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ISKOLARS NG BAYAN IN PROTEST

LONGEST LINE OF JUNK FACILITIES IN PUP

Students of the Polytechnic University of the Philippines (PUP) today launched the longest line of dilapidated facilities to emphasize the country’s deteriorating state of education.

Eleanor de Guzman, Anakbayan secretary-general, said, “Because of government neglect, PUP cannot hope to provide a healthy learning atmosphere in this sorry state. The long line of junk facilities extends to all SUCs nationwide due to yearly budget cuts in education.”

This year, PUP’s subsidy was further reduced by 6.4 percent – from P547,956,000 in 2004 to a measly P512,887,000.

“As a result, SUCs are being forced to resort to tuition hike schemes and other such rackets at the expense of the students to make up for lack of income,” de Guzman pointed out.

In PUP, for instance, tuition may be unchanged at P12 per unit but late enrollment fee soared from P10 to a whopping P100. Processing fees also increased by 67 to 100 percent this year

“Students may just have to give up their dreams of earning a college diploma. With this trend, aggravated by continuous price hikes caused by the government’s tax impositions and the worsening financial crisis, students can no longer afford to study not only in private institutions but in supposedly cheaper state colleges as well. The next school years will surely be expecting an upsurge in the number of dropouts and out-of-school-youths,” she lamented.

Youth destabilizers?

De Guzman also condemned the deployment of trucks of army troops around the vicinities of PUP, EARIST and Arellano University the other day to prevent an alleged destabilization plot from students in what she called the president’s “absurd paranoia.”

“President Arroyo is desperate and this is yet one of her ploys to dissuade the youth from finding out the truth behind her audio tape scandal. She accuses the youth of destabilization when she has no one else to blame but herself for all this brouhaha, “she stressed.

She also lambasted the administration-led Youth Power Against Destabilization which held a press conference earlier today.

“They clearly do not reflect the youth’s sentiments. As we speak, UP students are forming UP-AWARE, a broad alliance of councils and organizations in their quest and willingness to fight for truth and integrity. Hundreds of youths are also now circulating and using the “Hello Garci” ringtone. The president has reason to be paranoid, after all,” she stated.

De Guzman reminded President Arroyo that the youth was one of the most formidable force which ousted her predecessor and placed her in power.

“As in EDSA 2, we will not hesitate to troop to the streets and hasten her inevitable ouster,” she warned. ###
