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Towards a future where everyone will receive at the least an 
unconditional minimum wage income, placed on top of ones 
existing income, regardless of financial status, for his or her "job" as 
the sovereign of a free and democratic society. 

  Cycles and the Job of the Sovereignty: Democracy Vs Monarchy                            .   .      .  

    (Prepared and researched by Patrick Danahey on behalf of C.E.R.E.S. for UUI Action NZ,  Nelson, 1997) 

Historical Precedents 
"What greater equality can there be in a city, [but] where the people are the absolute 
rulers [sovereigns] of the land?" a justification by the people for their system of the 
governance of Argos prior to 600 BC to foreign proponents of monarchic views (Euripides, 
(480-406 BC) The Suppliants.). 
 

1. Almost throughout the entire corpus of western literature that forms the backbone to university liberal 
arts programmes one can find this constant cyclical struggle between humanity alternating as the 
sovereign governing body of its institutions versus it being enslaved to its institutions via some 
despotic ruling power (9). “For from Plato and philosophy I had learned this lesson, that certain 
revolutions are natural to all republics, which alternately come under the power of monarchs, 
democracies, and aristocracies.” On Divination Bk.2 50BC Cicero. “When the sovereignty of the 
people themselves is thus realised the republic is established; and it is no longer necessary to give up 
the reins of government to those by whom they…might again destroy all the new institutions by their 
arbitrary and absolute will.” The Science of Right chp.52 Kant. 

 
2. It is not so much the physical structure or the labels used to describe it that determines where the 

power lies within a society (i.e. just because the majority of people label their government a 
democracy doesn’t mean that it is. Or if a government was a democracy two years ago it doesn’t mean 
that it still is today even though everyone is still performing the same rituals.); but rather, it is revealed 
in the daily operations, perceptions, priorities, and values of intrinsic worth of the people within that 
society. James Frazer in his monumental work of the 12 volume series the Golden Bough documents 
at length, from around the world, various stages of the sacred kingship. In them we find that 
designated or representative kings comprised, in many cases, the lowest status attainable within those 
societies to the point where no one wanted to be king. Quite frequently kings had to be imported from 
other tribes  (10). To take two examples. “…in Cambodia it is often necessary to force the kingships 
of Fire and Water upon the reluctant successors, and in the Savage Island the monarchy actually came 
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