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“All Gone Up” at 140th Franklin...

WEell, the long-anticipated “Battle of Franklin
has come and passed, and with nearly amonth’s
reflection, it went pretty well in the long-term
scheme of things.

For the Capitol Guards, many more things
wentwell thanwent bad. Wehad an outstanding
turn-out, fielding atotal of 22 men on Saturday,
16 of whomareregular membersof the Company
and new recruits. Wehad 19 men pre-registered,
so thisis an outstanding performance for aroad
trip of thisdistance. Intherankson Saturday we
had Tom Ezell, Steve Shore, Tyson Savell, Ken
Nations, and David Sesser serving asour officer
and NCOs, with Privates Bob Black, Bryce
Blanco, Matt Bond, George Davis, Mike Loum,
Jake Osburn, Corey Shumate, Jerry Simpson,
ChrisStewart, and Robert Tibbet. W.J. Monagle
of the 37th Illinois joined us at mid-day on
Saturday for hisfirst experienceat fightingonthe
Confederate end of thefield. In addition to our
regulars, wewerejoined by six membersof thelst
Arkansas, MarvinLangrell, Bob Hutcheson, Rex
Norris, Guy Taylor, Andy Taylor, and Bill
Turney.

For once, getting thereand back wasalmost
as much fun as the event itself, as the company
organized acaravanto Franklin. Meeting at the
McDonaldsnear the Lonokeexit on1-40 at 7:30
am., we were on the road at 8:00 headed for
middle Tennessee. Wetook anoon break at teh
Cracker Barrel inJackson, TN, thenheaded onto
Franklin,wherewemadeabrief stopat theCarter
House, refueledthewagons, and headedintothe
event site.

Thingsstartedtoget alittlecomplex here, as
trafficwasbacked up onthe ColumbiaPikefrom
Franklin pert near all theway to Spring Hill, and
welost afair bit of our sparetimeintheprocess.
Registration, for once, was as promised... show
your card, get your pass, and move on into the
parkingarea, whereweregroupedastheindividual
wagons made in in from the confusion on the
ColumbiaPike.

Shifting from travel clothes into uniform,
another problem cropped up when one of the
fellowsfound he had left his musket back inthe
assembly areain Arkansas. Othersneeded pants,
or apair of shoeswhenthestuff intheloaner box
didn’t fit. This necessitated a quick trip to the
sutlers, and the pressure was on as the Brigade

Tennessee. More photos inside this issue!!

was already beginning to assemble in
preparation to depart for the Friday night
camps off-site. Next surprise, the sutler
areawasnot theexpanseof canvasjust over
the top of the hill (that was the civilian
camp) butwasalittlemorethanamileaway.

Hustling to get the quartermaster and
ordnanceissuessolved, wefixedthemissing
musket problem by gettinganew Enfieldto
serve as the new Company loaner, and
heading back to the assembly point at the
Brigadebasecamp. Otherstook alittlemore
time to complete their transactions, and at
move-out time for the Brigade, there was
only myself, Ken, and Corey watching the
troops disappear over the hill.

Just before dark, we found everyone
elseregrouped at thewagons, andgot all the
chicksshooedintocamp. By thenitwasfull
dark, and no one at the base camp knew
where the campaigners had gone or were
going, sowestacked armsand settled down
for theevening ontheedgeof thebasecamp
to wait for the next morning.

Reveille came an hour early, as the
artillerymen next door to usblew thebugles
at 4:00 am. inorder to get their horsesfed,
watered, and harnessed. Theartillerymen’s
noise got the others stirred up, and withthe

Granbury’s Texas and Govan’'s Arkansas brigades assault the Federal works in front of the Carter
cotton gin on Saturday afternoon at 140th Franklin. Approximately 8,200 reenactors met on the original
fields at Spring Hill, Tennessee to recall the 1864 campaign that destroyed the Confederate Army of

sounds of chopping wood from the other side
of camp, wefiguredwemight aswell getonup
anyway.

Breakfastwaseasily takencareof... there
wasn't any, since our rations had gone to the
field with the campaign battalion. We had
coffee with us, and a few quick cups of that
elixorandsomel eftover hardtack fromwhatever
thelast event waswould haveto serveuntil we
caught upwiththecommissary wagons. Then
again, lack of breakfast hunger isan authentic
Confederate experience, though not one that
we usually seek by choice.

Shortly after 5:00a.m., theyahooyankee
cavalry staged araid on the Confederate base
camp, setting off arunningfirefight for thenext
half hour. Since we had not had a chance to
check weaponsin the daylight, we stayed out
of it, and let the yahoos have their way out
thereinthedark. Onefellow whowasunable
to stay out of it, though, was Jerry Simpson,
who found himself taken prisoner on the way
tothesinks. A true Southern heart, herefused
togiveevenname, rank, or servicenumber, and
wasableto get away shortly thereafter, taking
careof hisintended busi nessand heading back
into camp.

Itdidn’t takelong to call theroll, submit
the morning reports, and break camp, so by

ContinuedonPage3...
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140th Anniversary Battle of Pilot Knob

Sept.25-26, 2004

Based on reports from the previous event in
2001, the Capitol Guards tooks care to add
the reenactment at Pilot Knob, Missouri to
our schedulewhen that event, held every three
years, rolled around again. Well, in 2004, it
came back up, sadly on the weekend immedi-
ately before another long road trip for the
Division event at Franklin.

Our resolve bolstered by Ken Nations'
assessmentsand the previousevent report, we
kept it on the schedule and made plans to
attend asFederals, figuring it would be easier
tofind someonetofall inwith that way. Soit
wasthat on an overcast Friday, we packed the
wagons and headed north to the Show-Me
State, intent on saving Mizzourah for the
Union and Abe Lincoln. It was a pleasant
drive, but fairly long and mostly over rural 2-
laneroads. Itrainedfor ashort timeafter noon,
and aweak drizzlecontinued aswepulledinto
theFort Davidson StatePark inPilot Knoband
started looking for aplacetosigninand throw
down. Despitehavingtraveled separately, we
all showed up at the site within 20 minutes of
each other, a neat if unintended bit of
coordination.

With Franklinthefollowingweek, many
of the Guards had to save their kitchen passes
for the following weekend, and so we only
fieldedfiveriflesandtwocivilians. Still,itwas

One ofthe more fascinating scenarios on Saturday outtothefieldandtook upadefensive
night was the re-enactment of the Federal position several hundred yards in

a good turnout considering the
crowdedfall schedule. Toeingtheline
at Saturday’s roll call we had Tom
Ezell, Steve Shore, KenNations, and
our newest member, Corey Shumate.
W.J. Monagleof the 37th Illinoisgot
off to a late start, but joined us at
midday Saturday.

Wefound ashady spot to set up
our dog tentsand took abrief wander
through the site, the fort, and the
museum. First order of business on
Saturday wasto get akettle of coffe
going, followed by breakfast at the
nearby Fort Davidson Inn & Cafe,
bothof whichwerehighly commended
and appreciated by the participants.
The Captain wascalled to aseries of
officers’ callsat 8:00, and uponreturn
we cootered up, fell in with the
battalion, and had inspectionand
battalion drill. Being shorthanded,
the Captain shed his sword for a
musket, and reveled in being alowly :
shirking private for theremainder of |nside Fort Davidson, where the Capitol Guards fought
theevent. Drill wasfun, too,asweran on Sunday, looking toward the Confederate positions in
throughthebasicsof theSchool of the the distant treeline.

Battalion and firing drill and safety.

We had a little more than an
hour’ s time off afterward before we
hadtofall backinfor theafternoon’s
battlescenario, soweheaded back to
camp and made lunch from our
haversacksand therationsissued at
registration.

Weconsolidatedwiththefolks ¢
from“Holmes' Brigade,” Federas
from the Kansas City area who
turned out to be pretty good folks, 3 i T Rl :
and who were camped adjacent to i L LSRR BT
us. All in all, the Federal force, Tentmgtomghton _the old camp grounds... adifferent look
at the campaign lifestyle, with everybody under shelter

halves, or “dog tents.”

e

The Federal camp at Fort Davidson, with Pilot Knob
Mountain in the background.

T ek
R e

commanded by Cal. Stan Prater of
the Frontier Brigade, fielded three
companiesof about 20riflesapiece...
andfor oncewewereonfairly even
terms with the Confederates, too...
asother conflicting eventsat Cabin
Creek, Oklahomahad drawnmost of
the southern infantry contingent to
that direction. There was no
shortage, however, of scaleartillery
and even afew full-sized guns, and
about two dozen mounted cavalry
per side.

