those in authority will turn in anger on servants who cause them shame.  These young men always respected authority, and ended up on a high political seat.  This shows once again, keep God first our your lives and He will take care of us.

Chapter fifteen


Have you ever said the wrong thing at the wrong time?  I’m sure all of us have at one time or another.  Proverbs chapter fifteen helps us in this area, by letting us know that a soft answer turns away wrath.  When someone’s angry, the best thing to do is talk to that person softly and kindly.  Usually it’s when someone’s upset that they make bad decisions.  A man will lose his temper and make a mistake that he will pay for with his life.  As the saying goes, “A moment of weakness, a lifetime of regret”.  It doesn’t matter what time of day it is for God to see what we do.  We find in verse three that his eyes are in every place, beholding the evil and good.  Sometimes thieves and robbers think the time to rob is at night when nobody can see them.  They are forgetting that God sees just as well in the night as He does in the day.  God is omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent, which shows us that there is nothing that goes on that He doesn’t know about. 

Another thing mentioned in this chapter is words being a source of joy.  When someone knows he has said the right thing, it brings him joy.  As talked about before in this chapter, when someone says the wrong thing, we find that terrible things may happen.  Wisdom’s main lesson in life is to fear God.  This is the greatest lesson that anyone can ever learn.  When someone rejects this, they reject wisdom’s blessings.  Staying in the fear of God will not only help us watch our actions carefully, but also keep us ready for His return.

Chapter sixteen


We cannot make it to heaven on his own, but we need God’s guidance in everything we do.  This chapter speaks of letting the Lord take over our lives and directing our steps in everything we do.  

We are reminded in verse four that all creation praises God.  God created all things to praise him; the Bible says that angels are around his throne, giving worship to him continually!  In Psalms, everything that has breath is commanded to praise him.  

Another piece of wisdom Solomon shares with us in verse seven is how to be at piece with our enemies.  Someone who is experiencing conflict with another individual should examine his own ways.  Sometimes it’s easy for us to point fingers at people before we know all the facts.  We must remember if our motives are right (godly), then God will cause even our enemies to be at peace with us.  

Pride is spoken of in verses eighteen through twenty.  This is the all-time famous verse, “Pride goeth before destruction and an haughty spirit before a fall”.  I have found throughout my life that this verse is so true.  Many times people get “puffed up” when something good happens to them, and ultimately their proud spirit is their destruction.  

Happiness is spoken of in verse twenty, by telling us that we will be happy when we trust in the Lord, rather than in ourselves.  Christians must remember that all things work together for the good to them that love God, and that He has our lives in his hands.  One other valuable main point in this chapter is self-control.  Our ability to control our emotions is much more important than physical strength.  Throughout our lives someone may say something that offends us, but we must remember to keep our eyes focused on God, and still love those that hurt us.

Chapter seventeen


Our relationship with others is a vital part of our walk with God.  How do we treat our peers?  Do we love and respect them?  Do we use them to our advantage?  Do we pre-judge them or their actions?  Sometimes it’s easy for us to do, without even realizing it.  Race, color, or culture should not decide whether we are to be friends with someone or not.  And God forbid it should decide whether we witness to someone or not.  Chapter seventeen deals with these issues, and shows us the proper way to deal with certain types of people.  For example, it’s better to meet a mother bear that has lost her cubs than to meet a fool in his folly.  The reason this is true is that the bear is only dangerous in the physical sense, whereas the fool is dangerous in both physical and spiritual.  When we come in contact with a foolish person that has no love for God, we are putting ourselves in danger of losing out with God.  The term “bad apple” was coined many years ago when man discovered that one bad (rotten) apple can affect a whole barrel of good apples.  The same applies to us, when we associate with a person that is not living for God with their whole heart.  If a friend is consistent in his love, he is a true friend.  Some “friends” might be available when they need something from you, but when rough times come your way, they are nowhere to be found. God will always provide someone in our time of need; we should just make sure our friends are Christians who want to live for God.

Chapter eighteen
Learning how to deal with situations in life is very important, because we seem to face these situations all the time.  For example, when a person hears only part of a situation, and draws his own conclusion from what he heard.  This is very dangerous, because they have received a biased outlook on the situation, and don’t know all the facts.  This happened recently with someone that I know of.  A boy did something wrong, and was caught in the middle of his act by another parent.  This parent called up the boy’s mom on the phone, and told her what had happened.  The mom asked the boy if he had done what he was being accused of.  After an answer of “no”, the mom promptly called up the parent and accused of lying.  This is an example of one answering a matter before he hears it (verse fourteen).  We must remember to take all points of view into affect, and then make a wise decision.  A wise decision in this case would have been to call the other parent, and talk about the facts of the situation; not make any accusations.  

