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Thesis – A Majority’s rule in democracy is not always beneficial

                             in the ways it envisions it to be. 

An Athenian historian, Thucydides, once said in his account of Pericles’ Funeral Oration that the acts done by the many may not be just.  In A Clockwork Orange, the majority’s treatment of Alex is immoral. The majority in this novel is the state, a futuristic democratic country. Near the end, the majority rectifies its mistakes and restores the “original” Alex, allowing him to eventually correct himself. 


Alex is a fifteen year old with an ultra-violent lifestyle.  As leader of his gang of four “droogs”, they drink milk laced with drugs, beat, rape and rob people.  Alex maintains an iron rule over his gang, causing resentment. At the one-third mark of A Clockwork Orange, Alex is betrayed by his droogs and sent to jail.  


While in jail, Alex hears of a “treatment” the government has that “gets you out of prison in no time at all and makes sure that you never get back in again.”  (p.82) The prison chaplain, who takes a liking to Alex, tells Alex he is referring to the “Ludovico Treatment”.  The prison chaplain adds: “The question is whether such a technique can really make a man good. Goodness comes from within, 6655321. Goodness is something that is chosen. When a man cannot chose he ceases to be a man.”  Wanting to get out of prison, Alex volunteers to be the first 
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patient.  The prison governor and Minister of the Interior are pleased that they now have a subject they can use to show how criminals can be transformed into “good” people.  

Before the start of the Ludovico Treatment, the prison chaplain sees Alex one last time.  “What does God want? Does God want goodness or the choice of goodness? Is a man who chooses the bad perhaps in some way better than a man who has the good imposed upon him?” the chaplain thinks aloud. Alex, unfortunately, doesn’t understand what the chaplain says. The next day, Alex is transferred to a hospital/lab type setting instead of a prison environment.  

The Ludovico Treatment consists of strapping down the subject and forcing him/her to watch films of violent acts, rape, torture and crime.  The film brings out many of the worst aspects of humanity, coupled with classical music in the background as an “emotional heightener”.  Alex watches the films in agony and pain, begging that they stop. Alex is also very opposed to the use of good music along with such violent images. Burgess gives us a powerful presentation of the vast powers a majority can hold and how it can be used to commit wrong. Through this treatment, Alex is conditioned to become physically sick at the mere thought of any “bad thoughts” like sex and violence.  In two weeks, Alex is released.
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As a result of the state’s psychological work on Alex, he is transformed from a perpetrator of crimes to a victim of crimes.  The victims of Alex and his gang come back to beat him and seek revenge.  Since Alex gets sick at the thought of violence, he cannot defend himself.  The state and its Ludovico Treatment, didn’t solve its problem with troublesome individuals, but rather merely reversed the violence and victimizing in the other direction.  

Strangely, a writer Alex victimized earlier comes to the aid of helpless Alex. This individual, however, is actually now using Alex to display how repressively unjust the government and state can be.  Still harboring ill will towards what Alex and his gang did, locks Alex in a room while playing classical music. The music brings back the thoughts and images of the violent films in the Ludovico Treatment to Alex, who tries to commit suicide in desperation. 


After Alex’s failed suicide attempt, he is bought a hospital. The treatment on Alex has made Alex into a machine, or “clockwork” as the writer Alex victimizes earlier had on a piece he was typing.  “That’s a fair gloopy title. Whoever heard of a clockwork orange?” is Alex’s reaction to the title of the writer’s piece the first time he sees it. In this part of the book, we see that the wants of the rest of society has made Alex become the “clock” in his own 
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previous statement, only capable of good. He cannot even think of violence and sex without getting physically sick.

Alex is not an individual capable of free choice like the prison chaplain mentions.  The government cannot have one of its “products” dysfunctional and trying to commit suicide, and so takes back Alex for de-conditioning.  The majority or state thought it could control its problems with individuals through conditioning. “The attempt to impose upon man, a creature of growth and capable of sweetness, to ooze juice at the last round the bearded lips of God, to attempt to impose, I say, laws and conditions appropriate to a mechanical creation, against this I raise my sword-pen –“ wrote the writer. It is shown that in the very end of A Clockwork Orange, without the interference of the majority, Alex is capable of “growth and sweetness” even back in his reconditioned, violent, and original state to make up his own mind that he wants to settle down and be good. 