On forming up, we marched

W.J. takes up whittling Saturday evening. He said he was
gonna make a toothpick.

evacuation of the fort and blowing up the powder 44 anceof theforttoawait an attack
magazine. Here goes alot of Uncle Sam’s ammo, by a Confederate force rumored to be

I Sterling Price’s h f a decisi .
asct\(/)vg/ as Sterling Price’s hopes of a decisive approaching. Soon enough the cavalry

skirmisherswereengaged, followed shortly by
theartillery openingfire. Therestinginfantry
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“Sunset in the West” — The 140th
Anniversary Battles of Spring Hill,
Franklin, and Nashville, Oct. 1-3, 2004
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If it ain’t rainin’, it ain’t trainin’, and Franklin was no different.
Here Chris Stewart, Jake Osburn, Jerry Simpson, Corey
Shumate, Bob Hutcheson, and Bill Turney wait out Saturday
morning’s rain shower on the way to Spring Hill.
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The Capitol Guards at 140th Franklin. L to R: Tom Ezell, George Davis, Ken
Nations, David Sesser, Corey Shumate, Bob Black, Jake Osburn, Robert Tibbett,
Jerry Simpson, Rex Norris, Bryce Blanco, Guy Taylor, Marvin Langrell, Chris
Stewart, Tyson Savell, Andy Taylor, Bill Turney, and Matt Bond.

Franklin (Continued from Page 1)
daylight we were ready to form on the color lineand move out assoon asit got The TMVI on the road to the original Spring Hill battlefield, the
light. With daylight camethe Brigade courier tolead usout, and wequickly fell  Capitol Guards on the right.

in, counted off, and made ready to move out.

As soon as we stepped off, Mother Nature began to smile on our ventures
and sent usalittlerainto cool us off aswemarched. We headed off to the back
side of the property, and in the good army tradition of “hurry up and wait” we
bided our timefor 40 minutesor so awaiting permissionfromtheSpringHill Police
Department to let us out on the road in accordance with our “parade permit.”
General Jack Kingof the TexasBrigadetook hisfolksout early, andwhen stopped
by the cops got alittle snippy about it with them... only to find himself arrested
and issued a citation for violation of the permit. General Moore, the Division
commander, nearly found himself in the same boat, but held his temper and
avoided any undue disciplinary action.

Finaly, at the stroke of the hour allowed by the permit, the gates were
opened and the Base Camp Brigade took the road for the Spring Hill battlefield.
Most of this march was made along the side of the modern highway on Kedron -
road, until weswung leftintothehhistoric battl efield and headed over hill andover  S9t Tyson Savell brings up the rear of the company as we start
daletocatchupwiththerest of theDivision. Therain quit about midway through up the ridge at Spring Hill
thismarch, andthesun camefrom behindtheclouds, steaming everythingin 110%
humidity. Musketry and cannon fire could be hear ahead as we pushed up the
hill overlooking Spring Hill and took abreak to allow the stragglersto catch up
and the others to catch their breath.

Moving on, we pushed through the campaigners' Friday evening campand
crossed an open field to come up behind the Confederate line, then moved by the
flank, andformed columntocomeup andreinforcethelead brigade. movinginto
lineof battle, wecrossed asecondfiled, only tofindthat thefighting had dieddown
and wejoined the brigadeline, stacked arms, and waited for water to be brought
up in the wagons.

Water supply would be a continuing problem through the event as the
brigadesstruggledtorely onhorse-drawnwagonscarrying 55-gallondrumswith
aspigot system, and 55- gallonsamong 500 men with empty canteensandwarm  Hill. Elk River Battalion on the right flank, Red River Battalion
Indian summer weather just doesn’t go very far. There were no other potable in the center, and the TMVI on the left flank.
water sources in the maneuver area, so the quartermasters and the wagoneers
definitely got aworkout this weekend. of the guys were getting tired and footsore by thistime, sowe

Oncewatered, weput theDivisionback onthemarchand headed back down  took thingsat avery easy pace. Onarrival inwhat weweretold
the Columbia Pike (a4-lane divided highway) to the Saturday campaign camps wasto becamp for thenight, we stacked armsand packs, drew
inorder tostagefor the Saturday afternon scenario of theBattlefor Franklin. Some  our rations, andgot asmall firegoingfor coffeeand avery bel ated

ContinuedonPage4...
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Franklin (Continued from Page 3)

Cleburne’s Division forms line of battle in front of Franklin. Here, too. the tooters

“General Granbury” (the MVB’s Mark Griffin) offers a prayer

went right in with the shooters as the bands played “Dixie” and the “Bonnie Blue

Flag.”

before leading the Texas Brigade in an attack on the Federal
works at Franklin. L to R: Bob Black, Mark Griffin, Lt. George

Strawn, and Col. Toren Blanco.
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A view from behind the Federal works as we

broke the The fight soon became a bloody stalemate as both sides were pinned behind

Federals’ forward position and swarmed toward their main opposite sides of the breastworks, neither quite able to drive the other side away.
lines.

Casualties were high, and kept getting higher as disorganized clusters

of Rebs kept pushing at the Federal works. Here the Captain holds the
battalion colors, just before going down sorely wounded in no-man’s-

land.
breakfast/dinner. Sureenough, just assomeof
thefellowsgor their bacontosizzling, wewere
calledback toarmstomoveout for theFranklin
fight.

Thebrigadeformed upand movedbytthe
right flank for nearly amile, before emerging
intotheend of alargeopenfield, at thefar end
of whichwasthetown of Franklin, surrounded
by asubstantial network of trenches, bristling
withthedark uniformsof the Y ankeeswehad
been pursuing, and theglint of their burnished
riflebarrels. General Granbury’ sTexashrigade
(us) formedontheleft wing of thebrigade, with

the 17th & 18th Texas (TMVI) as the right
flank, formed directly on the ColumbiaPike.
General Govan's Arkansas Brigade (John
Beck’s Trans-Mississippi  Brigade)
immediately onour right. TheCapitol Guards
served as the color company, on the right
center of the battalion line.

To make our column as strong and
invincibleaspossible, aswell asto reduce our
exposureto thefire of the enemy, the brigade
formed up in close column, doubled on the
center... themailedfist of Napoleon'sGrande
Armee. In the closed coumn, the Capitol

4

other survivors to rejoin the company after the
Franklin fight.

Guards now formed the right wing of the
battalion’ sfront, with the Texas company on
our left, and the 3rd & 12th L ouisianastacked
behind us. Behind the left wing, the 19th
Louisiana & 9th Arkansas backed up the
Texans.

Astherest of theDivisionfiled out of the
passandtook their placeinlineof battle, itwas
probably the most stirring moment of the
event. Looking down the valley at the task
before us, it was a daunting prospect to go up
against those works, and the barricades and
abatis erected in front of them. The generals
could sense the same thing, and had all the
availablebandsandfieldmusicjoinbehindthe
ling, fueling our fighting spirit with stirring,
patriotic music such as Dixie and The Bonnie
BlueFlag. Men quietly spoketo oneanother,

ContinuedonPage5...
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Franklin (Continued from Page 4)

nly
these veterans were left to hold the line at Nashville on Sunday:
LtoR, W.J. Monagle, David Sesser, Tom Ezell, Ken Nations,
Matt Bond, Bryce Blanco, Corey Shumate, Jake Osburn,
Chris Stewart, and Mohawk, our otherwise unidentified color
bearer from Louisiana. Not shown, Steve Shore and Bob

Atimeless activit.y inthe Army... as we await the Federal attack
behind the Rebel works surrounding Nashville. Corey Shumate
refreshes himself as Matt and Bryce look on.

Black, who were taking pictures.

await their next attempt.

quietly sayingtheir farewells, or moreopenly
promising to seeeach other in Nashville, once
wehad driventhe Federal scowering befor eus.
Thefieldofficersdismountedfromtheir horses,
handing them over to orderlies to lead to the
rear, and took their places along the line. A
quiet moment was called for as Genera
Granbury ledusinabrief prayer and askedfor
God' s blessing and strength in the work that
lay ahead of us.

