June 17, 2005
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
Reference:
Sarah Katrina Maramag
Media Officer, 09193486790
 
On Martial Law threat
Youth will not falter with calls for ouster
 
Fear not.
 
Anakbayan has this to say in reaction to proliferating forwarded text messages warning the public of the Arroyo administration’s imminent declaration of Martial Law on or before June 21.
 
“Is this part of Malacanang’s so-called offensive against its detractors? If so, declaring Martial Law will be President Arroyo’s ‘now or never’ and not ours as she claims with false bravado. She is at her wits end and does not seem to be thinking clearly on which actions would save or harm her presidency,” said Eleanor de Guzman, Anakbayan secretary-general.
 
De Guzman warned that Martial Law would only serve to hasten President Arroyo’s ouster.
 
“As it is, the president is already extremely isolated and unpopular with the public, especially with the youth. Instead of being threatened, we are now more resolved than ever to unveil the truth behind the audio tapes and her family’s involvement in jueteng bribery. Declaring Martial Law would only prove President Arroyo’s culpability. Why would the president go to such lengths to squash any effort to expose and investigate these scandals if she is not guilty?,” she pointed out.
 
She urged the youth to strengthen its ranks and condemn any attempt to infringe civil liberties and human rights.
 
“No amount of threats from Malacanang will make the youth falter. If our quest for truth and integrity brands us as destabilizers then so be it. We have everything to gain – and the president has her presidency to lose as thousands and thousands of youth are gearing to storm the streets to call for her ouster,” De Guzman asserted. ###   
 

