The Pinnacle of Evolution

Once labeled as ‘gay partners’ in King Edward VII Hall, Steven Phua and Eric Lau quashed rumours by getting attached in a record time. But the controversies surrounding and created by them have rippled in the quiet community. For example, Eric Lau claimed that he was voted as one of the 50th sexiest men in Singapore by Her World Magazine. Then they claimed that Anwar Ibrahim had escaped from jail and the real Anwar was in Singapore. And most shocking of all, they claim that they are the pinnacle of evolution! A reporter is dispatched to interrogate the ‘rumour mongers’.

Q: How did both of you meet?
Steven: I came late for the orientation and thought that Eric was a senior (Because he looked so ‘ah pek’), directing us like a big boss to cut soft drink cans. It was when we lined up later that I realized he was a freshman (to my horror). 

Eric: Actually I couldn’t remember that incident. I remember we were in charge of the music for a sketch The Legend of Mahsuri for Malaysia Nite 97. It was our first major co-operation. Ironically, we used only western tunes from Enya, Rachmaninoff and The Rock for this Malay play. But things went well. June Tang described the selection as apt.

Q: After that, both of you produced Keviian Circle in 98/99.  I heard a lot about the KC of that year. So what accounted for the phenomenal success?

Steven: Many said the sweets (We dispensed sweets with each copy of KC). Eric had obviously bribed the people into taking the publications. 

Eric: And other people claimed that KC was tabloidish. But what’s so tabloidish about interviewing decent people like Prof Cheah and Uncle Café 9? On a serious note, I think an exclusive wedding photo of Uncle and Aunt Café 9 brought the breakthrough. After that, people looked forward to more exclusive news. 

Steven: I think our KCs had an element of wackiness. We sliced half of the JCRC President (Ravinder Singh)’s mug shot and put it as our cover. In the April Fool’s KC, we took a photo of a friend who looked really like Anwar Ibrahim (with beard and moustache) and claimed that he was the real ONE! Of course, Eric Lau was NEVER voted as one of the sexiest men in Singapore.  And even if he was, I was supposed to WIN! KELONG judges whoever they were. How can he be sexy? If you can only see his  body…err…never mind.

Eric: Sour grapes! How could you deny the truth when it’s staring in your face?

Steven: Yeah right!

Q: No wonder Akshita calls Eric a Casanova. So is Eric an expert in courting girls, especially with such ‘credentials’?

Eric: Well, everyone can be a Casanova, EVEN Steven here. Just learn from this book (Love Tactics: How to win the one you want). In fact, Steven is my young apprentice.

Steven: But I surpass the ‘master’— I got attached way before this scum here did.

Eric: That’s because I have taught you well, my young apprentice. Hey, I’m still more skilful in dating girls. You know nuts about that!

Steven: Talking about girlfriends. Let me tell you what a scum he was. The idiot who I considered to be my….errr.. never mind, only told me about his relationship TWO MONTHS after it happened. To think I told him about mine on the very night. Worse of all he tried to fob me off with ludicrous tales about his girlfriend being his Arts counselee.  And he told friends OUTSIDE the hall first! Boo hoo hoo. Eric, how can you forget that night when we…err…never mind.

Q: That was a lot of juicy details but we shall talk more after the interview. So the yearbook was the third major co-operation?

Eric: Yup. Initially, I thought that since a yearbook is almost the same as thick as 6 KCs, it should be easy. But it took me one year to find out how foolhardy I was.

Steven: Arggggggghhhhh. Argggggggggggghhhhh. Argggggggggghhhhhhh. Never   again! Even if Eric pays me a million…umm…wait (thoughtfully)

Q: Besides work, what do you do in your spare time?

Steven: Support Man-U (YAY!), watch Anime (YAY!YAY!) and the Star Wars trilogy(for the 43rd time!), play computer games (Baldur’s Gate rulez!!!!). Sometimes, Eric and I would watch South Park together and do other... errrrr…never mind.

Eric: Hey, “I’m 100% not gay!” (A line from South Park’s Mr. Garrison but he turns out to be one.) but I’m not too sure about Steven. Besides insulting each other, we do use our spare time for constructive work. Just last year, we shocked the scientific community with our theory that the world is coming to an end (For more details, please read page117 of Diversity/ Keviian 99/00)!

Steven: Yes! It is not hard to see why. We are the most perfect beings, the most eloquent and the most handsome. When the evolution has reached its pinnacle, what more is there but to wait for Armageddon?

Eric and Steven (in chorus): Precisely! We are the pinnacle of evolution and the world is coming to an end!

Q: So as pinnacles of evolution, do you have any advice for the unevolved?

Steven: Life’s like a box of char kway tiao, it has ham/cockles (harm) in it.

Eric: Don’t go Pulau Ubin with someone who complains endlessly about the need for the whole island to be air-conditioned!

Steven: Oh ya, one more advice: Don’t go to that dusty and god-forsaken island (with a masochistic nut like Eric!!!).