Out front of the division, an outsized
company struggled mightily to deploy
skirmishers, finally stationing asingleline of
troopsafewpacesapart that lingered 30 to 40
yardsin front of the division’s line of battle,
merrily blazing away at theyankeesinthefar
distance.

Finally, once the Division was in place
and General Cheatham (1CD’sMike Moore)
had checked the line, the order was given,
“Forward, guide center, MARCH!” The
Division line rolled forward, with the colors
forward and the bands still playing. The

Powder smoke hangs like fog as we retake our
forward lines from the Yankees' first atack, and

to everything, and one of the
memorable sights was the

swarm of butterflies and Shortly afterward, we were called to advance at the double-
grasshoppersthat svarmed Up quick and recapture our forward works from the Federals...
from the low scrub grass and here we have briefly driven them back, but they are coming
cutover corninthefield. again.

Shortly before coming J
withinrifleshot of theforward
Federal works, we deployed
fromclosecolumnintothefull
line of battle, and overran the
skirmishers, who were still
fumbling around pot-shotting
at the Yankees. Closinginon
the forward lines, we lowered ¥ 5 & & | TG
our weapons to “charge ' "y |= e
bayonet” and went after them ”l I " l‘ f j Y ;
with avengeance— Swarmed Chris Stewart, Dave Sesser, and Matt Bond on the firing line
by theoncoming Confederates, in the Nashville works.
theyankeestook to their heels
andfledtowardtheirmainline.
Swinging his sword, Genera
Cleburneshouted, “ Afterthem,
men! Let’sgointotheir works
withthem!” aswevaulted over
their trench.

Shifting to the double- &8
quick, and then the run, we g€
chasedthembackintothemain
line, only to be brought up
shortaswereachedtheabatis... i
cutdowntreesplacedbranches Chris Stewart, Jake Osburn, Matt Bond, and Corey Shumate
outward asameanstoblock or in the Nashville trenches, awaiting the Yankees’ next assault.
delay us. Hackingthroughthis,
we continued our charge, only front of our line, raised hissword, |ooked over hisshoul der at
tobebrought upshortagainby us, and shouted, Forward, men! Letit never besaidthat Texans
a thunderous volley from the laginafight!” Assoonasheturnedtokeep movingforward,
Federal mainline. there was a splash of red mist, and the General dropped like

Genera Granbury,leading a stone — shot through the face and dead before he hit the
us forward in the interval in ground. As his staff stoped to try and help him, we kept

ContinuedonPageé...
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Fr an k I | n (Continued from Page 5)

moving forward, leaning as though into a
hailstorm, breaking their main line and
overrunningthem, only tobepulled back again
totakeupaspot behind theFederal breastworks.

At this point, the scenario began to take
adifferent turn and the bubble of our “magic
moment” popped. As we took up position
behindtheworks, Geneal Beck’ stroopstoour
immediateright rushedintotheopen spaceand
infront of us, maskingour fire. Our battalion’s
right wing had to ceasefiretoavoidfiringinto
these fools' backs, and the planned hand-to-
hand scenario betweentheRed River Battalion
and the Army of the Pacific could not occur.

Our battalion slowly pulled back to the
next availablecover, tryingtoavoidfiringinto
the backs of Beck’ s people. Our color bearer
was shot down, then another was shot down
in front of us, and Ken Nations took them up
andpassedthemtotheCaptainbeforeresuming
asteady fire against the yankees on the other
sideof theworks. The Captain heldthemand
kept them aloft for a few minutes, then was
himself knocked downwithagrievouswound.
That’ sthelast heremembersfor alittlebit, as
he got thumped pretty good on the noggin in
the process. Regaining his senses after afew
seconds, the battalion had retreated farther,
and he crawled into anearby thicket to avoid
thehail of fireand to prevent getting trampled
as a number of subsequent charges and
countercharges surged back and forth.

After sometime, thefiring died down as
bothsidesretreatedtolick their wounds, count
noses, and replenishtheir cartridgeboxes. As
wounded or dead, we remained on the field
awaiting medical atention, whichwasslow in
coming, if atall. Afteralittlemorethananhour,
| figuredthat | had probably bled to death, and
weslowly started trickling off thefield. | took
ashort stroll along Sutler Row in search of the
healing elixor of root beer, and after acoupl eof
doses, washealthy enoughagaintogoinsearch
of the rest of the Company.

Most of ushad returnedto our campfrom
before the battle, however the rest of the
campaignbattalion had moved again, over into
the next holler. We decided to stay put, and
since the last meal had been at the roadside
tavern way back in Jackson the day before,
most set about trying to convert the issued
rationsinto something edible. The bacon was
surprisingly good, and when mixed with the
potato and onionissuedtoeach person, it made
avery decent hash.

Thefolks"killedinaction” intheFranklin
scenario had returned to the base camp to sit
out theevening, and after theBeck fiascointhe
afternoon battle, very few on either side
volunteeredtotake part inthescheduled night
fight. Several decided to make the long trek
back over thehillsto attend the camp dancein
the sutler area, others sacked out, resting up
fromalong day’ s activities.

Saturday night turned outtobedownright
chilly for those of usused to therecent Indian
summer weather, and the chill was only
enhanced by aheavy dew that fell around 2:00
am. Reveille was uneventful, with most
sleeping in until daylight. There wer eno
scheduled activities until the noon muster for
the next battle scenario, soit wasapretty laid
back affair. Stokingthefire, wesowly thawed
out, and worked at drying our blankets and
ground cloths. Breakfast was bacon, toasted
on ramrods or sticks, and wasjust as good as
supper had been.

Shortly after, George Davis, one of our
“dead,” showed up with a team and wagon,
needingthekey togetintothe Captain’ swagon
back in the ordnance park. We slung our
knapsacksand took up George' soffer of alift
back to the ordnance park, where we stacked
our knapsacksand thenrejoined therest of the
battalion at the base camp.

Theremainder of the morning was spent
getting someordnanceissuesfixed... replacing
the front sight on the new loaner Enfield,
caused by apoorly ground bayonet socket, and
replacingtheramrod onanM 1842 smoothbore.
Wevisitedanumber of thevendorsand checked
their wares, adding afew thingshereandthere.

The Battalion reformed at noon, and
marched over to the campaigner camp about a
mileaway. CasualtiesfromFranklinhad been
high, and our company had shrunk to only 11
riflesfor thesiegeof Nashville... again, pretty
much in line with what had happened to the
Capitol Guardsin1864. Inthelinetoday were
Tom Ezéell. Steve Shore, Ken Nations, David
Sesser, Bob Black, BryceBlanco, Matt Bond,
Jake Osburn, Corey Shumate, Chris Stewart,
and W.J. Monagle.

Once the Brigade was re-united, the
campaigner batalionsstackedtheir knapsacks,
andweset off onanother marchfor alittlemore
than amileto the field west of the sutler area
designated asthe“Nashville” battlefield. The
Texas Brigade was in the front of the line of
march, aswewound throughthe area, passing
asmall civilianfarmstead, andfinally climbing
up through a narrow defile into the north end
of thebattlefield. Here, weturned off into the
edge of the field, stacked arms, and put the
troops at rest while waiting on the rest of the
divisiontotakethefield. Addingtothespectacle
of seeing the full division flow battalion by
battalion, brigadeby brigadeintothefieldwas
the sight of a fully-mounted artillery battery
and their caissons come storming up the trail
at full gallop, thenwheelinginto positionwith
thereserve artillery.

TheConfederateshada3:1advantageon
theY ankeesfor theentireweekend, and at | east
for the Nashville scenario the Johnnies had to
berotatedinand out of thelineagainst repeated
Federal attacks. WewereintheConfederates
secondlineof defense, andeventually deployed

in column of companies near the spectator
fence on the back side of thelow ridge which
made up the Confederate siegelines.

The battle started off on time, and we
continued to wait for 30 to 45 minutes while
thefirst shift of the Confederate army took its
trigger timein thetrenches.

Suddenly, the Confederateforwardlines
broke, and we were called into action to plug
the hole. Stepping off, moving forward into
line,. then by right of companiestothefrontin
order to pass through the artillery and re-
forming our line, we shifted to the double-
quick and thetherun asthe Federalsswarmed
over ourtrenchesandtheforward unitsstreamed
to the rear. We slammed forward into the
Federals and drove them out of the trenches,
then beat off a quick counter charge as they
tried to regain our works. Driven back, the
yankeesregrouped under the cover of aforest
some 200 yards to our front, and then came
again... and again. While we were under this
pressure to our front, Federal cavalry turned
our flank to theleft, and began to slowly peel
back the Confederateline, rolling usup much
like an old carpet.

