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As we enter into the second part of our course on American writers I thought it appropriate to acquiesce to your appetites for the art form of poetry. For those of you who have never read a poem or even heard of poetry this newsletter will serve as an introduction to this creative and thought-filled form of writing. To begin we must define what poetry is and what it is not. For our purposes poetry is a form of literature written in meter or verse. There are several forms we will discuss including but not limited to a ballad, an ode, a blues poem, elegy, epic, haiku, a limerick, and the sonnet.  These forms are unique and have specific characteristics that set them apart from one another. Let us look at haiku as an example. 

Haiku originated in Japan and is associated with seasons of the natural world. Japanese Haiku have are traditionally written in syllabic form of 5-7-5, for a total of 17 syllables. Let us look at a Haiku, which I recently composed: 

Gathering my thoughts

Listening to Cicadas

Take delight by day. 
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original art © Joe Kazimierczyk

Source:http://www.joekaz.net/photos/wildlife/html/cicada_3.html
Count the number of syllables in line one: how many are there? How about in line 2 and in line 3? Can you tell what season of the year this haiku refers to? (Hint: when do Cicadas begin to sing?) This haiku is focused on summer, for that is when Cicadas hatch and begin making their musical sound.
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Like the Hoover Dam in Black Canyon,

Poetry withstands time as a stantion.

We will also look at limerick poetry, which is known for its wit and humor. Take a look at the following limerick poem of Edward Lear (1812-1888). What do you notice about this poem?

There was an Old Man with a beard,

Who said 'It is just as I feared! -

   Two Owls and a Hen,

   Four Larks and a Wren,

Have all built their nests in my beard!'
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This poetry form has a unique rhyme scheme to it. What is its form? Lines 1, 2 and 5 have a consonance rhyme, while lines 3 and 4 do as well but are different than 1, 2 and 5. Although there is meter to the poem the more important elements are the humor and rhyme of lines.
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	Week 1
	
	
	
	Haiku contest
	
	

	Week 2 
	
	
	Limerick Readings
	
	
	

	Week 3 


	Ode Contest
	
	
	
	Elected Elegies
	

	Week 4 
	
	Battle of Ballads!
	
	
	Sonnets!
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