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Two more activists killed in Camarines Norte, death toll now at 17 in 6 weeks!
Solon asks Malacañang, AFP top brass to intervene in killings of activists
  

“This is state-terrorism at its worst.”

 

Thus said Bayan Muna Rep. Teddy Casiño as he denounced the continued killings of activists by alleged military personnel and para-military groups all over the country.

 

Casiño urged the President, DND Sec. Avelino Cruz, and AFP chief Efren Abu to, “categorically denounce the killings, order their men to protect the rights of civilians, and to ensure the safety of activists and party-list organizations”

 

Two more activists, this time from the Anakpawis party-list, were shot dead in Camarines Norte this week. This puts the death toll at 17 for the first quarter of this year and leaves fellow activists practically grasping for breath in accounting for dead bodies. 

 

Joel Reyes, Anakpawis organizer in Jose Panganiban, was shot around 11:00 a.m. yesterday while Ernesto Bang, Public Information Officer for the Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas was gunned down at the doorsteps of his house in Brgy. Malangkaw Basud, Labo Camarines Norte last March 10 around 10:00 pm. Colleagues suspect elements of the 31st Infantry Battalion of the Southern Luzon Command (SOLCOM) as the perpetrators.

 

Casiño said, “the killings were so organized and systematic that only a well-oiled machinery such as those from regular government troops can brew a conspiracy and device a plan to annihilate party-list members and their supporters.”

 

“Today’s killings are as serious as those done during the martial law period,” the young solon noted, adding that the present administration does not spare church workers, priests or officers of the court such as lawyers.

 

Bayan Muna will hold a gathering of civil libertarians tomorrow, from 10:00 a.m. till noon at the Bulwagang Salam, UP Asian Center. The meeting hopes to unite all civil libertarians and human rights workers to condemn the spate of killings of grassroots leaders, which the party-list solon said is an “attack on democracy itself”. #