Flanked out of our works, westarted back
fortherear, keeping apepperingfireup against
theyankeespursuingus, only tofind ourselves
completely cut off by a brigade of Union
cavalry. What would become known as
“Blanco’s Last Stand” occurred there as we
struggledtobreak out, but weremercilessly cut
down, losing most of thecompany here. Close
behind came the Federal infantry, sweeping
overthehill topand pushingforwardtoengage
thelast Confederatebrigade hidden at thefoot
of thehill, breakingthemand drivingthemfrom
thefield.

In what was now the rear, the medical
staffsattempted to render what aid they could
tosomeof thewounded. Wefoundthat at | east
amongtheFederal surgeons, rank hadprivileges
—the Captain got his wound bandaged and a
few kind words of encouragement, while the
poor privateswereleft to suffer and bleed out.

As the sounds of battle faded in the
distance, the shattered remnants of our
battalion began the long walk back to safety
and home, our hopes of retaking Tennesseefor
theSouthshattered, leavingonly brokendreams
and lost companions...

FOLLOWING THE END OF THE Nash-
ville scenario, we did indeed join the long
march back home, straggling along with fel-
low Rebels and enchanted spectators, till in
awe of what they had seen on the field over
the past weekend. Healing our wounds with
root beer, we checked in onelast time at Bat-
talion headquarters to say our farewells and
pick up loaned gear, then headed back to the
wagon park to changeinto our traveling duds.

ContinuedonPage?7...
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Franklin (Continued from Page 6)

Whilemost had to march immediately to make
it back for Monday morning work call, Tom,
Bob, Steve, Matt, and Dave remained on the
field overnight to do alittle power touring on
the way home.

Once the traffic thinned out, we headed
back north up the Piketovisit someplaceswe
had missed in Franklin, and sepnt some time
back at the Carter House and Gin site, aswell
as touring Carnton Mansion. Carnton was a
great tour, and an odd feelingin seeing the set-
up of the house, the bloodstains on thefloors,
andthemany Civil War artifactshoused there.

Onceweleft Carntonandthe Confederate
cemetery, we headed downtown to find a
convivial establishment for ahot supper, and
then returned to the reenactment site to stay
overnight. Weweren’ttheonly oneswiththat
idea, as there were still a number of units
camped out, plus all the sutlers over atop the
hill. Sunday night featuredthesameheavy dew
and chill asthepreviousnight, andwewereup
before dawn to continue our trek.

Heading southintheearly dawn, wewent
through SamWatkins hometown of Columbia,
then headed west for Savannah, Crump’s
Landing, and Shiloh. For most of us, thiswas
our first timeat Shiloh battl efield, and wetook
inthesightsat the Visitors Center, and set of f
around the park, particularly in search of the
areas where the 6th Arkansas was engaged.
Some of the memorable sites were the
Confederateburial trenches, andespecially the
newly reconstructed Shiloh Church and its
adjacent cemetery, and Fraley Field, wherethe
6th launched its attack. This is definitely a
placewhereyou can spend aL OT of timeand
still not seeit al!!

Leaving Shiloh, we went on to Corinth,
Mississippi, the site of next year's Division
event. Herewesaw thenew Corinth Civil War
Interpretive Center and Battery Robinett, as
well astherailroad station and the site of the
old Tishomingo Hotel, high water mark of the
Confederate attack. Anadditional treat wasa
visit to the shops and retail store of C&D
Jarnagin, just around the corner from the old
rail station.

After foraging for lunch and feeding the
horses, we set out for Memphis and home,
having had apretty good experienceoverinthe
wildsof Tennessee. Andwestill madeithome
beforedark...

Pilot Knob (Continued from Page 2)
was cdled to attention, and we loaded our
pieces and made ready.

The Confederate infantry appeared
shortly afterward, and came after us. The
Federal battalionopenedfire, and proceededto
shred the Rebel lineswith crisp company and
battalion volleys. The Rebs appeared alittle
stunned to meet such resistance, and in return
only opened apepperingreturnfire, punctuated
by only afew ragged company volleys.

Still, the pressure of the Confederates,
strengthened by their cavalry pressing our
right flank, slowly pushed us back, and under
repeated Confederate charges we grudgingly
gaveground and were pushed back towardthe
fort. Wefinally held thelineand repulsed the
lastfeebleRebel effortintheouter worksof the
fort, when they withdrew into the woods to
ourfront... leavingustoresupply and consider
our position, potentially cut off fromour lines
of supply.

The Capitol Guards, once relieved from
the forward lines, repaired to our little camp
and cleaned weapons and resupplied
ammunition in anticipation of another fight.

Near 5 p.m., we rallied everyone to the
wagons, and wereinvited to the home of Ken
Nations parents for the Saturday evening
meal. Lord, what aspread!! We had grilled
pork steaks and bratwurst, nearly a dozen
differentfixin’s, and nearly half adozenkinds
of pieand cobbler for dessert. Hisfamily was
graciousinallowing ustovisit and enjoy their
wonderful hospitality! We all ate until we
were stuffed, and shortly after dark, headed
back for camp and the dance.

Onekey thing about the Pilot Knob event
isthat thisisabig deal for the entire Arcadia
Valley area. In addition to the battle
reenactment, there were historical and other
presentationsthroughout theday at astage set
up infront of the Park’ svisitors center, Just
beyond Sutler's Row and the civilian camp,
there was a sizable food vendor’ s mall and a
craftsfair. Onthe other side of the park, two
competinggroups, theElksandtheVVFW, each
set up band stands and beer gardens, and
rocked on into the night. And as we were
campedalongtheedgeof theFedera area, there
was a steady stream of local females and
hoochiemamasstreaming by frommid-morning
into the night. In fact, while we were at
battalion drill | noticed one lady’s Labrador
taking this “dog tent” business a little too
seriously and checking out our shelter halves
whilewewereaway. Fortunately, thecurious
hound stuck hisnose up to my haversack and
wasimmediately repelled.

So Saturday evening was interesting...
withthestring band fromthecamp dancedown
by thevisitors center competing with therock

bandsontheother sideof camp, and aconstant
streamof Missouriansupanddownthestreets.
Ken, Corey, and Steve headed out for the
dance, while W.J. and | stayed in camp and
kept an eye out for wandering Labradors.

Thing quietened down around midnight,
and we slept soundly until the next morning.
Reveillewasaninformal affair,andweworked
to get the fire poked up again for coffee. For
firewood, the event staff supplied 12 to 14-
inchdiameter dlicesof treetrunks, eac about 12
to24incheslong. Kindlingwasmostly strips
of bark whacked of the side of these, so fire
maintentancewasabit of aproblemintheearly
dawn.

Oncethecoffeewasboiled and consumed,
wewent sight-seeing around thearea, visiting
the Iron County court house, the Catholic
cloister where U.S. Grant was promoted to
brigadier general, andthesitesof theother forts
and campsinthelrontonarea. Wewrappedup
with atour of one of the biggest gun storesin
thearea, and camescuttling back into campjust
in time for Sunday morning inspection and
drill. Oncethiswasover, wehad abit of spare
time to make alast round of the sutlers, take
downthedogtents, and re-pack our knapsacks
so asto beready for a prompt departure once
ENDEX was announced.

Thebattalionre-formedat 1:00p.m., and
after a short drill we moved into the fort and
took up positions. Shortly afterwards our
friendstheConfederatesreappeared, making a
frontal assualt on the fort with infantry and
mounted cavalry. This was even more of a
turkey shoot than the day before, aswe were
well-protected by thefort’ searthenwalls, and
withonerank onthefiringlineandtherear rank
andfileclosersrel oading musketsand passing
themforward, wemadeitreally hot for Johnny
Reb. Few of them were ableto scamper back
into thewoodsfrom whencethey came, while
theFedsinthefortwereby andlargeunscathed.
Driving them away threetimeswithlittleloss
to ourselves, wetaunted them, and waved Old
Glory gleefully from the ramparts of thefort.
“Y’all come on back, Johnny, if you want to
try some of thisagain!”

Victorious again (unlike the Y ankees of
1864), we formed up and marched out of the
fort, past the spectators, and dismissed the
battalion for the weekend.

