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GMA solons told: Don’t gang-up against the truth
Anakpawis party-list Representative Rafael Mariano today urged administration lawmakers against any attempt to suppress the truth by covering President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo during the “Gloriagate” probe set by the House of Representatives tomorrow.

Mariano was referring to the investigation set by the House on the controversial taped conversations allegedly between the President and election commissioner Virgilio Garcillano to rig last year’s election.

“The Filipino people will not hesitate to express public condemnation and prosecute for themselves administration lawmakers who will gang up on honest interpellation to shield Ms Macapagal in the hearings,” says Mariano adding that “defending the President can be construed of being party to the crime, of collusion in the grand plot to cheat in the May 2004 elections.”

He said “the whole nation will closely watch this historic investigation and will surely keep an eye on those who will try to muzzle the truth.”

The militant lawmaker also said that “at this point, though threatened by so-called charges of sedition, majority of the people already heard and digested the contents of the tape, even its most controversial portion.”

“It (the contents of the tape) is almost all over the place. In ring tones, websites, aired in broadcast and are even published in the dailies,” Mariano said. “There’s no more logic to deny its airing, except for the intent to slay the truth.”

“So, I appeal to my colleagues not to be blind and dumb,” Mariano added.

Mariano warned that “it is high-time for pro-administration lawmakers to side with the interest of the Filipino people, or risk being judged by history together with the illegitimate President. Their loyalty must be with the people and not to Malacanang.” #

