 nList and brief accounts of political killings, enforced disappearances and assassination attempts from January to March 2005
Prepared by Karapatan, Bagong Alyansang Makabayan (BAYAN), Bayan Muna (BM) and Anakpawis (AP)

April 4, 2005
I. List of Killings of Leaders, Members and Supporters of Activist and Human Rights Organizations and Progressive Party-Lists from January-March 2005
	Number
	Name
	Date of Incident
	Organization and Position
	Age
	Place of Incident
	Report
	Suspected Perpetrators
	Source

	1. 
	Pablito Ignacio
	January 11, 2005
	Member, Bayan Muna - Bulacan
	44
	San Ildefonso, Bulacan
	Unidentified armed men wearing bonnets gunned down Ignacio in his home at 10:00 in the evening. His wife and son heard the sound of gunshots. 

	Witnesses say that elements of 56th IB Philippine Army may have also been involved in the incident. Armed soldiers were seen in the area at the time of the incident.

	Karapatan - Central Luzon

	2. 
	Noel Garcia 
	February 1, 2005
	Member, AMC (Alyansa ng Magbubukid sa Gitnang Luzon - Pampanga chapter)
	40
	Guagua, Pampanga
	Garcia, together with his family, was fired upon by suspected elements of the military around2:30pm at Bgy. Siran, Guagua while aboard their jeep. They were about to go to San Fernando.  His 2-year-old nephew, Loloy Garcia also died while his 60-year-old father Nicanor was wounded.
	Unidentified assailants wearing bonnets and riding a motorcycle.

	Karapatan -  Central Luzon

	Number
	Name
	Date of Incident
	Organization and Position
	Age
	Place of Incident
	Report
	Suspected Perpetrators
	Source

	3. 
	Abe Sungit
	February 5, 2005
	Member, Karapatan - Palawan
	44
	Roxas, Palawan
	Sungit, an active community leader and human rights worker, was gunned down by 2 unidentified armed men on board a motorcycle.
His body was found 15 days after the incident. He was known for actively campaigning against mining operations in his community and leading the fight against the human rights violations perpetrated by military personnel.

	Unidentified assailants 
	Karapatan – Palawan

	4.
	Ronnie Almoete
	February 5, 2005
	Member, Bayan Muna/Urban Poor sector 

	38
	Cotta, Lucena City
	Almoete, an urban poor leader and Bayan Muna member, was gunned down inside his home in front of his son.

	Unidentified assailants

	Bayan Muna - Quezon

	5. 
	Rodrigo Lampa
	February 16, 2005
	Member,  AMC (Alyansa ng Magbubukid sa Gitnang Luzon – Pampanga)

	40
	Bgy. Lambac, Guagua, Pampanga
	At around 8:30am, 

4 unidentified armed men in civilian attire ambushed Lampa while the latter was riding a tricycle.

	Unidentified assailants
	Karapatan -Central Luzon

	Number
	Name
	Date of Incident
	Organization and Position
	Age
	Place of Incident
	Report
	Suspected Perpetrators
	Source

	6. 
	Chrispin Amazona

	February 16, 2005
	Public Relations Officer, UMIRAY Calamity Victims Association Inc. (UCVAI)  Member, Anakpawis - Dingalan, Aurora

	40
	La Paz, Tarlac 

	Amazona’s body was found by people along the highway of Bgy. Lawang Cupang,  La Paz, Tarlac. He sustained 1 bullet wound in his head and 2 in his left breast. As PRO of UCVAI,  he was active in organizing relief and rehabilitation efforts in the wake of typhoons that hit Dingalan in November last year.


	Unidentified assailants
	JPAG - Aurora


	7.


	Renato Espino 
	February 18, 2005
	Member, AMC (Alyansa ng Magbubukid sa Gitnang Luzon -Pampanga)

	35
	Mexico, Pampanga
	Espino was shot 15 times by unidentified assailants.
He sustained a gunshot wound in the face. Before the incident, elements of military were reported asking about him.

