JUSTICE FOR REV. EDISON LAPUZ!
STRUGGLE TO UPHOLD CIVIL LIBERTIES
(A Statement of the Ecumenical Bishops Forum 
on the killing of Rev. Edison Lapuz)
JUSTICE FOR REV. EDISON LAPUZ, justice for the horrible killings of church people, social and political activists and justice for all victims of human rights violations.

The REV. EDISON LAPUZ, UCCP Conference Minister, FR. WILLIAM TADENA, IFI priest, JOEL BACLAO, UCCP Church Worker and JUANCHO SANCHEZ, JR., UCCP Youth Leader were brutally killed. All of them supported the just struggle of the peasants, workers and other marginalized sectors of our society. These church people were tagged by the military as “enemies of the state.” But to the church people and the struggling people whom they had served,  are  “martyrs”. They had offered their lives in the name of peace based on justice.

We, the Ecumenical Bishops Forum (EBF), reiterate our urgent call to an end to the killings and uphold civil liberties. The latest victim of the brutal killings perpetrated by the “enemies of the people” was Rev. Edison Lapuz who was shot to death on May 12 after attending the funeral of his father-in-law in San Isidro, Leyte. At the time of his death, Rev. Lapuz was the Conference Minister of the United Church of Christ in the Philippines (UCCP), a position of his Church equivalent to a bishop in the Roman Catholic Church or of the Iglesia Filipina Independiente. He was an active member of the Promotion of Church People’s Response (PCPR), KARAPATAN and Bayan Muna in Eastern Visayas.  He was the main convenor of the JUSTICE FOR ATTY. FEDILITO DACUT ALLIANCE in Eastern Visayas. 

Rev. Lapuz was a prophet of God. His unselfish love of God was seen in many ways and conducts of his life and works. He issued statements against human rights violations committed by the military. He condemned the military atrocities in Eastern Visayas which were one of the main reasons for the massive evacuations that happened in the hinterlands of the provinces of Eastern Visayas. He fearlessly opposed the plan of the government to sell out the country’s natural and mineral resources in his place. In fact, Rev. Lapuz prior to his return to San Isidro, Leyte was in Manila to meet Church leaders who would support and participate in the Mining Conference of Church People in Eastern Visayas to be held within this quarter. He denounced violent structures and systems. He deplored this present unjust, corrupt and bankrupt governance. Alas! He was shot to death along with a peasant leader Alfredo  Malinao.

The brutal killing of Rev. Lapuz and Alfredo Malinao is seen as a suppression of our civil liberties and our inherent right to dissent against injustice, oppression and exploitation are no longer respected and upheld by the Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo government. The freedom to express our sentiments, ideas and opinions is curtailed. The people’s fundamental freedom is vanishing with the death of our beloved servants of God and social activists. So we are alarmed and we are awakened by this dastardly and shameful situation. We vehemently express our opposition to the  militarist government of Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. Unjust governments have no moral authority to rule.

We salute and pay tribute to the martyrs of our time. We express our deepest sympathy to the bereaved families of our martyrs. May  their grief and agony be transformed into a burning desire to participate in the people’s struggle for peace based on justice. Our love of God must be seen in our love of the people.

The First Letter of John says, “This is how we know what love is: Christ gave his life for us. We too, then, ought to give our lives for others!... My children, our love should not be just words and talk; it must be true love, which shows itself in action” (1 Jn 3:16,18 TEV).
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