Thiswas adecidedly mainstream event,
set in the midst of a county fair, but it was as
our scouts reported in’ 01, avastly great deal
of fun,and 1’ dnot hesitatetogoback again. We
may not have to wiat so long, as the Park is
working to hold the next event in ‘06 so asto
get off the same weekend and schedule asthe
competing event at Cabin Creek, Oklahoma.
That’ Il work for me...
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Old Washington to
hold Civil War Days on
November 6-7

Intheir typically informative manner, the park
staff at Old Washington Historic State Park
have announced their annual “ Civil War Week-
end” for thefirst weekend in November. This
isnot aTMV| Battalion event, and not amax
effort event for the 6th Arkansas, however
severa of uswill be going down on our own
to scope things out. Most likely we'll go as
Federals, smply becausethat’sonething just
about any event in Arkansas needs most.  If
interested, give Tom a call or an e-mail, and
we'll get aplan going.

Civil War Day for Schools

Friday, November 5, 2004:

10 am - 2 pm

Students join reenactors and park staff as
they learn about the military and civilian is-
sues of the War Between the States. Visit the
1836 Hempstead County Courthouse, which
served as the Confederate Capitol of Arkan-
sas from 1863 to 1865. Students may learn a
nineteenth century dance, drill with an infan-
try sergeant, see a cannon firing demonstra-
tion, and participate in many other activities.
Teachers, call for reservations. Pre-visit ori-
entation supplied to teachers. Admission:
$5.50 per student.

Civil War Weekend
Saturday and Sunday, November 6-7,
2004: 9 am -5 pm
Step back in time this weekend: Cavalry, in-
fantry and artillery converge on historic Wash-
ington when reenactors meet to relive daily
camp life, conflicts and challenges of the Civil
War in Arkansas. Camp tours and demonstra-
tions are open free to the public. Historic home
tours are available at regular price. Admis-
sion: FREE; Parking: FREE Contact; (870) 983-
2684 or e-mail: oldwashington@
arkansas.com

Reenactorscall (870) 983-28600r e-mail
billy.nations@arkansas.gov for registration
information.

Directions: FromInterstate 30, takeexit#
30 at Hope, Arkansas. Take US HWY 278
northwest for 8 miles.

UP WISCONSIN! 2004:
Feel like another Franklin
event?

The MOOCOWS (Middletennessee Occa-
sionally Organized Company Of
Westernfederal Soldiers) are hosting aliving
history/preservation march on November
26th-28th in Franklin, Tennessee. Our pres-
ervation effortsfor thisevent will go either to
Save The Franklin Battlefield or the Carter
House.

SCENARIO

WEe'll be portraying the 24th Wisconsin In-
fantry. The 24th was led by Major Arthur
MacArthur who won the CMH at age 18 for
carrying the colorsup Missionary Ridge. Part
of Opdycke'sBrigade, Wagner’sDivision, the
24th served intherear guard from Spring Hill
to Franklin, with each of Opdycke’sregiments
in turn forming aline for the other regiments
to fall back through. Flanked off Winstead
Hill by the Confederate advance, Wagner
placed hisdivisionin an exposed position aong
the ColumbiaPike which Opdyckerefused to
occupy. He felt his brigade had done more
than their shareduring theretreat and marched
tojust past the Carter House to rest and cook.
Had things turned out differently he might
have been considered insubordinate, but as
thingsturned out, he wasin theright place at
the right time. The men were startled from
their coffee when the federal center suddenly
collapsed. Opdycke ordered the men up and
crashed headlong into the charging Confeder-
ates, stopping them cold. Macarthur shouted
“UP WISCONSIN!" and led the 24th in a
counterattack through the Carter Houseyard,
where hewas severally wounded. Senior Cap-
tain Philbrook took command only to bekilled
shortly thereafter and Captain Parsonsled the
regiment off the field. The 24th only had a
little over a hundred men, but still had a ten
company structure and we will have small
10-12 man companies to represent this.

LOCATIONAND SCHEDULE
We Il park Friday night at Fort Granger and
be shuttled to our Friday night camping spot.
Saturday morning we'll replicate some of the
rear guard effort and should arrive at the Carter
House 2:30 Saturday afternoon just one day
shy of the 139th anniversary. That night we'll
camp where the fortunes of war find us. You
won't haveto walk back to your cars Sunday,
we'll shuttle.

Thiseventwill goliveFriday eveningand
wrap up early Sunday morning.

REGISTRATION
Registration will be a suggested donation of
$10 to our selected preservation group, this
feeincludesrationsand aticket for araffle of
acopy of The 24th Wisconsin Infantry In The
Civil War, Biography Of A Regiment. We'll
also attempt to raise funds through sponsor-
ship, raffles, etc. If you can't afford $10 come
anyway, it's as much about honoring these
gentlemen as about preservation. Payment
and registration will be onsite but please call
or email to let me know you' re coming. One
differencethisyear will bea choice of group
- please specify a preference for the regular
march or adightly more extreme version.
For more information or to sign up,
contact John Duffer at jduff @gspnet.com.

Prairie Grove '04 is
next Max Effort Event

TheArkansas Department of Parksand Tour-
ism and the Prairie Grove Battlefield State
Park will sponsor a reenactment of the piv-
otal Battle of Prairie Grove on December 4th
and 5th, 2004. The event will be held at Prai-
rie Grove Battlefield State Park, on the east
side of the town of Prairie Grove, about 12
miles west of Fayetteville on Highway 62
Please mark your calendarsfor Friday, Dec. 3
through Sunday, Dec. 5. Thisisthe last battle
reenactment for thisyear, solet’smakeamaxi-
mum effort to attend in force.

For more information on the Battle of
Prairie Grove, the best single reference is
Michael Banasik’s Embattled Arkansas: The
PrairieGroveCampaignof 1862, published by
Broadfootin1996. Additionally, thismonth’'s
edition of Blue& Gray magazineisdedicated
to the Prairie Grove battle, to include an
illustrated tour guide to the park and related
areason thebattlefield. A shorter synopsisis
at the Civil War RoundTable of Arkansas's
web site, at http://www.civilwarbuff.org/
prairie_grove.html.

The Park welcomesall invited unitsand
their membersto thisyear’ sevent. Individual
registration startsat Noon, Friday, December
3, andgoesthroughmidnight at theL attaBarn.
Latearrivalscan register Saturday morning at
theLattaBarn between 7 and 8 am. Everyone
who wantsto participate must register. Straw
will be issued at 1/3 of a bale per person.
Firewood will be conveniently located near
each camp. Pleasetakejust what you need and
do not hoard it. Water will also be readily
available. Everyone will provide their own
food for man and beast aswell asgunpowder.

Uniforms and accoutrements must be
authenticinstyleand material. Weaponsshould
be accurate with infantry carrying military-

ContinuedonPage9...
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issue black powder rifles or muskets; cavalry
armedwithcarbines, shotguns, and/or revolvers.

Artillery will be original or full-scale
reproductionsonly. Swordsand saberswill be
carried by officers, NCOs, and mounted cavalry
only. All camps will remain authentic
throughout theevent, including after dark. No
radios, telephones, televisions, tape or CD
playerswill be allowed in camp.

Everyone will completely hide any
modern itemsfrom the view of the public and
their fellow campers. Thus, all vehiclesshould
beunpackedand parkedinthereenactor parking
areanolater than8a.m. Saturday morning. No
vehiclesareallowedinthecampsuntil after the
battledemonstration Sunday afternoonwithout
permission from the park staff. Anyone not
complying with these rules will be asked to
leave and not invited back.

SAFETY

Officers are responsible for inspecting all
weapons and cartridges before each battle
demonstration. Any material with the chance
of becoming aprojectilewill not be used. Any
weapon or cartridge not passing inspection
will not be allowed onthefield. Bayonetsand
ramrods may be carried, but not drawn during
the battle demonstrations. Safe distances be-
tween thelinesof firewill bemaintained at all
times, with a minimum of 100 yards from
artillery and 50 yards from small arms. Artil-
lery pieces may fire only once every three
minutes and charges should not contain flour
or other foreign material. Horses will be rid-
den safely, especially when riding near the
public. If any problems arise, contact Park
Historian Don Montgomery or Park Superin-
tendent Ed Smith, who will be on duty through-
out the event.