	Four unidentified assailants riding an L-300 van. The military has in the past asked the whereabouts of Espino. He was being tagged as an NPA according to witnesses.
	Karapatan-  Central Luzon 

	8.


	Rodel Pelayo
	February 20, 2005
	Local leader, Central Luzon Aeta Association
(CLAA)
	30
	Balanga, Bataan
	Pelayo was gunned down while inside a passenger bus. He was one of the leaders the local Aeta  community. He and his companion were forced to attend a “mass oath taking” of alleged rebel returnees. After attending the meeting called by the 24th IB of the Philippine Army, Pelayo and his companion were shot while getting down from a bus on their way home.
	Unidentified assailants believed to have links with the 24th IB Philippine Army

	Karapatan-  Central Luzon

	Number
	Name
	Date of Incident
	Organization and Position
	Age
	Place of Incident
	Report
	Suspected Perpetrators
	Source

	9.


	Joey Abraham
	February 20, 2005
	Local leader, Central Luzon Aeta Association
(CLAA)


	28
	Balanga, Bataan
	Abraham was gunned down while inside a passenger bus together with Rodel Pelayo. 

	Unidentified assailants believed to have links with the 24th IB Philippine Army


	Karapatan-  Central Luzon

	10.


	Abelardo “Abel” Ladera 
	March 3, 2005
	Councilor – Tarlac City 
Member, Bayan Muna 
Convenor,
Kapitbisig support campaign for the families and victims of Hacienda Luisita Massacre 

	45
	Barangay Paraiso, Tarlac City
	Ladera, a staunch supporter of the striking Hacienda Luisita workers, was assassinated by a sniper in broad daylight as he bought spare parts in a store located less than a kilometer away from the headquarters of the AFP Northern Luzon Command. A single bullet pierced his heart. His name appeared in a list of alleged communist supporters presented by the NOLCOM in a press briefing on Jan.22.


	Unidentified assailants
	Bayan - Tarlac

	11.


	Romeo “Romy” Sanchez
	March 9, 2005
	Regional Coordinator,  Bayan Muna - Ilocos
Secretary General,  Bayan - Ilocos  
	39
	Baguio City 
	A well known radio broadcaster and leader of militant organizations in Ilocos,   Sanchez was shot dead in broad daylight, at a busy public market in Baguio City. He was shopping for second hand clothes for his five children. Sanchez was also a former political detainee.

	Unidentified assailants, possibly elements of 50th IB Guimod Norte, San Juan,  Ilocos Sur and its paramilitary arm “RPA-ABB”.  The latter publicly admitted their hand in the slaying of Sanchez.
	Cordillera Human Rights Alliance (CHRA)


	Number
	Name
	Date of Incident
	Organization and Position
	Age
	Place of Incident
	Report
	Suspected Perpetrators
	Source

	12.


	Ernesto Bang 
	March 10, 2005
	Public Information Officer, Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas - Camarines Norte

	
	Bgy. Malangkaw, Basud, Labo, Camarines Norte
	Bang came to the door of his house after someone knocked. His family then heard gun shots and later found him dead.

	Unidentified assailants
	KMP - Camarines Norte

	13.


	Fr. William Tadena
	March 13, 2005
	Parish priest and head of the human rights desk of Iglesia Filipina Independiente (IF) - Diocese of Tarlac;

Member, Pro-motion of Church People’s Response (PCPR)  

	37
	La Paz, Tarlac

	Tadena, a supporter of the Luisita strikers, was killed in an ambush as he was driving his owner-type jeep after officiating mass at a barangay chapel. The assassin called out his name prompting him to slow down, then shot him his companions. His sacristan and two others were seriously wounded. 
	Unidentified assailants
	Iglesia Filipina Independiente (IFI) - Tarlac

	14.


