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aibataries of the Kanawbi had o bridges and the men wro oblgod to brd
them.On tho morniag of May 2, the eommand tarted fom Great Fall,
at o contiaencn of Gasley sad Now river, (forming the Kanawh,) sod
limibed the heighta of Cotton Mountato. ‘The morning was bright and besn:
), quite warm, and mavy of the men, a they tlled up th M rough way,
bocamo exhansted i throw away oveneoats and blnkets. Dot noon, dark
clouds arose ucceeded by & e el rain, and Ly tho e they reached tho
‘ageol villag of ayett, thoy wero grocted with a dfving suowstorm. Mg
Aivested of overcoats and blankots, et to the skin, sbivering with the cod,
presented o pitable sight. Fayoils was tho xtrcuo out.post beid by the
Usion forces. Tho brigade of infantey and batery an duty her, vere added
o Gneral Crook's conmand.

“The forco was mow composed of throo bigadesof Infutry,thrce Dafteres,
General AveIPs cavalry, and o frain of one hundred and. ity wagons ith
‘about ity ambalanccs. The desgn o tho cxpediton was to aeike the Vi
ginia wnd Tennessee raiload at Wythevilloand Dubli,toar up i ruck, b
e bridgo actoss Now rives and thas o0-perate withtho urmy o the Fotomae,
‘o cutting the main atary which fuished supplis to Less Aray. General
Averll moved by Logan Court Hous, intending tostrik at Satville o which
ol thero was & branch rom tho main Toad.

To docee the enemny 4 t the oute, General Crooke st tho FIN Virgiia,
Infaatey, under command of Colonel A A Towinson, with Lisstenant Blaser's
scouts o tho Lowisburg road. This it sncoceded admizably i drawing off
AR Cunsland's Brigade in that direction.

“From Fayctto Court Houso the three brigadesof infuntry with axtillry .
‘wagon tzan, marehod throngh Raleigh comnt, and. gcross tho Great Flat Top
Monntain, which was set on o by our advanes, The mountain was eystem.
atially fred on both sdes of the rood. - Thia was don o give General Averill
 sgunl a0 mark the coureo of tho afaatzg. On this day the Thind Reservo
‘was acting s & guand to tho wagon frain. The rood wras Hned with e trunks
of dead chestout toes which burnod with great ury. Occasionaly o faming
Timb or op of  tree would fll erosstho rad, erifying both horses and wen.
1t was by no mosns  pleasant daty & guaed wagons oaded vith ammnition,
‘whil passing through such a ondeal a3 this. Even veteran sciders wero i
tepidacon lost thero should 1o & promature explosion from sparks that might
nd ther way among the wooden bosea to the issles of death. On tho
sooth sideof ho Great Flat Top Mouutain many trocs ez ownd flled scross
Eho rond—the st intimation of the resence of an enemy._On tho 6 of May
tho advance bad  lvely skimish with tho Sixieth Virgini, at Prinectown,
Chacounty seatof Maroor comny, - Ou forcescamo upon them uddenly. They
et thele tents standing, and dropped ther tools in the trneh of the forml.
e fort they were crccting.  During the next tw drys the command made
 forced maroh, skirmisbing by tbe way with smal detachments of ths e,
rossed East Biver Mountaia, passel throtgh Rocky Gap in Tasewell county,
‘and movod through Walkers Valley. It was after & march of thiry miles,
on the i, that the gap near Shaumon's bridge was gained, This gap opens
‘1D 0 the Bosth-vast alopo of Walker o Cloyd Mouniaia.

On th morning of tho b, tho somwand. passed throngh this gap. The
Secand Brigade was under command of Colonel C. 2. White. The Third e
serve and Bleventh Vieglaia ed off the mountain road o fhe left marched