PRAIRIE GROVE TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF
EVENTS:
Saturday, December 4, 2004

8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. — Officers meeting
in the Latta Barn

9a.m. untilNoon— Civil War camps open
to the public

9a.m.until 11 a.m. Printand book signings
inHindman Hall

1 p.m. Battle demonstration near the
Borden House

2 p.m. until 5 p.m. Civil War camps open
to the public

2:30 p.m. until 5 p.m. Print and book
signings in Hindman Hall

5:30 p.m. until the cows come home...
Social at the Latta Barn.

Sunday, December 5, 2004

9 a.m. until 9:30 a.m. Officers’ meeting in
the Latta Barn

9 a.m. until Noon Civil War camps open to
the public

9 a.m. until 11 a.m. Book signings in
Hindman Hall 10 a.m. Church service in the log

church
1 p.m. Battle demonstration near the
Borden House

Both Days

8a.m. until5p.m. Hindman Hall opento the
public and participants with exhibits,
audiovisual programs, diorama, gift shop, and
bookstore.

All Day Sutlers’ Row open along the
historic stone wall. Prairie Grove Band
Boosters’ and Prairie Grove Masonic Lodge
concession stands will be open.

Halloween Through
The Centuries

Since it is October, it seemed like an appro-
priate time to write about Halloween. This
holiday has been celebrated in one form or
another for centuries and was, during most of
it'shistory, areligiousholiday. By thetime of
the Civil War, it had started to evolve from
strictly areligious holiday to a party holiday,
but its celebration was not widespread
throughout the country. There is little men-
tion of its celebration until the 1870s.

Halloween hasbeen celebrated sincethe
5th B. C. century. It was originally a holiday
instituted by the Irish Celts and was called
“Samhain” (sow-en). October 31 was
considered the end of the summer, and the
Celtsbelievedif thisday werecel ebrated, they
would have a prosperous next year.

They aso thought on this last day of
summer, all thepeoplewhohaddiedinthepast
year,wouldgather andfindapersonoranima’s
body to inhabit for the next twelve months.
After a year, the soul would pass to the
afterlife. The Celts believed that if they
extinguished the firesand lightsin the house,
that the spirits would look elsewhere for a
home, and to frighten away the souls, the
family would dress as demons, hobgoblins,
and witches, and mademuch noiseaspossible
asthey metwiththeother villagersat abonfire
outside the town. Occasionaly, if a person
wasconsidered already possessed, that person
was sacrificed in thefire.

In 43 AD, the Romans conquered the
Celts, and adopted the Celtic celebration of
Halloween, although they abolished human
sacrifice in 61 AD. As a substitute for the
human sacrifice, they borrowed from the
Egyptian custom of effigiesand burned those.
They called their celebration “Feralid’ and
celebrated it on February 21, which was the
end of theRomanyear. Thefestival wasmeant
to honor the dead and atime to offer prayers
for them.

In the early church, afeast day to honor
all known and unknown sai ntswasintroduced
by Pope Boniface IV. He did thisin order to
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haveafeast day that took theplaceof theearlier
pagan festivals and was cel ebrated about the
same time. In 731 AD, Pope Gregory IlI
moved the celebration from May 13 to
November 1andcdledit All Saint’ sDay. Since
saints were honored or hallowed, the day
beforewascalled All Halow’ sEve. Tocelebrate
All Saint’sDay, theyoung men of thevillage
would dress up as asaint and they went from
door to door begging for food for the poor. In
998 AD, St. Odilo, an abbot from France
instituted the celebration of All Souls on
November 2, whichwasaday of prayer forthe
all soulsinPurgatory and thepracticeof going
door to door begging for the poor, was called
“dsouling.”

TheFrench, inthe14thand 15th centuries
started dressing upin celebrationof All Soul’s
Day. During the Black Death, murals were
drawn on cemetery walls, of the “Dance of
Death” or the “Dance Macabre,” which
depicted the devil leading a daisy chain of
peopleintoatomb. Thisdancewassometimes
presentedasalivingtableauonAll Soul’ sDay.

On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther
began hisProtestant Reformation movement.
Due to the Reformation and the influence of
Martin L uther in Germany and John Calvinin
Switzerland, the celebration to honor saints
wasabandoned by Protestants. I f therewasno
All Saint’s Day, there was no All Hallow’s
Eve, and thus no Halloween.

InEngland, on November 5 Guy Fawkes
Day wascelebrated. Intheearly 17th century,
there was enmity between Catholics and
Protestants in England, and some fanatical
Catholic leaders plotted to blow up the
Protestant Parliament and King Jamesin 1605.
They wereto beassisted by Guy Fawkes, who
guarded the gunpowder. The plan was
discovered at thel ast minute, and Fawkeswas
arrested and hanged.

In1606, Parliament declared November 5
aday of national celebrationanditwasananti-
Catholic celebration. Revelers would mask
themselvesand visit Catholic householdsand
demand cakesand beer or themenwoulddress
in costume and beg lumps of coal in order to
burn effigiesof Guy Fawkes, orinsomecases,
effigies of the Pope.

In the United States, both All Saint's
Day, and Guy Fawkes Day, were brought by
immigrantsand customsfromvariouscountries
intermingled and becamewhat weknow today
at Halloween. Guy FawkesDay (intheUnited
States it became Powder Plot Day or Pope’s
Day) was brought to Americaby the Puritans
; All Saint’s Day was kept by Anglicans and
in the colonies that were populated by
Catholics. Guy Fawkes Day eventually
combined with the All Saint's and Hallow
Eve' scustomsof the Anglicansand Catholics
and thus the American holiday was born.

ContinuedonPage 12...
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oy *“" Captain’s
" Tent

" by Tom Ezell

“You may talk about your hardcores
Who say they're better'n me,,

but that dumb-assed Beck of Kansas
sure played hell in Tennessee.”

WEell, the most-anticipated event of 2004 now
liesin our past, and whileit wasn’t quitewhat
we anticipated, nearly all the Company mem-
bers I've spoken to since then remember it
positively. While 140th Franklin wasn't ex-
actly al that it was advertised to be, it does
represent a significant change in philosophy
by the senior leadership of the North/South
Alliance, to move both divisions as a whole
toward amore authentic effort and experience
at our national events.

Firstof al, I'dliketo expressmy sincere
appreciation for all the fellowswho came out
to support us at Franklin, and | hope that we
made the event worth your time and effort.
There were some disappointments here and
there, andtheevent asit unfolded wasn’t quite
what it was advertised to be at times, but what
made it special for me was the way that
everybody in the Company, to include our
friendsfromthe 1st Arkansaswhofell inwith
us, worked sowell together andtook everything
asitcame. Youguyslookedlike, andactedlike
champions out there, and | am very proud to
have served with each of you. From drill, to
discipling, to fieldcraft, you guys did an
outstanding job!!

Scanningthroughtheevent reportsonthe
various web sites, most everybody on both
sidesof theAlliancewereoutraged at General
Beck’s taking his brigade straight down the
middleand busting up the scripted scenarioin
Saturday afternoon’ sreenactment of Franklin.
One of the battalions in Beck’s Trans-
Mississippi Brigade may be resigning and
going independent, and the Alliance staff is
saddled with determining what to do with a
roguegeneral.

The solution for now may be simple,
sincetheTMB isnextonthelst CSDivision's
duty roster for gal vanizing, wecansimply give
Beck to the Y ankees next year at Corinth and
he can betheir problem.

| wasagood hit disappointed in missing
out onthecampaigneffortson Friday nightand
Saturday morning, but it wasstill an excellent
learning experienceon my partinthat we may
need to take amore measured pacein getting
everybody tothesesortsof events. We'restill

about half and half on the campaign issue,
wherehdf of ourmembershiplikescampaigning,
half till likesthe old way of heavy camping,
and half still aren’t sure. (Yes, | know that’s
three halvestryingto makeawhole. Afterall,
it's reenactor math.) I’'m not sure what next
year' sevent at Corinthwill offerintheway of
gettingthewhol eBrigadeout campai gning, but
we' [l deal with it when the time comes.

A few small disappointmentsaside, | had
agood time at Franklin. While a lot of the
marching around seemed pointlessat thetime,
the distances weren't all that far, andn they
keptit at avery easy pace. My feet hurt pretty
badly by the end of Saturday afternoon, but
that was more a problem with worn-out shoes
rather than any physical exertion, and | found
a new pair of shoes Sunday morning from
Cedar Creek, which helped the footsoreness
immensely.

