Moro-Christian People's Alliance

#48 Mapagbigay St., Bgy. Pinyahan, Diliman, Quezon City

Telefax: 4337025/9214641;  email:  mcpaphils@yahoo.com

Press Release

MCPA grieves the death of innocent inmates,condemns

violent actions of both ASG and PNP in Camp Bagong Diwa

Calls for an independent body to investigate

The Moro-Christian People's Alliance (MCPA) grieve with the families

of slain Camp Bagong Diwa detinees on the death of those innocent

inmates killed in the police assault meant to subdue the hostage-

taking of some Abu Sayyaf members in Camp Bagong Diwa yesterday.

"It was an overkill!  The operatives need not spray bullets

indiscriminately at the inmates for this will surely hit some

innocent inmates used by Abu Sayyaf inmates as human shields in

their hostage-taking," said Amirah Ali Lidasan, secretary-general of

the Moro-Christian People's Alliance, a human rights group doing

social service and helping detainees and their families work for the

release of victims of 2001 military crackdown in Basilan.

"With Gen. Angelo Reyes on the lead, we surely expect a

grandstanding display of violent action against Muslim detainees for

he is known as the general who had a long record of disregard to the

lives and rights of the Moro people,"  said Lidasan adding that

Reyes is known to the Moro people as the one responsible for the

military actions that has affected thousands of Moro people's lives

in the AFP's All-Out War in Maguindanao in 2000, military crackdown

in Basilan in 2001 and the Pikit War in 2003.

"What is more condemnable is for President Gloria Arroyo to applaud

and even push for such violent action to take place.  We had hoped

that whe will issue a more diplomatic way to solve the crisis, to

make way for a negotiation.  Such is her disregard for the innocent

lives inside the prison compound," said Lidasan.

"President Arroyo and Gen. Reyes' penchant for militaristic solution

and response to the peace and order crises in our country make them

no different from the Abu Sayyaf group," said Lidasan

Lidasan added that most of those detainees killed in the first floor

of the Special Intensive Care Area are victims of military crackdown

in Basilan and since their incarceration in 2001 lived peacefully in

Camp Bagong Diwa and awaited for the outcome of their trial.

"The fact that out of 400 inmates, only 10 were identified as Abu

Sayyaf hostage takers.  This is almost half of the 22 dead and

others listed as wounded as a result of the rescue operation of

NAKTAF," said Lidasan.

Not identified as Abu Sayyaf by the families are Ahmad Upao, the

oldest detainee suffering an Alzheimer's disease, Ibnohasser Agasi,

Ahmad Arawangsa, Ibrahim Joe Arip, Gaffar Mundi and Badran

Abdulhamid.

Families going to Camp Bagong Diwa are bewailing at the lack of

concern to some wounded detainees who badly need medical attention

that is being denied by the police.

Lidasan also said that their group condemns the hostage-taking of

known Abu Sayyaf inmates which she said was never advocated by most

of the detainees and their families.

"For the past four years the detainees and families have called for

the speedy trial of their justice using all legal means to get the

justice that they deserve.  In fact, in year 2003 fifteen  of them

were released due to lack of evidence pointing to their involvement

with the Abu Sayyaf," said Lidasan adding that the families even

asked the help of Commission on Human Rights in Region 9, the senate

and the house committee on rights and justice to look into their

cases.

"We call for an independent body to investigate the incident.  Why

was there a need for such a violent rescue mission to take place?

How did the Abu Sayyaf got hold of the armories and hid it inside

their prison cells for months?, said Lidasan.#