Our tongue is a brutal weapon, and can cause much damage to a life.  Verse twenty-one states that the power of the tongue promotes life and death.  Psalms states, “Set a watch O Lord, over my mouth. Keep the door of my lips shut”.  This shows us that we need God to help us keep our conversation right, and if we don’t allow God to help us, the consequences can be rough.  

Again, friendship is spoken of in the latter part of this chapter, and lets us know that when we show that we are friendly, we will have friends.  A true friend will be available in your time of need, not just during the good times.  Our friends play a vital role in whether we make it to heaven or not, because who we run with will be who we end up with (heaven or hell).  Ultimately, Jesus is our best friend, that “sticketh closer than a brother”. 

Chapter nineteen

Wealth is as nothing in chapter nineteen.  This chapter portrays wealth as a barrier between God and man.  In verse one, we find that a poor man who walks in his integrity (moral innocence) is better than a rich man who is unclean in his ways.  If you remember in the Bible, Jesus told a parable about two men; one poor (Lazarus) and one rich.  When they died, we find that Lazarus went to heaven, whereas the poor man went to hell.  I believe this is a perfect example of what Solomon was speaking about.  Lazarus may not have had the world, but what he did have was better than the world.  He had the gospel of Jesus Christ, which is needed to make it to heaven.  When it comes down to it, nothing else really matters in this life.  Education, wealth, fame, power… they all are as nothing in the eyes of God.  What He looks for is a heart willing to serve him, and a soul that is longing to be saved.  

Family problems are spoken of in this chapter, telling us that a man who has a contentious wife will grow weary of her.  Also, we find that children are responsible for the happiness or sorrow of their parents.  The same applies to us as children of God; we can either please God, or make Him sorrowful.  When God looks at me I want him to see a humble servant willing to do anything and everything for the his kingdom.

Chapter twenty


One subject spoken of in chapter twenty is alcohol.  Someone who gives himself to alcoholic beverages will find himself apart from the upper class of society, and ultimately, in poverty.  We are told in verse one of this chapter that whoever is deceived by wine (strong drink) is not wise.  Individuals who drink beer or wine on a regular basis are trying to “escape” from their problems of life.  

Verse eighteen of this chapter really stuck with me, because it speaks of seeking council before making a major decision.  Many times in life we are faced with difficult decisions, and only council will help us make them wisely.  That’s why elders are so important to us.  Some men and women have been around the church for over fifty years, and are as knowledgeable as ever when it comes to the things of God.  These are the people that we should look up to and seek advice from, because they will help us make the right choices in our life.  

Two important things spoken of in this chapter is youth and age.  What strength is to a young man, gray hair (wisdom and experience) is to an old man.  I believe every church needs elders for young people to look up after and seek advice from.  This helps the church grow spiritually and physically.

Chapter twenty-one


With the problems happening in our government today, people are prone to think that God doesn’t have control over the situation.  Verse one contradicts this theory however, by stating, “The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord”.  God’s plan for the end-time is being revealed in these latter days, and I believe the corruptness of our government is a vital part of it.  The mark of the beast will be here before we know it, and I hope that we are ready for it.  Only God can make us ready for the end-time however, because we find in verse eight that we are sinful by nature, until God makes us pure.  

Many times, when we are done wrong, our human nature wants to get even with people by getting revenge.  We find throughout the Word of God that we should love those that persecute us.  We also find in this chapter that vengeance belongs to the Lord; He will take care of His children.  After all, all things work together for the good to them that love God, and are called according to his purpose.

Chapter twenty-two


One of the most prized verses in the Bible is contained in Proverbs chapter twenty-two.  Many times, in dealing with people, I have used this scripture.  It simply says, “A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches; and loving favor rather than silver or gold”.  What is more important than a good name?  It’s not easily gained however; it’s earned over a period of time by certain traits and characteristics that people like.  Ancient Wisdom gives traits such as honesty, courtesy, integrity, and dependability.  

The rich and the poor are compared to in this chapter, letting us know that there really isn’t much difference between the two.  We all came into this world with nothing; we all are made of dirt; we all will face judgement someday.  

Parenting is spoken of in verses six and fifteen, which I believe every parent should read.  Sometimes parents think their kids are to young to train, so when their kid misbehaves, nothing is done to curb the problems that will occur later in life.  Instead, a parent must use the “rod of correction” to discipline the child, and train him in the way he should go.  

Chapter twenty-three


This chapter instructs us how to act in the presence of authority.  Solomon, a ruler, was training his son how to be a ruler, and thought it very important to teach the proper conduct in the presence of others in authority.  Some things that are mentioned are as follows: Self-discipline, being deceived by a ruler’s “dainties”, or delicacies, and proper eating habits.  

