CL has most number of murdered activists

A. News

TARLAC CITY — President Arroyo's home-region of Central Luzon has the

biggest number of political activists murdered since January, the

radical party-list group, Bayan Muna, claimed.

Of the 37 activists already slain, Bayan Muna said that 13 of them

were from the region, while four more militants in Central Luzon have

remained missing.

According to a report on the wave of "extrajudicial killings" prepared

by the group, five activists were each assassinated in the provinces

of Tarlac and Pampanga; while there were two in Bataan and one in

Bulacan.

Of these victims, nine were local leaders of Bayan Muna and its

"sister" party-list group, Anakpawis, as well as its allied

organizations, the Bagong Alyansang Makabayan (Bayan), Alyansa ng mga

Magbubukid sa Gitnang Luson (AMGL), as well as the tribal group,

Central Luzon Aetas Association (CLAA).

The murdered activist leaders were identified as Marcelino Beltran,

chair of AMGL's local affiliate, the Alyansa ng mga Magbubukid sa

Tarlac (AMT); Tarlac City Councilor Abelardo Ladera, of Bayan Muna;

Rev. Fr. William Tadena, a staunch human rights activist of the

Iglesia Filipina Independiente (IFI, or Aglipayan Church), also in

Tarlac; and, Victor Concepcion, Anakpawis leader in Pampanga.

Last March 7, Bayan Muna said security aides of Nueva Ecija Gov. Tomas

Joson III foiled a purported assassination attempt in Sta. Rosa town

on activist lawyer Romeo Capulong, senior legal counsel of the

National Democratic Front (NDF), the underground political umbrella of

the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP).

Other activists slain in the region were Pablito Ignacio of Bulacan;

Noel Garcia and Rodrigo Lampa, Pampanga; Chrispin Amazone, Tarlac;

and, Renato Espino and Joey Abraham, both of Bataan.

When Ladera was gunned down in broad daylight in Tarlac City last

March 3, Bayan Muna said that Danilo Macapagal, Bayan leader in

Cabanatuan City, went missing and is now being presumed dead.

Other still missing activists in the region are Roger Viray and Roger

Viray, both of Pampanga, as well as Bayan Muna member Esteban Pastor

and tribal leader Jose Sinad Nayong.

Elsewhere north of Metro Manila, Bayan Muna said that its leadership

is also under attack in the Ilocos region.

Its regional coordinator in the Ilocos, Romeo Sanchez, was

assassinated in Baguio City last March 9, while lawyer Charles Juloya,

Bayan Muna leader in La Union, survived an attempt on his life 13 days

later.

Last Thursday, two more activists were assassinated, this time in

Eastern Visayas. They were Rev. Peter Edison Lapuz, minister of the

United Church of Christ in the Philippines (UCCP), and peasant leader

Alfredo Malinao.

The two were murdered while attending the burial rites for Rev.

Lapuz's late father-in-law in San Isidro town, Leyte.

The Protestant pastor was a Bayan Muna leader in Eastern Visayas, and

was similarly involved in the human rights groups, Promotion for

Church People's Response (PCPR) and Karapatan.

Malinao, on the other hand, chaired the local affiliate in Leyte of

the Left-leaning Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas (KMP).

Bayan Muna maintained that the killings were the doings of Armed

Forces operatives and agents, but this was vehemently denied by the

military.

It said that the attacks were "systematic and coordinated," even as

these were supposedly meant "to violently crush legitimate parties and

organizations, and any form of political dissent."

Since it first topped the party-list polls in 2001, Bayan Muna said

that 52 of its local officers and members have been slain, while 14

remained missing.

On the other hand, the two-year-old Anakpawis already lost 19 members,

while the radical women's party-list group, Gabriela, also had two of

its local leaders murdered since January.

"What is more disturbing is the government's deafening silence and

continued inaction amidst brazen murders and violence, considering

that the military and other armed agents of the state have been

consistently implicated in these atrocities," said Bayan Muna.

Bayan Muna has three sectoral seats in Congress, occupied by Reps.

Satur Ocampo, Teddy Casino and Joel Virador; Anakpawis has two, Reps.

Crispin Beltran and Rafael Mariano; and, Gabriela, Rep. Liza Maza.
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