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Solon condemns failed assassination of Bayan Muna leader

Atty. Charles Juloya, Bayan Muna vice-mayoral candidate in Aringay, La Union and a respected human rights lawyer, was shot in front of his office in Aringay at around 12:30 in the afternoon yesterday. He survived the attack but suffered six gunshot wounds.

Reports reaching Mariano’s office cited that Juloya was on his way to the wake of Romy Sanchez, Bayan Muna coordinator for the Ilocos region, who was killed last March 9 in Baguio City. Juloya, who is also the convenor of the “Justice for Romy Sanchez Movement”, was set to talk with leaders of militant groups in Ilocos on that day.

Anakpawis party-list Representative Rafael Mariano condemned the shooting of Juloya and assailed the Arroyo administration of creating a climate of fear in the country.

Mariano stressed that the failed assassination of Juloya, the brutal killings of Pampanga peasant leader Victor “Tatang Ben” Concepcion and Camarines Norte peasant leader Ernesto Bang all occurred in a place considered to be the safest for them.

“The message of the killings is very loud and clear,” says Mariano adding that “these were meant to inflict terror on the militant people’s movement, leaving behind the writing on the wall that these US-trained death squads can kill anyone who opposes land-grabbing and other anti-people economic measures, that they can strike at will, at any time and any place.”

The peasant lawmaker said “among the objectives of the rising political repression is to create a climate of fear in the country and pave the way for Ms Macapagal’s open-fascist rule.”

Mariano noted that “up to now, the President has no clear and categorical statement on the spate of killings of political activists.”

“It appears that Ms Macapagal is not disturbed by the terror attacks against legitimate people’s organizations. Is her silence meant to commend the killings?” Mariano said.

Mariano also urged Church leaders and civil libertarians to link-arms with the people in calling for an immediate stop to brutal killings and abductions of activists in the country.

He warned that “this policy of political repression will only fuel the intensifying people’s unrest against the anti-peasant and anti-people regime.” If this is meant to cow the people into cringing submission to her oppressive revenue-raising measures, such as increasing and expanding the value-added tax, she is in for a big let down, he asserted.

“The Arroyo government and the military will pay dearly for their blood debts against the people,” Mariano warned. “The rampant killings of our colleagues will further hasten the increasing political isolation of the President.”  #

