Rev. Edison Lapuz Remembered

A Statement by the Divinity School of Silliman University.

The Divinity School of Silliman University remembers with deep admiration the enthusiasm and passion Edison Lapuz brought to his formative years in preparation for the ministry.  As a young seminarian, his infectious smile, contagious ideas, and principled character earned him the respect of students and faculty alike.  He charmed special occasions with a gifted voice that he complimented with flawless ability on the guitar. Leadership was evident and a future of immeasurable and significant contribution to the church and community was the acknowledged destiny of this young man.

Into the world of injustice and pain he was sent by his conviction to serve faithfully.  He never wavered in that faithfulness.  Courageously he defended the marginalized, the poor and oppressed, in the manner of Christ. As a way of life he bore the scars of simple living, humbly and willingly accepting the meager amenities of ministry.  Edison Lapuz defended the rights of the exploited and dispossessed with steadfast conviction because he understood this to be his calling as a faithful servant of Jesus Christ.

At the dawning of a significant ministry, abundant with potential, guided by conviction and principle, Edison Lapuz has been brutally gunned down. Mourning this tragic loss of life with his family and loved ones is to mourn for our Nation that has lost a remarkable leader in the wake of numerous indiscriminate killings that continue to take the lives of individuals committed to serving the poor and oppressed.  This death confirms the rising repression that has been unleashed to silence defenders of justice for the exploited and weak.

The Divinity School of Silliman University denounces the brutal killing of Edison Lapuz as a crime against the Church.  We call upon all church people to demand that justice be served and that this Administration put an end to the rising repression that our Nation is witnessing through the indiscriminate killings of individuals, lay and clergy, whose only crime is a passionate commitment to serve the poor and oppressed.
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