Who should we fellowship with?  Verse six instructs us not to have fellowship with evil people.  Eating is a type of fellowship, so when we eat with evil people, we tend to become like them.  Since we do tend to become like those we associate with, it’s important that we associate with people that have their eyes focused on Jesus.  

One verse of this chapter refers back to the Ten Commandments.  The fifth commandment tells us to honor our father and mother, that our days may be long on the earth.  The Bible says, “Give honor to whom honor is due”.  Because parents are the most influential people in the child’s life, we should honor our parents especially if they have kept us in the church.  

Chapter twenty-four


Envy, one of the seven deadly sins, is spoken of in this chapter.  We find in verse one that we shouldn’t envy an evil man, because that shows wrong values and focus.  When we envy a sinner, there will be a strong temptation to try to be like that sinner, which will lead to hell.  I can honestly say that I don’t envy movie stars, sports figures, or any other celebrity-type person.  I know in my heart that I have something so much greater than what they have, for this life is only but a “vapor” and then it is gone.  Heaven and Hell are eternal, not just a measly eighty years.  

When we rejoice over the fall of an enemy, we are playing with Hell’s fire.  When we have been abused, and the judgment of God falls upon our abuser, we had better not rejoice in the enemy’s judgment.  Jesus always talked on loving our neighbors as ourselves, and praying for our enemies.  Jesus made many enemies in his earthly ministry, but nevertheless, still loved them very much.  While we see people on the outside, God sees them on the inside.  Of course this doesn’t mean that we relax on our holiness standards, for we find many scriptures in the New Testament speaking of being holy because God is holy.  

Chapter twenty-five


Similes are used in this chapter many times, to show relationship between two types of things.  For example, we find that a word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver.  The average man would not understand this scripture; and I must admit that when I first read it, I too was confused.  After reading another commentary on Proverbs, I have found that the “apple” of the Bible refers to the orange.  To see oranges hanging in the midst of surrounding orange blossoms is a sight to behold and a scent to enjoy.  A word spoken at the right time is something just as beautiful.  

Another simile used in this chapter is found in verse twenty-five, which states, “As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country”.  On the contrary, however, modern news media seems to focus on “bad news from far countries”, which do not refresh us like good news would.  

We are shown in verses twenty-two and twenty-three that we should treat our enemies like friends.  When we do this, it’s as if we “heap coals of fire” upon his head, and God will reward us.  The Bible states, “Vengeance is mine, saith the Lord; I will repay”.  God will always take care of his children, and recompense tribulation to them that trouble us (II Thessalonians 1:6).

Chapter twenty-six

Honor is something that every human being wants.  There are some that truthfully deserve honor, but when we honor a fool, it can be damaging and discouraging to those individuals who are worthy of honor.  When a wise person receives honor, he receives it with gratitude, never allowing it to pump up his ego.  

Verse twelve speaks of someone having less hope of recovery than a fool would.  This individual is one that is wise “in his own eyes”, meaning he probably doesn’t seek God’s wisdom because he relies own.  This is a dangerous way of living however, because someone who thinks he is wise has no reason to seek God’s true wisdom.  

One of those who thinks this is the sluggard.  We find in verses thirteen through sixteen that the sluggard refuses to work, and makes excuses to get up and leave his house.  Another person that Solomon mentions is the talebearer, one who reveals all secrets of all kinds.  Words have a tremendous effect on people, and can penetrate to the inward parts of an individual, causing hurt feelings and maybe even bitterness.  Instead of cutting down our peers, we should build them up; this makes for unity within our church, and keeps our minds focused on end-time revival.

Chapter twenty-seven


Self-promotion is spoken of in this chapter, warning us that we should never praise ourselves, because it is a turn-off to people that are around us.  When we boast of ourselves, we are acting as fools, for we don’t know what tomorrow has in store for us.  For all we know, God has plans to take us out of this world.  God is the only one that knows what tomorrow holds.  

One thing spoken of in this chapter is friendship.  A true friend is one who loves enough to confront a problem when necessary.  When a true friend reproves us, he does it with the right motive and attitude, with the ultimate purpose of bringing us to the correct position.  In the same way that iron sharpens iron, friends should improve one another.  God often places people together who have strengths that help each other’s weaknesses.  This is true for husbands and wives too, who should be the closest friends.  I believe God tests people by the praise given unto them.  Solomon gives us a simile in verse twenty-one, letting us know that the praise we receive is like the fining pot is for silver, and the furnace is for gold.    

Chapter twenty-eight


Men who commit crimes can’t live in peace.  When they carry on a normal conversation, they can’t help but to not trust the people they are talking to.  This reminds me of a story entitled The TellTale Heart, by Edgar Allen Poe.  In the story, a man who has committed murder is visited by two police officers, and as he carries on a normal conversation, he grows more and more suspicious of them.  The officers don’t suspect him of anything, but after much agitation and suspicion, the man confesses to the murder.  Verse one of this chapter states, “The wicked flee when no man pursueth: but the righteous are as bold as a lion”.  When we are right with God, we need not have any suspicions about anybody.  