Franklin 140 was a good learning
experiencefortheDivision,aswell. Inaddition
toMr. Beck’ sadventures, there’ sasignificant
shake-up coming in the Division staff, where
membershiphaslongbeenallocatedmoreaong
thelinesof being arock star groupie than any
military or administrative merit. Currently
they’re looking for a couple of bushy-tailed
lieutenants to take over much of the admin
work around the headquarters. A copy of the
noticehasbeensentaroundviae-mail; if you're
interested in signing up for the general staff,
please let me know and we'll get you on the
way to at least an interview.

General Moore promises things will be
differentfor Corinthin2005. TheAlliancewill
be running its own registration process; there
will probably be some sort of limit on
Confederateregistrations(e.g., 1st CD member
units only); and sutlers will be only on a“by
invitation” basisto weed out thejunk vendors
andemphasizethoseofferingquality, authentic
goods. Having gone through the Corinth
community on the way home from Franklin,
and re-read my copy of Peter Cozzens' The
Darkest Daysof theWar, thislookslikeit will
be an even better event than Franklin, with a
much greater history-to-hyperatiothanwe' ve
just seen. 1I'm looking forward to it!

BATTALION ELECTIONSCOMING UP
The TMVI Battalion will be holding itsbien-
nial electionsfor the battalion commander and
staff on Saturday afternoon at Prairie Grove.
All the seats are wide open, so here’s your
chance to either excel, or put your buddy on
the hot seat. The Battalion staff recently
polled the company commanders asking for
nominations for each office, and we need to
submit these by November 15.

One of the things that | like about the
TMVI isthat we at least try once every two
yearsto givethe privatesin the ranks avoice
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in who runsthe thing. Whereas the rules way
down below say that the company captains
make nominations for the staff officers, in
reality that choice belongsto you, the musket
-toter. | do not plan to put forth a specific
nomination on my own, unless you fellows
have aparticular choice or recommendation.

The elected officesinthe TMVI are:

« Colonel/battalion commander
— (currently Toren Blanco, 6th
Arkansas)

« Lieutenant colonel — (currently
Ricky Hunt, of the 19th Texas)

*Magjor— (currently Rick Schell,
12th Texas)

« Sergeant-Major (currently
Preston Ware of the old 3rd
Arkansas)

If you haveaparticular candidateinmind
for any office, please send me a note to that
effect by Sunday, October 31, with a copy to
First Sgt. Shore. We will post the company
nominationsfor everyonetoreview and agree
on, then onceweagreeasacompany, Steve&
I will send that slate to battalion as our
nomination. If you like the slate of battalion
officerstheway it is, please send usanoteto
that effect, too... If these guys want to be re-
elected, they till need to be re-nominated via
this sort of process ;-)

Y ouwill haveyet another chancetovote
for eachofficeat theelectionsinPrairieGrove.
Theway theactual electionworks, isthat each
individual soldier castshisown ballot— I can
onlyvoteformyself, | can’tturninforexample,
24 votesfor Candidate X on behalf of the 6th
Arkansas. Essentially, this also means that
you'll need to be at Prairie Grove to vote.

Company elections will be held at our
annual business meeting for 2005, tentatively
scheduled for January 8, 2005, right after the
David O. Dodd memorial.

Again, think thingsover, andlet meknow
how you feel by next Sunday.

CHRISTMASTIME’'SA’ COMING...
At this point there are two proposals out on
thetable for thisyear’s Christmas Party. The
folksin the 37th have proposed a get-together
at a local restaurant (Ozark Mountain
Smokehouse on Cantrell Road has been spe-
cifically mentioned) where we might gather
and fellowship in theform of amilitary “din-
ing out” (Military mess/formal dinner, with
the ladiesinvited). Or, that we simply gather
at alocal steakhouse or other hospitable es-
tablishment to recognize afew folksand wrap
up what's been a very good year for both
groups. Some details are still being worked
out, what we need isanideawhat you fellows
would like to do.

The second option is that we have been
invited to share in the Christmas party and
potluck scheduled by the Little Rock camp of

ContinuedonPage 11...
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The Captal N’s Tent (continued from Page 2)
the Sons of Confederate Veterans, currently
scheduled for December 11 at 6:00 p.m. at the
First Christian Church at 1500 Mississippi
Avenuein Little Rock.

Uniforms are welcome at both events,
and the format is usually pretty convivial.

Again, please let me know your
preferences, and we'll start getting things set
up.

ON SKINNER’S ROW...

And while we're talking about Christmas,
strolling down Sutler’s Row Saturday after-
noon while waiting to be “resurrected” | got
to see a few goodies they had for offer, and
bring back alittle evaluation.

* Armi-Sport P1853 Enfield rifle (Fall
Creek Suttlery). In all the confusion Friday
afternoon, wewound up gettinganew Enfield
to serve asacompany loaner. The best price
offeredalongtheRowwasat Fall Creek ($430),
and | was pleased to see some of the
improvements they had since | bought my
Enfield backinearly 98. Withtheincreasing
emphasis on “ authenticized” weapons, | was
pleased to see that they had added the
Birmingham cartouchetothestock, aswell as
the maker’ s stamp on the bottom of the buitt.
The wood wasavery nice reddish tone closer
totheoriginal oil finish thanthe darker brown
used in the past. That being said, all the old
errorscommontothe ArmiSport reproduction
aredtill thereand theweaponwill need agood
deal of work to complete the “de-farbing”
process, but it’ sniceto seeeven atiny stepin
the right direction by these folks.

* 1861 Revised Hardee's Rifle and
Infantry Tactics, Goetzel edition. (S&S
Sutlers; C.J. Daley and Co.) One of the mre
important missing items in western
Confederate reenacting is agood copy of the
drill manual that General Hardee brought to
Arkansas with him and used to drill the
regimentsof theArkansasBrigade. Knownas
the “Revised Hardee's’ or the “Goetzel
edition,” every progressiveweb sitetoutsthis
manual as the standard for the hobby, but up
until now, nobody had a copy of it! All
previous versions sold on sutler’s row and
elsewherearethe 1855 edition, for the 2-band
rifles. Someyearsagotherewasafundraising
project where they printed off copies of the
Spelman editionknownasthe* North Carolina
Drill Manual,” and we made do with this.
During my searchfor drill manualslast winter
| wasabletofind aset of original copiesof the
Goetzel edition on arare book vendor’s web
site, but at an asking price of $3,500 per
volume. Me, | bought one of the old copi es of
the North Carolina manual for considerably
less, andmademyself contentwiththat. Fellow
reenactor Eric Mink, who coordinated the
recent reprints of Gilham’'s Manual for
Instruction for Volunteersand Militiaand the

Coming Events

October 30, 2004 — “Big BOO-Zeum Bash” at MacArthur Museum of Arkansas Mili-
tary History, MacArthur Park, Little Rock, 4:00 to 8:30 p.m.

November 6-7, 2004: Civil War Days at Old Washington. Old Washington Historic State
Park, Washington, AR. 37th Illinois event.

December 3-5, 2004 — Battle of Prairie Grovereenactment, Prairie Grove Battlefield

Little Rock.

History, MacArthur Park, Little Rock.

the 1st Arkansas.

by the Western Independent Grays

North/South Alliance

State Park, Prairie Grove, Ark. TMVI, 37th lllinois Maximum effort event.
TENTATIVELIST -- 2006 EVENTS
January 8, 2005 — David O. Dodd Memoria Service, 12:00 p.m., Mt. Holly Cemetery,

February 5, 2005 — Little Rock Arsenal living history, MacArthur Museum of Military

March 26, 2005 — Confederate Flag Day, State Capitol grounds, Little Rock.
March 26-27 — Siege of Port Hudson Re-enactment, Port Hudson SCA, Zachary, LA

April 8-9, 2005 — Shiloh Living History, Shiloh National Military Park. Sponsored by the
Salt River Rifles, by invitation event. (Federal impression).

April 23-24, 2005 — Battle of Marks' Mills Re-Enactment, Fordyce, Ark. Sponsored by

August 6-7, 2005 — Battle of Athens Reenactment/Living History, Athens, MO. Hosted

October 1-2, 2005 — Battle of Corinth Re-enactment, Corinth, MS. Sponsored by the

Events marked in bold type are maximum effort events as voted upon by the Company,

and your attendanceis expected. If for some reason you will be unable to attend a max

effort event, please contact Seve Shore or Tom Ezell (6th Arkansa s) or W.J. Monagle
(37th 1llinois) beforehand.

