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imgton Junetion to Maetiusbarg,the s ere pusicd orwaed ot e nimost
pood..The th and T eing tho cldest 1433 of the winie, the men suflored
fernibly from the sharp vintar bast o they were husiod through tbo gaps wnd
Fuvines o his mountoons ditrct.

At Martinsburg they found General Averils Cavaly. Tis command had
§ush rofurned eom o oid upan Elem, in Rosuoke county, Virgiio, . impor-
ant point on the Virginia and Tennesseo ulroad, where they destroped s geat
quantiy of commisary stores which tho encmy bad ealected there, O ther
retar they were pursued by o beavy foree of sebal. 1t was thought hat the
enemmy dosigued. pushing forward.to tho Daltmoro o Okio raroad, perbaps
into the border countis of Ponmeyivania, and hence tho speody forvaing of
these bwo rogiments {0 e rescte. No sitempt was rade o execnto thia pur-
Dose, aud thero as no immetata work o the detaahment upon i arival.

‘T Thind ws commanded by Msjor Wiliam Brine, the Fourth hy Tien
tenaat Colonel . . B. Tapper, tho whole under command of Calonel Wootwort
of tho Fourth. The detachment. performed. leket duty on the roads in tho
vinity of Martnsbirg from January 7t tho 5t O theltterdatolwaa
adered o tale transportation on cars vesovaxd, aud wos balted at Now Grceley
@ sation in & wild mountainons district one hundred miles vest rom Martins
bimg.  Tho detachment zepoetad o Colonel Mlligan wio lad command of
i post. T exigency Which called tho Thind and Fourth (0 this ild forlorn
spot appeared to uve passed, and they ware ordered (0 gitch their tents 00
at on the north branch of €ho Potomae.  Early i tho ight of Januars S1st,
the milat of o raiustorm, ey wero orlorod 1 repor al Colonel Mullgasts
headaquasters wih (o daye roiond, T was reporod hat tho rebels ad 16
tackod a traln of cighty wagons going fom New Orock to Petersburg, in
Hasdy oounty, @ poiat som foxty miles south, 3 etrome outpost gurisoned
by o amall aderal force, Ut tho comamand of Colonel Mulligun tho Third
and Fourth, accompanied by teversl amall squada of cavalry and infuotzy
commenced 1ho night pursuit. - They were marched and conntes marcled for
i ccessiva days and ights without abeler oser 1uddy and rocky roads,
compelled to ford wolleh mountafn stzeams, soour fhe ides of rountains,
penirate gaps on ither sidaof the parow valey throngh which they marched,
Tor the donle purpose o o the cuemy sac guarling agaiast surps

Within five milos of Moorcflid they tormod a juncton with Averills Cay.
ey, Wi had masebed from Martinshang tirogh Wiachester and Tomney.
Tho eneny moved with rapiicy, and succooded in escaping it most of s
‘wagon tran, togeber with about fve hunlee catle stlen from. the people of
Handy and Hampsbiro countios.

‘Coumpletely exbaustad (o ecnetant marching, want of sloopand expostre,
the two regiments roturmed on he eveniog of Debruary Oth fo thel ants
1eft standing on the banks of tho Potomac. On the 10th of Fobruary, tho
Third Regiment was furmished with {rsvsportasion to Martinabucy. ~The
Fourth fllowed bvo or thro days Iaer. O, the igh of February 11th, 3
orce of rbel briganda sald t havo bean undee ho command of tho *cbival
Fous Harry Gilmon, hrew  passenger (xan off (ho tack cight milescast f
Sartinsburg, and robbed the passongers of ol thelr valusblo ellects. This wae
Fepresented s tho sdvanco g of  azgo robl foroo n the vicnity of Wi
Ghoter. Bty on the momming of the 12th, Colonel Rodgera who I com
mand o the troopa in aad about Mistinsburz, put the Third Hesorve, Bigh





