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THE EQUATION SUMS TO ZERO: GLORIA HAS NO BASIS TO CONTINUE HER RULE

It is with no surprise that we hear that the sitting president has obtained her position through deceit and massive cheating as evidenced by the tale of the tapes. We need not go through the detailed analysis of the voices we hear to come to a conclusion that Gloria Macapagal Arroyo has engaged in election fraud and vote manipulation. 

Our engineers and scientists can come up with audio analysis to show the similarity of the voices we hear from the tapes that would give us no other conclusion except that Gloria Arroyo was the one engaged in the abuse of state power during the past election.

Gloria Arroyo has not bothered to raise the budget for science and technology during her rule. The state of science in the country has deteriorated in the past four years. Instead of pouring state investment in improving research and development, she has left well-meaning scientists without funds and support. 

Gloria Arroyo has sold out our country’s resources to foreign interests. Without regard for domestic needs, she has peddled our oil, gas, and energy reserves such as the Malampaya gas field to foreign companies in the name of liberalization and privatization. This selling out of our patrimony has robbed the Filipino people of its much-needed basic resources for development. These foreign interests do not intend to develop our industries and have no other interest other than raking in profits.

Gloria Arroyo is the driving force behind the unrelenting power rate hikes and prices of basic commodities. Her rabid implementation of the Electric Power Industry Reform Act (EPIRA) has only brought ever-increasing rates for the people. Her insistence to keep the Oil Deregulation Law without disregard to the effects to the people led to the successive and uncontrolled increase in oil prices. She has remained subservient to the oil cartel that has kept prices high to their favor.

Gloria Arroyo has kept our country at an ecological crisis. Her policies to open up mining through the Mining Act of 1995 and liberalization of the mining industry has contributed to the environmental disasters that has hit our people and country. She has let in agrochemical transnationals to bring in their seeds, pesticides and inputs to the detriment of our agricultural sector and food security.

Gloria Arroyo has cut down the budget for education keeping out our youth from learning and has instead designed our students to become service employees of call centers and the like of multinational companies whose services are not targeted for our people’s needs. These budget cuts have affected our researchers since their project funds are also cut down and their security of tenure affected.

We need no grand equation to sum this all up. Gloria Arroyo earns zero points from the science and technology community. Gloria Arroyo has no reason to remain in power. Gloria Arroyo has to go. Gloria Arroyo has to go together with the system of government that breeds anti-people policies and leaders like her ilk. We, patriotic scientists, engineers and advocates, support the call for a national coalition government of anti-corruption, pro-people reform advocates to take over and bring our country fresh hope, bring in national industrialization and carry out genuine agrarian reform.###