3-volume set of Casey’ sInfantry Tactics, has
just finished printing a repro version of the
1861 Goetzel edition of Hardee' s, whichwere
delivered the day before the Franklin event
opened. | snagged a set for my officer's
impression and reference library, and have
been very pleased with them. Copiedfroman
original set, these manuals are pocket-sized
hardbacks bound in ablue cover, withasmall
insert pasted inside with Hardee's assertion
that thisisthe“ only COPY-RIGHT edition...”
All thetext and fold-outsareincluded, and the
quality of print isvery close to the originals,
being offset printed from the microfilmed
images of the original pages. Both are dated
“TheFirst Y ear of the Confederacy.” Volume
| ismarked asthe 3rd edition, Vol. Il isa“2nd
edition,” alittle detail noted in that nearly all
known surving sets of these manuals, no two
were a matching set of the same edition. |
checked this by looking at my set of origina
Casey’ smanuals, anddoggoneitif they aren’t
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amismatched set, too.

Cost was $60 for the set from S& S, $55
if ordered from ChrisDaley. | bought my set
for living history purposes so as to have the
authentic boksin my hands or tail pockets at
events and company drills, but if you're
interested in simply learning the right drill
procedures, you've aready got a copy with
your PDF file of the Capitol Guards Drill
Manual. Confirming that the CGDM was
right onthemoney withthetext of the Goetzel
Edition was another plus and a pleasure.

Again, thank youfor your timeand effort
over what hasbeenavery busy fall season, and
| hopeto seeyou on thefield with usagain at
PrairieGrovein December!

your pard,

Tom Ezell
Capt., Co. A, 6th Arks. Vols.
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The 6th Regiment, Arkansas Volunteer In-
fantry, Co. A, the “Capitol Guards” is
affiliated with the Arkansas Reenactors’
Alliance, the Trans-Mississippi Volunteer
Infantry Battalion, Mississippi Valley Bri-
gade, and the 1st Confederate Division.
We are dedicated to the faithful and his-
torically accurate portrayal of a unit of
Confederate infantry in the War Between
the States in 1861-1865.

The Sentinel is published on a more-or-
less monthly basis by the “ Capitol Guards”,
6th Arkansas Infantry reenactors. Sub-
scriptions are included as part of Com-
pany dues; or are available separately for
$15.00 per year. Back issues are $2.00
each (index available upon request). Send
subscription requests, inquiries, and article
submissions to the Captain below.

Captain 1st Sergeant

Tom Ezell Steve Shore

338 Johnson Road 68 Stonewall Drive
Scott, AR 72142 Jacksonville, AR 72076

(501) 961-1937
(501 912-1047 (cell)

(501) 985-0560

Visit us on the Internet at
http://www.geocities.com/capitalguar ds/

The 6th Arkansas is always in need of “afew
good men” to fill the ranks in service of the
Cause. If you areinterested in Civil War
Reenacting, please call the
Captain as listed above.

The 6th Arkansas living historians are available
for living history presentations to schooals,
public and private organizations, and community
events. Please contact the Captain.

Did you know that the
Capitol Guards have a
web site?

Looking for acopy of oneof last year’snews-
letters? Did you miss this month’s newslet-
ter? Need a copy of Hardee's drill manual?
Are you wondering what the duties of the
quartermaster sergeant, the corpora of the
guard, or a sergeant of police are? What did
the 6" Arkansas do at Pickett’s Mill in 18647
What battlefiel dswerethey on, and what does
itlook liketoday? Strangely enough, you can
find all that, and more, on the Capitol Guards
web site at http://www.geocities.com/
capitalguards.

Not only that, but there is a bulletin board,
too, where you can find the most recently
available updates on what’s going onin reen-
acting and living history in Arkansas.

H al IOW%n (Continued from Page 9)

Puritans, even though they didn’t
celebrate All Saint’ sDay, weregreat believers
intheoccult and superstitions, playedfortune-
telling games, practiced divinations, and told
ghost stories. As time passed, these were
adopted into Halloween activities.

Afterthe American Revolution, autumnal
feastswere celebrated in rural areasand were
sometimescalled“ play parties.” Cornhusking,
applepeeling, sugaringtimeand other rural get-
togethersweregroup oriented. Work aswell as
play was an important part of the community
gatherings. After the work was done, music,
dancing, fortune-telling games, divination, and
good food was a part of the party.

Inthefirst half of the nineteenth century,
largenumbersof Irishimmigrantsleft Ireland
during the famines and brought their customs
to the United States, but the celebration of
Halloween. By the end of the Civil War,
Episcopalians and Catholics were the only
ones celebrating All Saint’s Day. Therewere
variouscelebrationsand nightsof revelry that
were observed , but it was not until 1921 that
Halloweenwasdeclaredanofficia holiday. In
Anoka, Minnesota the first citywide
Halloween cel ebration washeld, whereit was
celebrated with a pumpkin bowl, a costumed
sguare dance and two parades.

Someof our modern customsdateback to
theearly cel ebrations. Wethink of Halloween
tobe atimeof noiseand parties, masks; begging
treats; andjack 0’ lanterns. Most of thecurrent
traditions find their rootsin the early history
of thecel ebration. Irish Catholicsremembered
the souls of all the departed, not just those of
thefaithful sothey had the custom banging on
pots and pansto let the dead know they were
not forgotten along with the bonfiresto scare
away the wandering souls.

MasksoriginatedwiththeFrenchandthe
English, as well as the begging of treats but
“Trick or Treat” does not appear in print until
the 1939.

The jack o' lantern developed from the
Irish fable of Stingy Jack. Jack tricked Satan
(thetypeof trick differsaccording to thetale)
andthen Jack died. Hecould not enter Heaven
becauseof hissinsand Satanwouldnotlethim
enter Hell. Wandering around in the dark, he
wasabletobegacoal from Sataninordertolight
hisway. Jack put the coal inside of a carved-
out turnip and thuscamethejack o’ lantern. In
Scotland, childrenuselargeturnips; inlreland,
they use turnips or potatoes; and in parts of
England they used large beets. When the
customs came to America, pumpkins were
adopted.

Thereis not agreat deal of reference to
Halloweenprior totheCivil War and very few
mentions during the war. Kate Stone, in her
journal, Brokenburn, did containareferenceto
Halloween. She wrote in November, 1864,
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“Some gentlemen called, and we had cards.
After they left, Lucy and | tried our fortunes
indiverswaysasitwas' All Hallow’ €' en.” We
tried all magic artsand had amerry frolic, but
no futurelord and master cameto turn our wet
garmentshanging beforethefire. Therewereno
ghostly footprintsinthemeal sprinkledbehind
the door. No bearded face looked over our
shouldersasweatetheapplesbeforetheglass.
No knightly formsof soldiersbravedisturbed
our dreamsafter eatingthewhiteof anegg half-
filled with salt.”

The above activities were forms of
divination and agreat many of the nineteenth
century divinationgamesweresimilar tothose
in England, Scotland, Ireland and Germany.
Most of them werewaysto find out the future
husband of the girls.

There was very few mentions of
Halloween in literature until the 1870's. In
Oct. 1872issueof Godey’ swasoneof thefirst
literary mentionsof Halloween. “Hallowe' en
- Timeinitsever-onward course, hasonemore
brought usto the month in which thisfestival
occurs. About theday itself thereisnothingin
any wise peculiar or worthy of notice, but
sincetimealmostimmemorial All Hallow Eve,
or Halloween, hasformed the subj ect themeof
firesidechat and published story.” Thearticle
wasan explanation of Halloween asdescribed
in the Robert Burns poem, “Hallowe en”
written in 1785. Burns included many
divinationsinhispoemwhichwerestill popular
among the young people. The author of the
Godey’ sarticle stated that the holiday wasan
ethnic celebration of the old-style English,
Irish, Scotsand Welshimmigrants.

As the 19th century progressed, the
celebrationof Halloween continuedtoincrease.
It was mentioned in magazinesfor adultsand
children. Godey's, Harper's Bazaar, S.
NicholasMagazine, andlocal newspapershad
Halloween stories and suggestions for party
activities.. Costumes at Halloween parties
began to appear in the last part of the century.
Thus various old customs evolved into the
present day event we know as Halloween.
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