	Atty. Felidito Dacut
	March 14, 2005
	Regional Coordinator,

Bayan Muna - Eastern Visayas;
Known human rights lawyer and active member, Integrated Bar of the Philippines - Leyte chapter
	51
	Tacloban City
	Dacut was shot in the back by motorcycle- riding gunmen after attending a meeting at the Bayan Muna Bayan Muna office. He was on his way to buy milk for his child.
	Unidentified assailants 
	Karapatan – Eastern Visayas

	15.


	Joel T. Reyes 
	March 16, 2005
	Member, Anakpawis - Camarines Norte 

	33
	Panganiban, Camarines Norte
	Reyes was gunned down by two unidentified armed men while driving his tricycle. He was known to be the Anakpawis organizer of transport workers in their area.
	Unidentified assailants
	Karapatan – Bikol

	Number
	Name
	Date of Incident
	Organization and Position
	Age
	Place of Incident
	Report
	Suspected Perpetrators
	Source

	16.


	Henry Flores 
	March 16, 2005
	Member, Anakpawis 

	
	Land Transportation Office, Mandaue City, Cebu 

	He was shot while inside the LTO office.  

	Unidentified assailants 

	Anakpawis National Office

	17.


	Victor “Ka Ben” Concepcion 
	March 17, 2005
	Secretary General, AMC (Alyansa ng Magbubukid sa Gitnang Luzon -Pampanga) 
Coordinator, Anakpawis chapter of Mexico, Pampanga
	
	Mexico, Pampanga
	Concepcion was head of the peasant organization in Pampanga, an affiliate of Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas (KMP). He was shot while resting at the veranda of his son’s house in San Fernando, Pampanga.

	Unidentified assailants 
	Karapatan – Central Luzon


ADDITIONAL POINTS REGARDING THE ABOVEMENTIONED REPORT:
During the first quarter of 2005, there have been 17 leaders, members and supporters of human rights groups, activist organizations, party lists killed throughout the country. 

Five of those killed were affiliated with the party list  Bayan Muna and four from Anakpawis. Among those killed were three human rights workers including a human rights lawyer and an IFI priest. The other victims were leaders, organizers or members of various  mass organizations affiliated with the Bagong Alyansang Makabayan (Bayan) such as provincial chapters of  the Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas (KMP).
Marcelino “Ka Marcing” Beltran, 53 years old, chairperson of Alyansa ng Magbubukid sa Tarlac, the Tarlac chapter of Alyansa ng Magbubukid sa Gitnang Luzon (AMGL) and a key witness to the November 16 Hacienda Luisita massacre of striking farm and sugar mill workers and their supporters.  He is not included in this 2005 list because he was murdered on December 8, 2004 at his house in San Sotero, Sta, Ignacia, Tarlac City.  Earlier Ka Marcing had been receiving death threats forcing him to avoid going home to his house in the barrio.  He did so this instance to help cook and have dinner with his family because he was to mark his birthday two day later, December 10, International Human Rights Day.  He died in the arms of his son who heard his dying testimony that military men were responsible for the attack on him.  He suffered multiple gunshot wounds.
Apart from the 17 activists killed, Karapatan noted that there were a total of 12 civilians killed in various military operations and incidents throughout the country. One of the victims was the two-year old nephew of Noel Garcia who was with him when he was ambushed. 
THE FOLLOWING EXAMPLES ILLUSTRATE THESE INCIDENTS:

On January 25, at around 5pm, soldiers indiscriminately fired at the houses inside the  Briones Compound in Sitio Abot, Brgy. Bantog, Victoria, Tarlac causing the deaths of two civilians, 59-year-old Felino Briones and Jaime Fitero. The soldiers claimed that NPA rebels ran towards the compound.  According to one of the soldiers, it was “inevitable that their houses will be fired upon”.  The operation was conducted by the Bravo Company of the 69th Infantry Battalion led by Lt. Rene Geroy based in Tangkarang, Mayantoc, Tarlac. Soldiers from this combat unit of the military were also involved in the Hacienda Luisita Massacre last November 16, 2004.

