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Another ranking Bayan Muna leader killed in Tacloban
 

While Bayan Muna Rep. Teddy Casiño was delivering an impassioned speech tonight regarding the spate of killings of Bayan Muna leaders, another ranking officer of the party was shot dead, bringing to 15 the number of leaders killed in the last six weeks. 

 

“At the rate things are going, our party will have been wiped out by the next elections,” Casiño said in his in privilege speech at about the same time Atty. Felidido Dacut, Bayan Muna National Council member and regional coordinator for Eastern Visayas was shot and killed in Tacloban City, some 500 meters away from the party’s office. 

 

Dacut was on his way home from a meeting when two men riding a motorcycle shot him at around 6:30 p.m. He was brought to the nearby Bethany Hospital where he died around 7:20 p.m. He is survived by his wife and three-year old daughter. 

 

A prominent but soft-spoken human rights lawyer, Dacut was elected board member of the Integrated Bar of the Philippines, Tacloban Chapter last Feb. 26. 

 

Friends and colleagues of the slain leader quickly pinpointed elements of the 8th Infantry Division as the possible killers. Last Thursday, March 10, Dacut joined Casiño and Bayan Muna Deputy Sec. Gen. Robert de Castro in a press conference in Tacloban to decry the intensifying military harassment in the region. 

 

The three leaders had expressed their apprehension that with the recent designation of Gen. Jovito Palparan as brigade commander of the 8th ID based in Samar, the Eastern Visayas region would be turned into another Mindoro, where 20 Bayan Muna leaders were killed by suspected elements of the 204th Brigade, then under Col. Palparan, from 2001-2003.

 

“A mere four days have passed and now, Atty. Dacut is dead. I am convinced that this is part of Palparan’s plan to ‘crush militant groups in the region in six months’ as he declared in a media forum in Tacloban City last March 7,” Casiño said. #

