John Kennedy

On November 22, 1963, when he was hardly past his first thousand
days in office, John Fitzgerald Kennedy was killed by an assassin's
bullets as his motorcade wound through Dallas, Texas. Kennedy was
the youngest man elected President; he was the youngest to die.

Of Irish descent, he was born in Brookline, Massachusetts, on May 29,
1917. Graduating from Harvard in 1940, he entered the Navy. In
1943, when his PT boat was rammed and sunk by a Japanese
destroyer, Kennedy, despite grave injuries, led the survivors through
perilous waters to safety.

Back from the war, he became a Democratic Congressman from the
Boston area, advancing in 1953 to the Senate. He married Jacqueline
Bouvier on September 12, 1953. In 1955, while recuperating from a
back operation, he wrote Profiles in Courage, which won the Pulitzer
Prize in history.

His Inaugural Address offered the memorable injunction: "Ask not
what your country can do for you--ask what you can do for your
country." As President, he set out to redeem his campaign pledge to
get America moving again. His economic programs launched the
country on its longest sustained expansion since World War II; before
his death, he laid plans for a massive assault on persisting pockets of
privation and poverty.
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