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SYNTHESIS

In onler to prepare for this synthesis, | had to
to read and try to digest mounds of
documents, most of which were technical

and difficult to comprehend. (Hindi kaya ng

powers ko ang mga dokumento) U
our distinguished panelists, | am a simple-
minded person. | want o believe that most
of us present here today are, like me,

simple-minded (as

may kaunting
kababawan).  The only thing that is
Profound and deep about us is our
commitment to justice and peace.




[image: image2.jpg]Therefore, I want to bring down the talk to
Where we, ordinary simple-minded folks

The peace talks, though unintelligible in its
technical processes, are, for us, a very
important part of the movement for change.
Especially for us, church poople, we have
meticulously and painstakingly followed its
ebbs and flows. We have cheered the
forward steps and expressed dismay when
these stalled. At every tum, we
accompanied the peace talks  with
statements and petitions and calls for its

continuance.




[image: image3.jpg]The Joint Oslo Statements strike me as a
Mashing light at the end of a dark tunnel. It
tells me that the talks are back on the
comect track.  Furthermore, the
organization of the Joint Monitoring
Committee shows the GRP’s recognition of
CARHRIHL and a respect for the dignity of
the process that engendered  the
agreement. In other words, both parties
are bent on implementing it. The setting
up of the Joint Secretariat is even more
indicative of a modicum of sincerity of both
parties. The signal we are getting is that
the NDFP and the GRP are serious ~sout
the peace talks. But, we have seen
flashing lights at the end of the dark tunnel

before and we are wont to ask: “Is this it?




[image: image4.jpg]Or is it one of those blinks that will go off

again?”

The present developments of the peace
talks are indeed encouraging.  Slowly,
steps toward a just resolution of age-long
problems are inching forward. The signal
we are getting is that it is possible for un-
like minded parties to “come and reason
together”. For us, church people, ths is
exciting. But, we have seen cases of
rencging on signed agreements, of
unifateral disengagement, o delibe ate
scuttling of the talks. We are wont tc ~sk:

Where can the ideological con

point of diametrically opposed factions be?
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Or is there a convergence point? In church
fingo, is reconciliation reaily possible?

The fact that we see here the Government
of the Republic of the Philippines, through
ts reprosentative, Prof. Carlos Medina, and
hear him make the commitment, on behalf
of govemment, to make this joint
endeavour work, tells me that the GRP

recognizes the National Democratic Front

of the Philippines as a co-equal. Principled

negotiations do not proceed in a master-
stavelinferior-superior e
fact that the GRP has decided to the
NDEP in an eyeball to eyebail ciccussion
gives me some assurance that mutual

respect wraps the peace talks. But then,





[image: image6.jpg]this is election time and we are not naive
about the way in which politicians bend

over backwards to accommodate events

and systems in an attempt to up their vote-
getting capacity. We are wont to ask: Is.

the Governmont of the Republic of the

Philippines so committed to just peace that
it

not defile the peace process by

draping it with an election-tainted mantle?

Will it push the piace talks in se=son (that
is, during clection time) eason

(that is, during other time

For me, the prospects of the peace
negotiations do not depend solely or the.

NDFP and the GRP panels. As in

election, the politics of change (espoused




[image: image7.jpg]by BAYAN MUNA and other progressive
party lists) teaches us that any substantial
‘and thorough-going transformation rests on
jance of the ordinary people

like you and me. | once heard my political
mentor say that what happens at the table
s determined by what happens in the field.
And for those of us who are not at the
table, we are going to pray harder, shout
fouder and struggle more intensely a

we know is not an impossibic

For the NDFP and GRP representatives who
are with us today, we wish to say: Just

and lasting peace is as much an agenda for

Is for you. Because of our

commitment, we intend to steadfasty




[image: image8.jpg]ensure that peace and justice become lived
realities for our people. We know the
journey is arduous but our patience is as
long as our rosaries. However, patience
can thin out and rosaries can break. And
when that happens, the Filipino people will
be led to seck peace and pursue it in some.

other way!