A verse that really stuck with me in this chapter is verse twenty-three.  It shows us that a person who helps someone see his mistakes by rebuke will find more favor than someone who does this with flattery of the tongue.  As stated before, a true friend will voice his opinion in effort to help, not hinder.  We must always remember to do unto others as we would have them do unto us.  Helping someone in a time of need shows selflessness, and helps build a stronger friendship. 

Chapter twenty-nine

When we are reproved, we need to take it with the right attitude.  As a pastor’s son, I have seen saints in the church become bitter because they were reproved.  Verse one shows us that when we do this, we shall be destroyed.  When we have wisdom however, we will love those who reprove us, because we see that they are trying to make us a better person.  

Governmental issues are spoken of in this chapter; God does care about who rules the land.  A valuable thought is mentioned in verse two, letting us know that when those in authority are righteous, it produces great rejoicing among the people.  But when the wicked are in authority, things go wrong, and mourning is throughout the land.  As Christians we should take a stand on who is over us in our government.  Whether it be a representative, a senator, or our President, we should care about who is our authority.  The book of Proverbs always addresses the importance of moral leadership in government.  Throughout history, the fate of cities and nations has depended upon their leadership.  When a wise man is in authority, he will make wise decisions to avoid potential problems that may occur.  The same applies for the church of God.  When a wise man of God is in authority over us, we should not rebel against his leadership.  A good thing to remember is that God has placed a pastor in our lives to show us how to live godly lives.  Any time the pastor does or says something that contradicts the Bible, we need to seek God’s wisdom, and make sure we don’t follow our leader into sin.  Many men of God have lost the faith; it can happen, and we as Christians need to be ready to live for God no matter what comes our way.

Chapter thirty


Respect for parental authority in today’s world has greatly diminished.  More and more we see kids talk back to their parents, seemingly without any thought at all.  Parents seem to be in a constant battle with their kids, and it’s because they have no authority over them.  From a kid’s view, parents are nothing more than people who provide food and shelter, and prevent them from having fun every once in a while.  This type of behavior is spoken of in verses eleven through fourteen.  The generations mentioned don’t just neglect their parents; they curse them.  Pride and selfishness is evident in these generations; they have no thought of others whatsoever.  God has placed parents in our lives to show us many ways of life, and to teach us manners.  When parents neglect to do this, what’s left of a kid seems to be an untamable monster.  On the other hand, when parents chasten their child, manners and good behavior are instilled, producing a respectable young person for the kingdom of God.

Chapter thirty-one


I will be honest; this is one of my favorite chapters in the Bible.  It’s rhythm seems to flow perfectly, and when one thinks about it, it sounds almost like a poem.  In actuality, it was a poem at one time, but after being translated to the English language, it lost most of its rhyme.  Believe it or not, its twenty verses in the original Hebrew begin with the successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet.  

Many wonderful traits of a virtuous woman are spoken of in this chapter, showing what a woman should do for her family.  Many times, women are beautiful on the outside, but on the inside are cold and selfish.  The virtuous woman isn’t like this however, for she has the law of kindness in her tongue, and also takes care of her house.  When I choose my bride, I want nothing less than a virtuous woman.  A woman that fears God and eschews evil, for in marrying a virtuous woman, it will help me to become a better Christian in the kingdom of God.  It has been said that the most important decision in our life is whether or not we are going to serve God.  The second most important decision is choosing who we marry.   In choosing a mate, we should look for someone that is involved in the things of God, and that has a desire to worship God in everything that they do.  By all means, we need to marry someone of like precious faith.  I have seen Pentecostal men marry a sinner woman, and before they know it they are further away from God then ever before.  But when we marry someone that has given their life to God, we need not to be ashamed about anything we do for God.  He has a purpose and a plan for every one of our lives, and when we live for Him, He will work out all of the details.

Conclusion and Evaluation


How much more wisdom can you put into a book like Proverbs?  Ranging from the importance of wisdom, to a virtuous woman, this is a book of wisdom for all people, in all areas of life.  Whether we agree with these Proverbs or not, they are words from the wise.  Solomon was gifted with wisdom from God, and we are blessed to have the opportunity to read these proverbs.  Not only should we read them, but also apply them to our lives.  


In all honesty, I learned many things by doing this report.  So many “nuggets” of truth are contained in this book; it will blow one’s mind.  Any time we are at odds with someone, the book of Proverbs is what we should read.  It has many lessons dealing with relationships with others, and how we should behave our words and actions.  This is a book to live by… a book for the past, present, and future.    

