JAMESBURG: Community, family mourn popular teen 
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An 18‑year‑old borough youth, who died Tuesday nearly a week after he was hit by a car while riding his bike, was remembered yesterday as a young man who liked to make people happy.

James M. Newton, who was voted "most artistic" and "most unique" by the Monroe High School Class of 1999, dreamed of becoming a Disney animator.

Last night, Newton was to have been presented with a plaque by Mayor Joseph Dipierro and the Borough Council for his achievements in securing an Eagle Scout badge. He belonged to a Mormon troop in East Brunswick.

Instead, officials called for a moment of silence to remember the teen.

"For his Eagle Scout project, last fall, he planted a Victorian herb garden and a colonial garden at Lakeview," said Marcia Kirkpatrick of the Jamesburg Historical Association. Lakeview, also called the Buckelew House, is the local historical museum.

"He was so likable, a very special young man" said Kirkpatrick. "You feel so bad because he was so young."

She said the gardens planted by Newton around the museum will be kept in his memory.

Yesterday, friends of Newton gathered at the high school to place roses and other flowers near a self‑portrait that was part of a mural he had painted at the school, said one of his acquaintances, Jessica Dicaro.

He "always wanted to give a smile to someone," said Jonathan Steinberg of Monroe, a friend who graduated with Newton in June. "He was probably one of the kindest and most unique people I ever met."

Newton was remembered by his father, Gregory Newton, as "a really dedicated individual."

"Even as an Eagle Scout he went above and beyond what was required. He would come back from Scout camp with six or seven merit badges. You couldn't figure how he could get them all in a week," his father said.

"He will be so missed. He was just a light in our house," said his stepmother, Linda Newton. "James wanted to major in art and study animation. One of his hopes was to draw for Disney. He was so kind and had so much promise. His little brothers will really miss him." Besides his parents, Newton is survived by four brothers, Kelly, 21, Michael, 20, Seth, 9 and Benjamin, 3.

Newton died at 10:25 p.m. Tuesday at Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital in New Brunswick. Six days earlier, he had been hit by a car while riding his bicycle south on Old Bridge Turnpike in East Brunswick at 7:25 p.m. He was struck by a northbound car driven by Suresh J. Shah, 56, of Spotswood, as the motorist turned left from Old Bridge Turnpike onto the ramp leading to Route 18, police said.

Newton was wearing a helmet, but it was unable to protect him from serious head injury, police said.

The accident is still under investigation and no summonses have been issued.

Newton worked as a carpenter's assistant at Helpful Handyman in Metuchen and had been returning from his employer's home in East Brunswick when the accident occurred, said Linda Newton.

She said he had been earning money to help pay for planned mission work as a Mormon. He was waiting for his brother, Kelly, to return from a mission in Portugal.

"He was a fine boy," said Councilman Otto Kostbar, whose home and law office are near the Newton home on Sedgewick Avenue.

Kostbar, president of the Jamesburg Library Board of Trustees, said he has known the Newtons about seven years.

"It is a very nice family," Kostbar said. "James, in particular, did a lot of community service. He did a lot of work at the library, and his mother always helped us with young kids."

Linda Newton, who has been blind since birth, tells stories to young children at the library.

"(James Newton) was kind of my handyman," said Library Director Cindy Yasher. 

For several years, Newton was paid a nominal fee to take out the trash and recyclables, weed the flower beds, change light bulbs and shovel snow. His brother, Kelly, also helped out at the library. 

"James was a terrific artist," Yasher said. "He did paintings, a lot of sketching. His latest was wire art. He displayed at the library often. Last year, we had two exhibits of his wire animal and human figures, as well as objects."

Steinberg said his friend "had fun with his work. . . . He made wax figures and wire figures and worked with wood. He could do anything, pretty much."

In the 1999 Monroe High School yearbook, Newton wrote under his photograph: "What you do defines who you are, so make wise choices you would be proud of."
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