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taenth Comnestent, Ono Hiundred and Tty bird Obio and two basterics i
motion towasds Winchester, Several rogiments of cxvalry pressded tho In
fantry and axtilry. Winchostar was reached in the afermoon, bot neither
sobbers nor anemy T fores wero found.  On tho fllowing day fhis fors 19
turnod to Martinsburg.

Wodnesday, Febeuacy 7t the Thisd moved from Martinsbusg to Vancleves
ville, v miles east of Martisbarg on the Baltimors and Ohio rallroad, and
tho Pourth to Kearnegsvile, nino miles eas onthosameroad.  From these (wo
poiata tho seglmenta performed pioket dnty on the rolroad wntil Masch 27th,
when tho Fourth vas moved o Hapers Ferry; ovo days afer, the Third
Joinod it Tho defachment performod pickot doty a¢ Harpers Ferry till April
0. Al baggago that coukd posibly bo dispensod with was hevostored. _Each
man waa ordered tohave on ba parson isty round of cartridge, o extra palr
of dioes and. four duye rations. Thus relevod of many camp comforts and
having roceived additional bus , the Thir] nd Fourth wero again cal
restward, noross the Aleghenies, 0 Graftoo, w0 hundzed miles from Tarper's
Torry; from thence, o milason tho South Brandh road leading fo Parkersbry;
o Webster.Soreral logal Virginia regimenta had precoded the Reserves af
this potat, a1 two batteries followod.  Averills cavalry weat, into camp
several mile further norh, Wagous, aubalances, and pontoon bridgns were
colleatod a2 WebsterTho dosign of tho expeditio, which wha 10 st from
his potat st advanco upon th Visginia snd Tenmsscerallrond, bymarchivg
through Barbour and Raodolph cvunties, i theneodizoely sonth throagh the
‘mountoinous distrcts. Tho contiouous Fains, hewoves, mads (ho Toads impas
sable in additon o hi, the coemy, having som Knowledgo of tho design ind
sonte, had dag down the moantain 7oad in several narc pasces, and flled
rees o ofer porcions. 11 was eventunlly coneluded (0 abandon. fho enter.
‘prise. Tho foree hat o boen colecod about Weber was divided and oot
east and west. Several Visgin roginents marcbod o Mastinsbur o oin the
command of Generol Sige, bont o mogo oo Staunton and Lynehburg. The
o Beservo rogiments woro among {he infanty st wos, and, on tho 224 of
Al séaeted for Prkersburg, o the Obio river, AU Parkersbung thes were
transfered to steamboats and went dow tho Okio o tho month of the Great
Kanawha, thena up this 1ise to Brownistow, icn milen above Chaclsion
Colonel Siekel, wbo bad bee reiained at, Alesandsia o Bl sn important trost,
w0 andorod, b bis 0wn roquest 0 tejoia his ald command. o received, upon
i serival,  Hearty welooma from the ofioer 44 e of s regiment.

‘Gonensl George Crook had command of fhe troops conoentating n the
Kouawh Valley. Ho apent bot four days n organising bis ragmentary oom-
mands, reducing baggage, sending off the ik and goting in ordr his SuppLy
nd ammaaiton tram, Tumediately afler fanding 3¢ Brownsiown, Geveral
Crook paced Colonel Siekel In command of his Third Brigade, compased of tho
Third and Fourth Reservs ond tho Eleventh and Fiseuth West Virghoia rgi.
ments. Tho Thind was under commaund of Captain Jasob Leabart. Major
Wiliam Brine, whilo ab Webstr, bad recived & severe infury in hi right
Jand i excinguisbing the feo that was barning bis fent, 0 was sent 10 the
ospial ¢ Grafton, t Uhe doop regretof his e, Tho Fourth was commandod
by Caloel . H. Woolworth.

Ou Savunday moring, Apel 306k, tho Thind Brigude sariod from Browns:
oty for iwo days warobed uptho narv Kausvla Vlly: The svlln