On February 1, at around 6am in the morning, four members of the Padiwan family were massacred in Kapuk Punggul, Bauno Ice, Maimbung Sulu. The perpetrators of this massacre were believed to members of 53rd Infantry Battalion led by Col. Dennis Villanueva. 
After a week, another massacre happened at Sitio Latil, Brgy.Kolonsabak, Matanao, Davao del Sur. Elements of 25th Infantry Battalion under the command of Lt.Col.Cesar Idio, 1Lt.Allan Tesoro “B” Coy Company were the alleged perpetrators of this massacre. Three persons, belonging to the indigenous group B’laan tribe, died as a result of this massacre perpetrated in the course of military operations. 
II. List of Enforced Disappearances
 from January to March 2005
	Number
	Name
	Date of Incident
	Organization and Position
	Age
	Place of Incident
	Report
	Suspected Perpetrators
	Source

	1. 

	Roger Viray
	February 17, 2005
	Vice President, PAMALAKAYA - Bulacan
	42
	Brgy. Sapang, Kawayan, Masantol, Pampanga
	At past midnight, armed men wearing fatigue uniforms abducted Viray from his home.
	Elements of Bravo Company of 56th Infantry Battalion Philippine Army(PA) and 7th Infantry Division PA are implicated

	KARAPATAN -Central Luzon

	2.

 
	Sergio Viray
	February 17, 2005
	Member, PAMALAKAYA-Bulacan
	32
	Brgy.Sapang, Kawayan, Masantol, Pampanga
	At past midnight, armed men wearing fatigue uniforms took him together with his brother Roger.
	Elements of Bravo Company of 56th Infantry Battalion Philippine Army(PA) and 7th Infantry Division PA are implicated
	KARAPATAN-Central Luzon

	Number
	Name
	Date of Incident
	Organization and Position
	Age
	Place of Incident
	Report
	Suspected Perpetrators
	Source

	3.

 
	Esteban Pastor
	February 11, 2005
	Member, Bayan Muna –Aurora;   Vice President, Ditumabo Tricycle Operators and Drivers Association
	53
	Sitio Hacienda, Brgy.Nonong, San Luis, Aurora
	A group of armed men alighted from a van, fired their weapons and abducted Pastor. His name was reported to be in a so-called AFP  “Order of Battle” since 2004 but he was not in hiding. 


	Elements of 48th IB PA based at Wenceslao, Maria Aurora, Aurora are implicated
	KARAPATAN-Central Luzon

	4.

 
	Jose Sinad Nayong
	March 12, 2005
	Member, SIBAT- indigenous peoples group

	36
	Brgy.Cadilawan, Abra de Ilog, Mindoro Occidental
	Human rights groups are still gathering information on this incident. 
	Elements of 16th IB PA and a certain 

Lt. Escandor are implicated

	KARAPATAN-Southern Tagalog

	5.

 
	Danilo Macapagal
	March 3, 2005
	Coordinator, Bayan Muna-Bulacan - Nueva Ecija; Former Secretary General, BAYAN -Nueva Ecija
	53
	Victoria Mansion Subd., Brgy. Bitas, Cabanatuan City, Nueva Ecija
	At around, 8-9pm, 4 unidentified armed men alighted from a van in front of Macapagal’s house and forcibly took him. He tried to fight off the men and cried for help but his neighbors were terrified  Macapagal was the Secretary General of BAYAN-NE from 1987 to 2003.
 
	Unidentified assailants 
	KARAPATAN-Central Luzon


III. Brief accounts of assassination attempts on leaders and activists 

	Number
	Name
	Date of Incident
	Organization and Position
	Age
	Place of Incident
	Report
	Suspected Perpetrators
	Source

	1. 
	Justice Romeo T. Capulong


	March 7, 2005
	United Nations Ad Litem Judge

President, Public Interest Law Center (PILC)
Senior Legal Adviser for in the peace process between the Government of the Republic of the Philippines (GRP) and National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP)

	70
	Sto. Domingo, Nueva Ecija
	For some time, Capulong’s relatives  were aware  that his house in Nueva Ecija was being subjected to surveillance. They asked for help from the Nueva Ecija Gov. Joson who sent a security detail for Capulong. On March 7, several men riding a blue Toyota Revo stopped in front of his house. When they were about to alight from their vehicle, they noticed the presence of Capulong’s security men. Thus the men retreated. Justice Capulong has been  giving legal advice to the victims and families of the Hacienda Luisita massacre, has acted as third party mediator in negotiations between HL management and striking workers and has been a longtime counsel of peasant families being evicted from HL.
In the last week of March, a man named Rogelio C. Simbulan, was caught by Capulong’s police escorts as he stalked the latter’s vehicle using a motorcycle without a plate.  His identification card stated that he is an operative of the Mike Delta Force Intelligence and Communication Group, an accredited auxiliary of the PNP.

	Unidentified assailants
	Justice Capulong and PILC

	Number
	Name
	Date of Incident
	Organization and Position
	Age
	Place of Incident
	Report
	Suspected Perpetrators
	Source

	2. 
	Atty. Charles Juloya

	March 22, 2005
	Human rights lawyer 

Bayan Muna vice-mayoral candidate of Aringay town in La Union

	
	Aringay, La Union

	While preparing to go to the wake of Bayan and BM leader Romeo Sanchez, Atty. Juloya was shot six times in his office. He survived the assassination attempt. 
	Unidentified assailants
	Cordillera Human Rights Alliance

	3. 
	Fr. Allan Caparro and his wife Aileen Caparro 

	February 18, 2005
	Priest, IFI;

Vice-Chairperson, PCPR -  Western Samar
	40
	Brgy.Tag-abaca, Abuyog, Leyte
	The Caparro couple had just finished attending a meeting  in Padre Burgos, Southern Leyte.

Three unidentified men riding a TMX motorcycle fired at Fr.Allan and his wife Aileen who were also riding a motorcycle.
The two survived the ambush.  
Fr. Allan was an active human rights advocate and recently spearheaded an anti-mining alliance in Calbayog, W.Samar.

	Unidentified assailants
	KARAPATAN -Eastern Visayas



IV.  Other noteworthy cases
Other noteworthy incidents suspected to be line with political repression include the illegal arrest of four members of the Gabriela Women’s Party last March 1, 2005. Two of the four are known leaders active in opposing logging operations that have resulted in the devastation of the province after typhoons visited it last year.  All four are active in relief and rehabilitation efforts.  

The women just came from a meeting at a resort in Bgy. Bataan, Sampaloc, Quezon when elements of the 76th IB, AFP tried to abduct them.  The women tried to seek refuge at the Sampaloc PNP headquarters where their relatives came to their rescue.  They were accused of being supporters of an NPA unit that the military was allegedly pursuing. They were illegally detained at the Sampaloc PNP headquarters and were charged with rebellion only to be released later after their lawyers successfully contested the false charges. 
On March 6, 2005, more than 30 members of the 63rd IB of the Philippine Army along with an Armored Personnel Carrier (APC) camped outside the Bayan Muna headquarters in Catarman, Northern Samar. The move was an attempt to sow fear among the Bayan Muna members. The soldiers were led by Col. Manuelito Usi who earlier issued threats against Bayan Muna in an AFP-sponsored radio program. This was the third time the Bayan Muna provincial headquarters was harassed by the military.  It is relevant to point out that AFP Maj. Gen. Jovito Palparan, who has been the object of various complaints of human rights atrocities when he served as the commanding officer of the 204th Infantry Brigade in Mindoro Oriental, is currently the head of the military in Northern Samar.  







� Listed according to date of incident


� Enforced disappearances refer to victims who appear to have disappeared involuntarily and continue to be missing
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